The Greeks and Romans in the Black Sea
and the Importance of the Pontic Region
for the Graeco-Roman World
(7th century BC-5th century AD):

20 Years On (1997-2017)

Proceedings of the Sixth International Congress
on Black Sea Antiquities

(Constanta — 18-22 September 2017)

Dedicated to Prof. Sir John Boardman to celebrate his
exceptional achievements and his goth birthday

edited by

Gocha R. Tsetskhladze, Alexandru Avram
and James Hargrave

ARCHAEOPRESS ARCHAEOLOGY



() PR
IINNE

ARCHAEOPRESS PUBLISHING LTD
Summertown Pavilion

18-24 Middle Way
Summertown

Oxford 0X2 7LG

www.archaeopress.com

ISBN 978-1-78969-758-2
ISBN 978-1-78969-759-9 (e-Pdf)

© Archaeopress and the individual authors 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, or transmitted, in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior written
permission of the copyright owners.

This book is available direct from Archaeopress or from our website www.archaeopress.com



Contents

Principal Editor’s Preface and ACKNOWIEAGIMENLS ........vuvuririiieiiriisrisiireieiessiss sttt sasssssissans vi
Gocha R. Tsetskhladze

Message from the President of the International Organising COMMULEEE. .......c..vvrvmrurerirersrrirerirerireisseisrisesisessssisssissssssssssseses vii
John Boardman

WeEICOME DY the SECTEtary-GENETal.......cuueereriiieieieeieeireiss sttt sttt sttt s s ansins viii
Gocha R. Tsetskhladze

LSt Of ADDTEVIALIONS ovvvvvuivvrresrisirireiseistisesiesiseisssise i ssssisssiss s ssss s s s st st s ix
LSE OF TIIUSEIALIONS 11vvvvvevvsveriesrisrississsisssisssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssnssssssssssassssssssssasssssssnsssssssssssssnssssssanssasssnssssssans xi
Opening Lectures
Pontic studies tWenty Years on: terrd iNCOGNILAT ..........ccovuvvvrrverrvirsinssinssnsisssisssisssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss .2

Gocha R. Tsetskhladze

Studies in Pontic epigraphy 1997-2017. ReVIEWS and PrOSPECES ......c.ovuuvurireruersrierirerireisnsiesisesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessnes 10
Alexandru Avram

Section 1
Foundation of Greek Colonies and the Character of Greek Colonisation;
their Relationship with Pontic and Near Eastern Local Populations

The ‘Western Cimmerians’ and the first Greek settlers in the Troad ............ceeveiieevseevsiceieeeeieeeeeevsse s 20
Jan G. de Boer

Colonisation and foundation myth in the PONtIC TEZIONS.......cc.evuervrrrerrinriierireriseississsise st sisssisssssisssissssssssssssssssssssssanes 27
Ivy Faulkner-Gentry

Founding the Black Sea settlements. Between literary and archaeological narratives...........ccccocvvrrrrenrrrnrersrssiinrinnnns 33
John Brendan Knight
Colonisation of Miletus in the Propontis and Pontus - the view from Sardis .............c.cocoevverurerrerneinerirernerneinerirerinenns 42
Alexandar Portalsky
L'onomastique des magistrats monétaires d’Apollonia du PONL .........c..ccveeervurvierinerineinrierinesississississsissssssisssissssssssssssses 48

Dan Dana, Madalina Dana

Understanding Greek-native interaction in early Greek Black Sea colonisation. An example from Istros/Histria 55
Lieve Donnellan

Orgame necropolis: a contextual study of the earliest pottery imports..........cooovverrernrinrirsrinnrensinrisssisssssississsisssesssnns 69
Pierre Dupont and Vasilica Lungu

Myrmekion during and after Greek COLOMISAION . ............vvuuevurivrriniiireriee st sssisssssssines 78
Alexander Butyagin

Comparative research between the Macedonian tombs and the Scythian kurgans..............c.coccoveeoevnerrerneroneennrnernenns 84
Peli Plika

Giresun and its vicinity in the Greek colonisation Period .............ovnrniniiisrinsrinsrnsississsisssisssssisssisssisssssssssisssssssanss 94
Salih Kaymakgi

Between crisis and conflicts: the territory of Apollonia Pontica in the Late Classical and Early Hellenistic periods . 99
Alexandre Baralis, Martin Gyuzelev and Krastina Panayotova



The farming of the Azov coast of East Crimea: a unique type of ‘agricultural fortress’..........coomrnmronerrnerinerinenes 111
Aleksei Kasparov

Women warriors(?) and the Amazon myth: the evidence of female burials with weapons in the Black Sea area.. 118
Despoina Vovoura

