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Preface

This volume gathers together the first 10 years of The European Archaeologist (ISSN 1022-0135), from 
Winter 1993 through to the 10th Anniversary Conference Issue, published in 2004 for the Lyon Annual 
Meeting. Newsletters are often ephemeral artefacts (I wonder how many members still have copies of 
the early issues, published solely in hard, paper, format?), but the Board felt that by publishing these 
volumes we could contribute to the recent history of Archaeology by providing more permanent 
documentation of the origins and early years of our Association.

In reality, like the Journal of European Archaeology, The European Archaeologist (TEA) was born before 
the official foundation of the EAA at Ljubljana in September 2004, and began publication the year 
before. The first issue announces the Ljubljana Inaugural Meeting, and documents the work of the 
International Steering Committee which promoted the Association. Readers can then trace the initial 
development of their brainchild, from the euphoria of a post-1989 Europe where Archaeologists could 
at last freely communicate to the consolidation of the Association as a key player in the Archaeology 
of the continent.

The first 14 issues of TEA were edited by Henry Cleere, the first Secretary of the Association, who 
handed over to Karen Waugh for issue 15. Ross Samson acted as Assistant Editor of the first six issues, 
which were published for the Association by the Cruithne Press, also publisher of three issues of the 
Journal of European Archaeology. During the course of the years documented in the volume, the EAA 
Secretariat moved from Norway to the United Kingdom and thence to Sweden, and the Association’s 
Administrators Tina Wiberg (Oslo), Natasha Morgan (London) and Petra Nordin (Göteborg) played an 
important role in the production of TEA.

Perhaps the most striking thing, reading through these early issues of TEA, is how the central concerns 
of the EAA, for heritage, commercial and academic archaeology have remained central to its content. 
This volume is published as the Association meets in Istanbul for its 20th Annual Meeting, and it now 
has some 2,000 members, having established itself as the premier body for Archaeologists in Europe, 
and its conference as the most important date in most European Archaeologists’ professional diaries. 
We look forward to its next twenty years!

Mark Pearce

EAA Secretary
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