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�e third EUROPA POSTMEDIAEVALIS confe-
rence titled ‘Connections and Networking’ took 
place in Coimbra (Portugal) from 26 to 28 April 
2022. With regard to the uncertain conditions re-
lated to the Covid-19 Pandemic the conference was 
held in a hybrid format. �ose who took part per-
sonally certainly did not regret it. A�er two years 
of predominantly online conferences and work-
shops, the opportunity to meet in person presented 
a welcome change; the need for communication on 
a personal level was ubiquitous. �e university town 
Coimbra turned out to be an amazing host town. 
Winding medieval lanes, the position of the univer-
sity above the town, the Monastery of Santa Clara-a-
Velha – all combined to create the perfect backdrop 
for our meeting. Undoubtedly, it was the combina-
tion of the selected topic and the selected conference 
venue that, as a result, attracted 73 researchers from 
16 countries. For the �rst time, EUROPA POST-
MEDIAEVALIS joined archaeologists from France, 
Croatia, Spain, and Finland, in collaboration with 
Portuguese colleagues, and researchers from China.

�e outcome of the conference talks is the EU-
ROPA POSTMEDIAEVALIS 2022 ‘Connections 
and Networking’ anthology. �e book contains 26 
contributions from a total of ten European coun-
tries. What is more important than the number of 
represented countries, however, are the topics that 
were divided into �ve chapters. �e largest number 
of contributions devotes itself to the principal con-
ference topic, i.e. Connections and Networking, in 
the Early modern period. It is examined from the 
perspective of local, regional as well as long-distance 
trade. Some of the contributions indicate the uni-
formity and globalization which started with early 
modern ceramic production, re�ecting the impact 
of globalization on the development and growth of 
glocalized ceramic production techniques and prac-
tices. Find assemblages from coastal areas testify to 
the existence of intensive trade relations with Asian 
ceramic producers. When comparing the individual 
contributions it becomes obvious what enormous 
in�uence the location of a speci�c place has on its 
trade opportunities, i.e. whether it is a location with 

access to the sea, a position by a river or canal, an 
inland location, or o� major trade routes. A simi-
lar perspective is applied in contributions from the 
Local Consumption Strategies section with emphasis 
on a rather regional distribution of ceramic produc-
tions. �e placement in one of the three remaining 
sections was determined by the speci�c ceramic ma-
terial the texts are dedicated to (stoneware, cream-
ware) or by the ceramic products themselves – be it 
stove tiles, tiles or pipes. 

�e authors’ approaches to working with not mere-
ly archaeological sources but also methodological 
techniques di�er from one another. To a great ex-
tent, this is in�uenced by the quality as well as the 
quantity of assemblages analyzed as part of a con-
crete text. In some areas imports are viewed as 
a  common part of utility ceramics; elsewhere they 
are evidence of nowadays barely noticeable suprare-
gional contacts. It is therefore di�cult to determine 
whether, in such cases, imports represent an existing 
distribution network or whether they are evidence 
of individual contacts. In other cases technological 
methods of processing a certain product or material 
present the key topic of the text. 

�e submitted contributions demonstrate an inte-
rest in the selected conference topic, its usefulness 
and an opportunity to compare concrete �nd situa-
tions across Europe – in both coastal as well as land-
locked states and their local development in the 
light of new impulses from outside. Papers gathered 
in a single anthology thus facilitate a confrontation 
of  diverse European regions. By comparing dissi-
milar assemblages and approaches but also countries 
we gain a more profound grasp of the contacts and 
distribution networks of early modern ceramics. 

We sincerely hope that our anthology will yield new 
and meaningful insights and impulses as well as con-
veying thus far undiscovered analogies and sources 
of inspiration. We will be more than glad should 
our anthology engage your interest and inspire you 
to �nd out more within the scope of the EUROPA 
POSTMEDIAEVALIS project. We look forward to 
meeting you at one of our future conferences. 

P r ef a c e
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