Section 2
Pontus and Athens; Pontic Art; Religion; Navigation
and Trade; Pontic Kingdoms

Thasos et la mer Noire aux époques classique et hellénistique: ‘grandeur et décadence’ d’un circuit économique . 130
Thibaut Castelli

From the tower of Kronos to the island of Achilles: placing Leuce in the Greek conception of heroic apotheosis.. 137
Marios Kamenou

Cultes marins, Cultes iONIENS €1 MET NOITE ..........ccvveevrvivericreiiceiitsistsse st sss sttt sessssssss s sssasassasasssssssssssssssssesans 142
Alexandra Litu, Valentin Bottez and Alexandra Tarlea

Imports and imitations? Some observations on Archaic kouroi discovered in the Black Sea region.......................... 152
Veronika Sossau

Zur Frithgeschichte der Tempelzone von Histria: Vorl4ufiger Bericht iiber zwei dltere Fundkomplexe.................. 161
Konrad Zimmermann

The Paphlagonians and the Greeks’ perception of them............ccceevernrivninniinininrinsinsins s sssisssss s ssssssssssssns 167
Manolis Manoledakis

Aspects of the economy of the Greek colonies on the west coast of the Black Sea: end of
the Archaic-HEellENniStiC PETIOW. .......cccoviiviirierissiriisis sttt iss st ssssss s sasssssssss s sassssssssssassassassssssssssassansanssssasses 179
Nicolaie Alexandru

Trade routes and the historical geography of the south-western coast of the Black Sea and
the MOULH Of the BOSPOTUS......cevveririeriririssississiiss sttt ssssisssssssas s sssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssssassssssssssns 188
Mustafa H. Sayar

Pistiros: urban planning and functional ANALYSIS ...........ccccerrermrinriinriisinsissiinsissssssss st sssssssssssss s s sssssssasssasssssssns 194
Jan Bouzek(t) and Barbora Weissové

Some observations on the dynamics of trade in transport amphorae on the Berezan settlement..............cocc...... 202
Dmitry Chistov

Attic black-glazed import in the European Bosporus in the 6th-2nd centuries BC .........cccoevvevrrverireverernernsinsrinerins 210
Tatiana Egorova

The capital of the Scythian kingdom in the DOBIUJA ........cc..vvevrvrieririrenrinrirsrirniisississ s sisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 220
Metodi Manov

Alexander of Macedon, Pharasmanes of Chorezm and Zopyrion: the impossible alliance............cccoevverrrrenrrrrrirnrenns 226

Dan-Tudor Ionescu

The partition of Thrace after the death of Alexander the Great: Lysimachus, heir of the Odrysian kingdom?...... 232
Aliénor Rufin Solas

Anthropomorphic rod-formed pendants and beads from the West Pontic coast (and Thrace) .........cccc.coovverrrrnrrnnecs 235
Mila Chacheva

Euergetism and benefaction in ancient OLDia ...........c.vuririrnineinsinsinsiinsississsisssissssssssissssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 245
Oksana Ruchynska

Bithynia: the PRIygian iNEErface .........coevvrvnrinriiniinsississisesiss s sssiss st ssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssassssssssssssasssasssns 251

Maya Vassileva

ii



Section 3

Later Republic and Early Empire in Pontus and the Relationship
with the Local Population; Art; Religion; Navigation and Trade

Quelques remarques sur la population de Topolog et de Mihai Bravu (nord de la Mésie Inférieure)..............ccoo...... 258
Lucretiu Mihailescu-Birliba

Roman and Late Roman Pontic cargoes in the Aegean: the evidence from shipwrecks ...........coccovvvvvrirnrrerrrronrirnrinnnens 267
George Koutsouflakis and Peter B. Campbell

The circulation of counterfeit coins in Roman Dobrudja (1st-3rd centuries AD)............ccoc.oervmrrermrrnnrernsrssssnsssenssnnees 280
Gabriel Custurea and Dan Vasilescu

Anatolian stonemasons and the West Pontic region: imported models and techniques in
the architectural decorations of the early Principate.........ccoeverninrinninrnsnrinsinsiissssssississinsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 290
Zdravko Dimitrov

Rewriting Pontic ethne: problems and PrOSPECLS .........corrineimiirsrineissississsisssisssssisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 295
Denver Graninger

Protecting the grave in a Graeco-Roman city: a look at the West PONticC COASt........ovrrrrrnrirmrirnrennrnsinsirsrisssssissinnens 298
Dragos Halmagi

Balbus, A ROMAN SUIVEYOT i1l DACIA .....cuevvverrrnsiesiniisssississisesissssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssassssssens 302
Alexandru Morintz

