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Foreword
In the early 1970s when I first lived and worked in Zagreb I was intrigued by references in 
guide-books to British activity in the Adriatic during the Napoleonic wars and the existence 
of British fortifications on the island of Vis. However, given its strategic importance, it was not 
until the 1990s that foreigners were able to visit it. 

In 1994 my friend Goran Nikšić, responsible for the conservation of historic monuments in 
Split, made enquiries concerning the possibility of British funding for the restoration of the 
forts on Vis. In the following year 1995 our friend Professor Toni Lešaja drew my attention to 
the British tower above the town of Korčula. After this I made my first visit to Vis.

On my return to London I began to search in British archives for documents related to British 
activity in the Adriatic in the larger context of Napoleon’s schemes to invade and partition 
with Russia the Ottoman empire in the Balkans and to attack the British in India. By 2000 I had 
amassed a lot of material and written a number of chapters with little prospect of publication 
without giving my research a narrower focus on the British and Vis.

With the help of academic friends Igor Fisković and Joško Belamarić ‘The British and Vis’ was 
published in Croatian and English (but without English appendices and notes) by Književni 
Krug (the literary association) of Split in 2006.

In the meantime in 2003 Flora Turner, then cultural attache at the Croatian Embasy in London, 
put me in touch with Ervin Dubrović of the town museum in Rijeka who needed research 
undertaken on the British links of the merchant Adamic. This resulted in a lengthy illustrated 
chapter translated into Croatian within the book ‘Adamovićevo doba’ published in 2005. Later 
in the same year Archaeopress published this in English but without illustrations.

Archaeopress again came to the rescue in 2009 by publishing the full English edition of ‘The 
British and Vis’ with illustrations and appendices.

In 2011 my wife and I were invited to Vis to talk in  an international symposium on aspects of 
the history and architecture of the island organised by architect Boško Budisavljević. In 2012 
for the subsequent symposium I wrote the third part of the present edition exploring the links 
between the British on Vis and Napoleon’s 1812 invasion of Russia. In 2013 Fort George on 
Vis was partially restored and reopened as a venue for wedding receptions etc. by a Swedish 
entrepreneur. I advised on the contents of a museum but this was not realised.

After recently being given the BBC’s most recent version of ‘War and Peace’ I illustrated the 
third section and gave it to David Davison. To my surprise and delight he then proposed the 
present fully-illustrated omnibus edition.

My thanks go to all the friends who have encouraged and helped me over 30 years and 
particularly to my wife Vesna who translated my work into Croatian.

Malcolm Scott Hardy
London January 2024


