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The thrill of archaeology: Pottery sherds, one of the building blocks of field
archaeology which help to identify and date sites.
The study of pottery is important for three reasons. Firstly, to date sites and con-
texts when other datable objects are lacking; secondly, pottery provides informa-
tion about trade and distribution; thirdly, it furthers the understanding of
ceramics themselves.

This book could not have been written without the help and advice of many
archaeologists and tutors of the Kent Archaeological Field School.

In particular:
The specialists of the Museum of London, MoLSS and MoLAS
Archaeologists of English Heritage
Paul Cuming, Sites and Monuments Record Manager, Kent County Council
Damian Grady, Senior Investigator, Aerial Survey, English Heritage
Michael Lewis, Deputy Head of Portable Antiquities, British Museum
Andy Payne, Archaeometry Branch, English Heritage
Peter Rowsome, Senior Manager, MoLSS
Ges Moody, Emma Boast, Trust for Thanet Archaeology
Geoff Morley, archaeologist
Dr Robert Prescott, Institute of Maritime Studies, Univerity of St Andrews,
Catherine Wilkinson, archaeologist
Artwork by Will Foster, Monitos.art@virgin.net
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The potential of archaeology is shown in this wonderful estate map of part of the
city of Gloucester. The city walls and the tidal mill are shown functioning in the
sixteenth century.
These structures are now Heritage Sites whilst the roofless buildings, already in
ruins on the map, have now disappeared, but they could survive below the turf as
buried archaeology.
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INTRODUCTION
This book has been
written as a practical
introduction on the
investigation of the
material remains of
the past which can be
interpreted with
contemporary
historical and literary
evidence. The book
also explains where to
find this evidence and
what to do next.

Every archaeological field activity needs to be
recorded. If it is not, the opportunity to provide
evidence and understanding of our past is lost
and in many cases the evidence is forgotten.

Our landscape, both rural
and urban, is one of the
most important historical
documents that we have, and
we can unravel it by
observation, investigation
and recording. But we need
to survey and record our
archaeological activities in
the field to a standard which
is acceptable to the
profession today. It is also
worth remembering that the
great archaeologist,
Sir Mortimer Wheeler, once
said ‘a site is not discovered
until it is published’.

It is well to remember that
archaeology in the field is not to be carried out
just for its own sake, but as a means to create
new knowledge, to revise theory and to interpret
existing evidence in new ways. Although this
book can serve to provide a basic explanation of
archaeological practice it is worth remembering
that every facet of this wonderful, exciting

discipline will need careful study and lots of
experience - which will come in time.

All intrusive archaeological investigations should
be supervised by a registered Member of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists (MIFA), who
will maintain standards. The IFA was established
to define and maintain proper professional
standards. All archaeologists undertaking
field investigations must have adequate
insurance; advice is available from the IFA
(tel: 0118 378 6446, admin@archaeologists.net)
or the Council of British Archaeology (CBA),
tel: 01904 671417, admin@britarch.ac.uk.

Archaeology courses are held at educational
establishments across the country. But many

students do find it difficult to
gain access to practical
courses and training
excavations. Do consult the
CBA or ‘Current
Archaeology’, or try my own
organisation, the Kent
Archaeological Field School
(KAFS). Our courses cover all
aspects of archaeology and are
suitable for anyone with an
interest in archaeology.
Previous experience is
unnecessary and beginners
are welcome. Training
excavations are fully
supervised by professional
archaeologists and are
structured as taught courses.
The KAFS operates a

membership scheme, and benefits include
subscription to the Practical Archaeology
magazine and priority booking. Details of
courses and membership forms can be found on
our website: www.kafs.co.uk; or tel: 01795
532548; or email: info.kafs.co.uk.

Dr Paul Wilkinson
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