Between civil and religious law in funerary practice within Roman settlements on the western shore of
£ 4T T ] O 310
loana Muresan and Lucian-Mircea Muresan

Anastasius’ coins in the eastern Carpathian regions (AD 491-518) ..........ccowcmrvmmrermrinsrssmsisnssssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 316
Sergiu Musteatd

On some unknown Pontic amphora types from Roman and Early Byzantine times ...........ccoocoevvernsrrnsinerirsrensrnsinnens 323
Andrei Opaif
Die Rémer in dem ‘linken’ Pontus: der Fall des OVIiUS.........coocvvvrrimrirrenninriinsisiinssssissiissssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssens 330

Alexander Podossinov

Buildings for gladiatorial fights in the Roman Black Sea Provinces ..........ccovevvevnsiveriiniinsinsiinsiississssssissssssssssassssssssens 337
Marius C. Streinu

Local cultures narrated in art: Dacian architecture as reflected on Trajan’s COIUMN .........c.ocveerererernerneirerirerneineens 342
Georgia Aristodemou

The concept of strategic culture and its applicability in the fields of ancient hiStory .........ccoeeovvroverrnrverrerneirnrene. 352
Lorenzo Boragno

Amasya in the Early ByZantine PEriod ........cc.cocevmririinrinsiinsiissinssnsissiissssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssnns 360
Emine Naza Donmez

Moving supplies to the Roman garrison in DODIOZEA .........cc.vvvurvvrrrmriesiinsinsiinsiississssssisssissssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssns 366
Stephen Matthews

The fortification system of the kingdom of Lazika (Egrisi) in the 4th-6th centuries AD ..........ccccovververvrrcerreerrrnninns 374
Nikoloz Murgulia

Late Hellenistic and Early Roman pottery at Rachelu. The current state of research on an open settlement
CLOSE tO NOVIOAUIUIN .....ovvoiriirieieria it isssiss i bbb bbb s s st s s st 378
Alina Streinu and Vasilica Lungu

Some notes on the ‘founder’ cult in western Pontic cities in the Roman period .............cooevvrovvrnrinnrssrsrinsissressrensens 392
Ivo Topalilov

il



Section 4
New Excavations and Projects

A Punic necklace from Oluz Hoyiik: a general evaluation for ANAtolia ..........c.c.euevverireeereinrinerireiineissisesise s 400
Sevket Dénmez

The place of amphorae from Oluz Hoyiik in northern Anatolian and Black Sea archaeology...........ccc.coecovvrvvrirerererenne 406
Fidane Abazoglu

Amisos terracotta statuettes in Istanbul Archaeological MUSEUIMS..............cccvvrrrnrirerinnrensinsiississsissississsisssisssssisssssssanns 415

Stimer Atasoy

The coins found at the excavations of Amasya/Oluz HEyiik, 2009-2013 .........cc.coervvrrrmrrrmrenmrnrisnrisssenssssssssssssssssssssssssssanns 420
Biilent Oztiirk

Terracotta production of the Black Sea coast of Turkey: the example of SINOPE. .......c.covvvvvvrvviverrrnrsrirrirrisrsrssissinsinns 429
Zeynep Kogel Erdem

The castle of GEIkEY (Habsamana)/OTAU............ccoccvvvrmrinrrirmsinsisinsisssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 435
Davut Yigitpasa

Bemerkungen zu einer Gruppe von Grabstelen aus dem MuSeUM VON SINOP ......c.vvrmrvnresrensinsisnssnssssssnsissssssssssssssssens 441
Akin Temtir

New data about the western part of Tanais - the fortifications and their VICInity ........c..cccoerverrercmrronrrrrrirnrrsrnsinnnns 447

Marcin Matera

Strabo’s ‘Old Chersonesus’ in historiography and in the light of current research ............ccccoevcvvvrvevvrvvrcrrnrnrirrins 456
Angelina Zedgenidze
From Archaeopolis to Onoguris: excavations in the heart of Lazika...........ccocoevvevnernrirnvineineineinnesesssssssissssssssissens 466

Paul Everill, David Lomitashvili, Nikoloz Murgulia, Besik Lordkipanidze and Ian Colvin

A city reconfigured: old and new research concerning Late Roman urbanism in IStros...........cccoecomeermeerecrnersecreenns 477
Irina Achim, Valentin Bottez, Mircea Angelescu, Laurentiu Cliante, Alexandra Tarlea and Alexandra Litu

New masters - new rules. The beginning of the Roman Imperial cult in IStros........cc.coeuvrrmrrnrirnrrrsrnsiinsisnrirsrssrnsinsens 488
Valentin Bottez and Gabriel Talmatchi

Cold case reopened: a Late Classical tomb in Apollonia PONICA...........c.oeevuieeriereneiniisiireiiseiseissinesiseissississsisssssssssens 493
Margarit Damyanov, Maria Reho and Krastina Panayotova

Considerations regarding the Domus-type Roman urban house from Scythia Minor

(AER-6T1 CENEUTIES AD) ..ottt ees st s s stsestss s estssasessasastassssassstasasesassssassssssasssssassssassssasassssasssessassssssssss 501
Gabriel Talmatchi
Concerning Athenian black-figure vases from PantiCapaeuml..........occ.vecereeeuerinerinerineessneriesisnssisessssssiesssssssssssssissens 511

Andrey Agafonov and Olga Samar

Specific features of ceramic materials from the earliest level of Panticapaeum .............ccccoevvvrvmrrvnversrnrionsisnsensrnsinsens 524
Natalia Astashova
Coastal Geoarchaeology of the Danube Delta. Results from Halmyris, Enisala and IStros .............c.coeeverrnernnrinsrens 533

Alexandra Bivolaru, Matthieu Giaime, Christophe Morhange, Valérie Andrieu-Ponel, Veronica Rossi,
Nick Marriner and Alfred Vespremeanu-Stroe

A Hellenistic family tomb and two Early Roman graves from Apollonia PONtica..........c.ocmevecricevrnecsncrenecssecrinenns 550
Teodora Bogdanova, Margarita Popova, Dimitar Nedev and Milena Krumova

Recent finds of Hellenistic mould-made relief bowls from the Ordu/Fatsa Cingirt Kayasi excavations
in the SOULNETN BIACK S8 FEGIOMN........c.evireieririeriseressiss ettt isssiss s sttt st s s 561
Ayse F. Erol and Deniz Tamer

iv



Late Roman tableware imports (from recent research in Histria/IStr0S).......cc.corvmrrvermsrnsrinsiinsinssssiissiisssssssssssssssssens 571
Iulia Iliescu and Valentin Bottez

PichVNari ClasSiCal CEMELETY ...ttt st ssss s bbb ssss s s sassssssas s sassasssssssssssassassssssssassas 576
Amiran Kakhidze and Emzar Kakhidze

Ash Hill 2 of Myrmekion: analysis of structure and bulk finds...........cc.oecvmernernerneerneneiineecrseceeneeisersecissesiseesieens 583
Vladimir Kolosov

Coin finds from the recent eXcavations Of HEITNOMNASSA ..........c.occuevivevieveisietsisiseisissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 589
Sergei A. Kovalenko

Archaeological evidence of Thracian-Greek cultural contacts in the south-eastern part of
the Dobrudja plateau during the Hellenistic Period..........cocvumriiinnrinneiinsrineiinssisssisssissssisssissssissssssssissssssssisssssssssnns 594
Vassil Markov

Late Archaic relief plaques with warriors from Apollonia PONtICa.........cccovuevrvrrinrirsininrnrissinsississssissississsisssssssssssssens 598
Krastina Panayotova, Daniela Stoyanova and Margarit Damyanov

Stone anchors and stone and lead stocks from the Archaeological Museum in Varna, Bulgaria..........ccccoccverrrrnncen. 612
Preslav 1. Peev

Attic red-figure POLLErY fTOM SINOPE ....c.cvvrvverierieririrensissiisriss it sssiss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssns 616
Suhal Saglan and Zafer Korkmaz

Pontic sigillata pottery from a villa rustica 10 PAPhlagonia...........c..evueverrvnriinrirsinsinsisssiissinssssiisssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssens 628
Fisun Tilek

Section 5
Varia

What’s in a name? Who might be Basilissa Ulpia from MtSKREta? ...........cccoevvrrcmrronrrierissinsinsiinsissssssisssisssssssssssssssssens 634
Eka Avaliani
Albanians and Sarmatians: overlapping identities in the eastern Caucasus ...........c.c.coevvurevrerrevrrisrinerirerseiserisesiseinns 641
Lara Fabian
Studia Straboniana. The didactic character of the Geography and the Romanophilia of its author............ccc.coevnece. 651
Lyubov Gratsianskaya
Ancient pottery from the Balkans: architectural MOLIfS.........cooevivervrrrerriinrirsrirnsnriesise s sssssanns 655
Sasha Lozanova and Stela Tasheva
The inhospitable and dangerous SAIMYAESSUS..............ovverirrrirrrnriniinsrirsissississsisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssanns 662
Miroslav Ivanov Vasilev
Iconographic personifications in Armenia and Bithynia-Phrygia ...........cc.cccevvvvvrveivnrnrnrnninsinsisissssississiisssssssssssssossns 683
Viktorya Vasilyan
APPENiX 1 — CONGTESS PLOGTAIMINE..........vvorerrreriarinsessessssssisssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 697
Appendix 2 — CONGress ADSLIACES Of PAPEILS .......cocuvvvvrrverriirriisiissrssississ st siss s sssssssssssasssassssssssssssssassssssssssasssasssssssssanns 705
List of contributors/lead authors and contact details (published papers).......c.cccoevvrvvrrcmrrvnrrvsrnsrcnsrisssssssssssesssnsens 745



Principal Editor’s Preface and
Acknowledgements

First of all, may I express my gratitude to all the participants
in the Constanta Congress for presenting papers (oral and
poster). The Proceedings have been a challenge to assemble
thanks to the sheer quantity of papers. Let me thank all those
participants who have provided papers for publication. The
editing of contributions to achieve (it is hoped) a high degree
of consistency takes time, bearing in mind the need to unify
styles, check footnotes and bibliographies, seek clarifications
from authors and to make suggestions for the improvement
of particular papers, etc. My co-editors deserve thanks for
shouldering a large burden. We are sincerely grateful to David
Davison, Rajka Makjani¢ and their colleagues at Archaeopress
for agreeing to publish these Proceedings, for their technical
help and their speedy production of the printed volume. It
was a great pleasure that David Davison was able to attend in
person and display a selection of Archaeopress’s publications.

Much hard work goes on behind the scenes, both before and
during the Congress. Thanks are due and most willingly given
for their assistance, participation and support to Dr Traian
Cliante (the then Director of the Museum of National History
and Archaeology at Constanta), Dr Irina Sodoleanu (from the
Museum, who cheerfully bore day-to-day responsibility for
events in Constanta), Prof. Mircea Dumitru (Rector of the
University of Bucharest, who provided a stimulating defence
of a Liberal Arts education during the opening proceedings),
Prof. Vlad Nistor (President of the Senate of the University
from Bucharest), Assoc. Prof, Emanuel Plopeanu (Dean of the

vi

Faculty of History and Political Sciences of Ovidius University
in Constanta, which played host to the congress) and Dr Mircea
Angelescu (Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Institute
at Bucharest). In this regard, I should also like to thank my
co-editors Prof. Alexandru Avram and Dr James Hargrave
(both of whom read papers on behalf of absent colleagues
and helped in numerous other ways), to the teams of student
helpers from Ovidius University, and to the representatives
of Expolitoral Turism (who organised accommodation and
excursions).

Although the volume contains contributions in French and
German, English predominates, thus various English-language
typographical practices have been employed throughout. I
hope that the authors of papers in other languages will show
their forbearance.

The appendices contain the programme and the abstracts
submitted. Inevitably, there are minor differences between
some of the titles given there and those of the final version of
the papers published in the body of the volume, just as some
of those who sent abstracts were ultimately unable to attend,
and some of those who attended and gave papers did not
submit them for publication in this volume. The published
papers have been arranged to accord with the Congress
sessions, giving some structure to this large volume and
easing cross-referencing with Appendix 1; the abstracts in
Appendix 2 are strictly alphabetical by principal author.

Gocha R. Tsetskhladze



Message from the President of the International
Organising Committee

It would be fair to say that the virtual explosion of interest
in Black Sea studies which scholars have enjoyed over the
last generation owes much if not everything to the series
of conferences and many publications inspired by the
organisation which brings you together here today, and
notably to Gocha Tsetskhladze, whose foresight and tireless
energy have ensured that knowledge of the archaeology
of Black Sea countries and their neighbours is as well
documented as most in the classical world and outside it. And
to this he has added the remarkable journal, Ancient West and
East, which is by now a worldwide treasure for its articles and
reviews, as well as the Colloquia.

My first visit to Romania was many years ago, under a
different regime. It was a magnificent opportunity to travel
the country and its archaeological sites in the company
of Sir Ian Richmond and local scholars. Then, and in later
visits to conferences, we were regaled with scholarly
papers on archaeology and visits to memorable sites. It
certainly expanded and concentrated my knowledge of
the area and must have done the same for many scholars.
Archaeology today has learned not to be too parochial, and
we learn both from what has been found in distant places

vii

and from the techniques of scholarship that have been
employed to publish and explain them. At last we view
Eurasia as an entity and can see what the steppes and the
East have contributed to European civilisation and what
we fondly call Classical culture. By now neither Scotland
nor China seem totally irrelevant, and the Black Sea is an
important pivot. Yet the old disciplines are still important
- classification by style or subject, accurate reproduction
by whatever means of appearance - scientific analysis. The
computer age has added possibilities of universal record
undreamed of in earlier years, but also, by its very richness,
the possibility of confusion. Most of all, ease of travel
(though times are difficult today) has opened the world to
personal inspection.

Unfortunately I cannot be with you today, but can envy you
the possibility of renewing friendships, making new ones, and
enjoying together the satisfaction that sharing knowledge,
proposing new solutions, and the many other advances in
scholarship always bring.

Personally, I am deeply honoured by finding that this Congress
has been dedicated to me. I am indebted to you all.

John Boardman



Welcome by the Secretary-General

It is a great pleasure to see that we are still meeting, now 20
years since the first of these congresses.

It was in 1995, during my first visit to Bucharest, that in
discussion with Prof. A. Avram, with whom I was staying
(we had corresponded but hitherto not met), conversation
turned to the possibility of organising some event in which
all Black Sea scholars from West and East could participate.
These discussions continued the following day in the office
of the late Prof. P. Alexandrescu, Director of the Institute
of Archaeology of the Romanian Academy of Sciences in
Bucharest. The idea of holding a Black Sea congress, or Pontic
congress as it was first called, was born there.

I shared this idea with Prof. Sir John Boardman upon my
return to Britain. He showed a keen interest and promised
to support it in any way he could. Moreover, he willingly
agreed to become President of the International Organising
Committee. Step by step prominent Black Sea scholars from
West and East supported the idea and joined the committee.

Of course, we wanted to hold the first congress in
Romania, but circumstances did not permit it. Instead,
at the suggestion of the late Prof. A. Fol and through his
enormous help and energy, it took place in 1997 in Varna,
Bulgaria. The enthusiastic response of the many people
who attended that congress suggested that we should
hold more: the committee met and decided that future
congresses should be held every four years, each in a
different country. Archaeopress in Oxford agree to publish
the volumes of proceedings,

I am sure that many believed that the first congress would be
the last. Even I had my doubts. But four years later we met

viii

again in Ankara, then in 2005 in Prague, 2009 in Istanbul and
2013 in Belgrade.

I hope that we shall be able to come together to celebrate 40
years of the congress, not a mere 20. In those 20 years we have
lost several Black Sea colleagues who were members of the
initial committee and instrumental in getting the congress
off the ground: first of all, Prof. Alexandrescu, then Prof. Fol,
without whom the idea would have been stillborn; and Dr M.
Lazarov, Dr J. Hind, Prof. H. Heinen, Prof. A. Wasowicz and
Prof. 0. Lordkipanidze (and latterly Prof. J. Bouzek, in October
2020). They were not just fine scholars but caring individuals.
We all are very grateful to them.

With the present congress we are celebrating not only 20
years, and finally holding it in Romania, but the 90th birthday
of our President, Prof. Sir John Boardman. Unfortunately,
he cannot be present. Sir John was one of the first Western
Classical scholars to visit Eastern Europe in the 1950s, leading
to a number of friendships with scholars, especially Prof.
Alexandrescu and people at the Hermitage. He contributed a
survey of ‘Greek Archaeology on the Shore of the Black Sea’
to Archaeological Reports for 1962-63. No words of gratitude are
sufficient to express our debt for his help. As with all new
projects, the road was sometimes rocky. His support was
strong and his advice unfailingly wise.

We chose the subject of this conference deliberately to be the
same as the that of the first, enabling us to focus on what has
happened in the years since Varna, and to see what positive
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Opening Lectures



Pontic studies twenty years on: terra incognita?

GochaR. Tsetskhladze
(Ancient West and East)

With this congress we celebrate 20 years since the first was
held (in Varna in 1997). Thus it seems appropriate to glance
at the state of Black Sea studies in the West. Often, when I
meet colleagues and students, I am told that while the Black
Sea is a very important area for their studies because of
the wealth of material it provides, the language barrier is a
great hindrance: everything is published in Russian.’ I would
remark that only Russian colleagues publish in Russian:
Bulgarian colleagues publish in Bulgarian, Romanians in
Romanian, Ukrainians in Ukrainian, Georgians in Georgian
and Turks in Turkish. This may be an unparalleled situation
for the West but it is far from as hopeless as has been
made out. Is so little published in the West or in Western
European languages? The main aim of this paper is to reveal
the comparative wealth of Western publications, thus to
disprove this complaint and to demonstrate that there is no
great barrier to those who wish to acquaint themselves with
Black Sea archaeology.

In this paper I shall concentrate on monographs, collections
of articles and conference proceedings. Even here I must be
selective. My wish to be comprehensive would take me far
beyond the space available. Also, I am not concerned with
individual articles in journals: these are far too numerous to
tackle in one piece. I take an historical perspective stretching
beyond the last 20 years, since the first Black Sea congress was
not a chance event but one grounded on what had already
been done before 1997.2

I shall start with a lengthy quotation from the late Heinz
Heinen, a long-term friend to Black Sea Studies in the West,
especially in Germany, and one of those present at that first
congress. Writing some 20 years ago, he noted that:

The history of the Greeks and their relationship with
the native peoples of the Ukraine and southern Russia
is, if not completely unknown to classical students in
the West, no more than a theme of rather moderate
interest (notwithstanding that one of the most important
monographs on the subject was written by a British
scholar, E.H. Minns [Scythians and Greeks: A Survey of
Ancient History and Archaeology on the North Coast of the
Euxine from the Danube to the Caucasus (Cambridge)] in
1913). This lack of interest may be the consequence of

! At least this is what monoglot Anglo-Saxon students falsely believe.
One such came to my office wanting to write a PhD on Italy and was
surprised when I asked about the state of her knowledge of Italian,
fondly believing that everything necessary would be available in
English.

2 My concern in this paper is mainly with archaeology and ancient
history. On epigraphy, see A. Avram’s paper immediately following. On
numismatics, see, for instance, Frolova and Ireland 2002; Abramzon
and Frolova 2019; and Kovalenko’s two Colloquia Antiqua volumes (nos.
3 and 11) given below at p. 4.

the peripheral setting of the northern Black Sea coast
from the point of view of classical studies, traditionally
concentrated on the Mediterranean world. But there
is more to it than pure geographical distance. There
are other factors, no less important, that contribute to
create some kind of psychological distance. Language and
mentality make Russia and the Ukraine appear far away,
as a different world. Moreover, the barriers often raised
by the former Soviet Union have added to the difficulties,
hampering Western contacts with these regions and with
the scholars working there. The situation has undergone
considerable changes in recent years.?

Having mentioned Minns, we should not forget the great M.L
Rostovtzeff, an outstanding specialist in the history of South
Russia in antiquity.® Left destitute in Oxford after the Russian
revolution,® he moved to the United States to become one of
the(ir) most celebrated of ancient historians.

Romania and Bulgaria shared the same fate as Soviet satellites
after the Second World War, cut off from Western scholarship.
At the same time, with the establishment of NATO, Turkey
began intensive construction of military installations on its
Black Sea coast, often at the location of ancient sites — Amisos,
for instance. Thereby much of the coast became inaccessible
to archaeologists and excavation. The situation changed after
1990: now we find local universities where once were military
bases, and the inauguration of an ever-increasing number of
archaeological projects.’

In 1958, a group of Oxford historians visited Romania.
One was John Boardman, and since then he has enjoyed a
strong interest in Black Sea archaeology, making lifetime
friendships with local specialists. Later he journeyed to the
Soviet Union and forged equally strong links with colleagues
at the Hermitage. He inaugurated in Archaeological Reports
publication of general accounts of work being done around
the Black Sea.? The first edition of his Greek Overseas® contained
a short Black Sea chapter, expanded with each subsequent
edition,’ and the Black Sea has found a prominent place in his
other works." Another Briton to experience the Soviet Union
at this time was the late John Hind, whose doctoral research
took him to Leningrad State University for a year.

3 Heinen 2001, 1-3. See also Heinen 2006.

* See, for instance, Rostowzew 1993.

° On his time in Oxford, see Bongard-Levin 1999.

¢ For the translation into French of one of his major works, see
Rostovtseff 2004.

7 For the southern Black Sea coast, see Kassab Tezgdr 2013. On the
northern Black Sea, see Tsetskhladze 2001.

¢ Boardman 1963.

° Boardman 1964, 245-53.

0 For the latest, see Boardman 1999, 238-64, 281-82.

L For example, Boardman 1994, 182-224.
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Since 1963, several surveys of archaeological discoveries
have appeared, mainly in Archaeological Reports,’? one in the
American Journal of Archaeology,”* a few in other collections
of articles."* Dialogues d'Histoire Ancienne publishes annually
the results of joint Franco-Bulgarian and Franco-Romanian
projects. In 1971 came the German translation of V.
Gaidukevich’s hefty volume on the Bosporan kingdom, still
the best ever written about this polity;™® and four years later,
from Besangon, a volume on Olbia Pontica.!® A very important
year for Soviet-Western collaboration was 1980, thanks to
the publication of Heinen’s German translation of several
articles by Soviet scholars, revealing to the West the depth
and extent of their scholastic achievement."” The 1980s and
1990s added many publication projects to the tally. The late
Wolfgang Schuller of the University of Konstanz established
Xenia: Konstanzer althistorische Vortrdge und Forschungen as a
departmental publication. The first volume (in 1981) was a
paper by Y.G. Vinogradov. Further Black Sea-related material
followed:

1. J.G. Vinogradov, Olbia: Geschichte einer altgriechischen Stadt
am Schwarzen Meer (1981).

14. 0.D. Lordkipanidze, Das alte Kolchis und seine Beziehungen
zur griechischen Welt vom 6. zum 4. Jh. v. Chr. (1985).

19. A.V. Podossinov, Ovids Dichtung als Quelle fiir die Geschichte
des Schwarzmeergebiets (1987).

25. P. Alexandrescu and W. Schuller (eds.), Histria. Eine
Griechenstadt an der rumdnischen Schwarzmeerkiiste (1990).

Subsequently, Schuller established a new series, Schwarzmeer-
Studien, published in Amsterdam. Seven monograph volumes
appeared, all bringing Eastern scholarship to the West:

1. 0.D.Lordkipanidze, Das alte Georgien (Kolchis und Iberien) in
Strabons Geographie: neue Scholien (1996).

2. J.G. Vinogradov, Griechen und Barbaren am Nordufer des
Pontos Euxenios (1997).

3. G.R. Tsetskhladze, Die Griechen in der Kolchis (historisch-
archdologischer Abrif) (1998).

4. K.D. Nawotka, The Western Pontic Cities: History and Political
Organization (1998).

6. N. Gudea, Porolissum: Ausschnitte aus dem Leben einer
dakisch-romischen Grenzsiedlung aus dem Nordwesten der
Provinz Dacia Porolissensis (1998).

7. A. Avram, Der Vertrag zwischen Rom und Kallatis: ein Beitrag
zum romischen Volkerrecht (1999).

8. V. Spinei, The Great Migrations in the East and South East
of Europe from the Ninth to the Thirteenth Century, 2nd ed.
(2006).

John Fossey also started his own series, also published
in Amsterdam: Antiquitates Proponticae, Circumponticae et
Caucasicae. Only two volumes appeared.’®

The contribution of the late Pierre Lévéque and his centre in
Besangon must be given due prominence. He published three

2 Gorbunova 1972; Hind 1983; 1994; Kacharava 1984; 1991; Bilde et al.
2008.

3 Treister and Vinogradov 1993.

4 Tsetskhladze 2015; 2018a; 2018b; Atasoy 2018; Birzescu 2018;
Papuci-Wtladyka 2018. See also Tsetskhladze 1994.

15 Gajdukevi¢ 1971.

6 Wasowicz 1975.

7 Heinen 1980. See also Mehl et al. 2013.

18 Saprykin 1994; Fossey 1997.

volumes on Georgia plus other Black Sea material® (see below
for Besangon conference publications).

More prolific was the University of Halle (MLU), with
joint projects in Romania and Georgia. Its series, Schriften
des Zentrums fiir Archdologie und Kulturgeschichte des
Schwarzmeerraumes, published in LangenweiRbach, produced
22 works, a mixture of collections and monographs:

1. M. Wendel (ed.), Karasura: Untersuchungen zur
Geschichte und Kultur des alten Thrakien. I: 15 Jahre
Ausgrabungen in Karasura (Internationales Symposium
Tchirpan/Bulgarien 1996) (2001).

2. M. Oppermann, Die westpontischen Poleis und ihr indigenes
Umfeld in vorrémischer Zeit (2004).

3. M. Wendel (ed.), Karasura: Untersuchungen zur Geschichte
und Kultur des alten Thrakien. II: Die prdhistorischen Funde
und die Miinzen (1981-1997) (2002).

4. R. Mil¢eva, Antike Skulptur in Bulgarien. I: Romische Portrts
im Archdologischen Nationalmuseum Sofia (2005).

5. I Gatsov and H. Schwarzberg (eds.), Aegean, Marmara,
Black Sea. Present State of Research on the Early Neolithic
(Proceedings of the Session held at the EAA 8th
Annual Meeting at Thessaloniki, 28th September 2002)
(2006).

6. M. Wendel (ed.), Karasura: Untersuchungen zur
Geschichte und Kultur des alten Thrakien. III: Die
Verkehrsanbindung in friihbyzantinischer Zeit (4.-8. Jh. n. Chr.)
(2005).

7. M. Oppermann, Der Thrakische Reiter des Ostbalkanraumes
im Spannungsfeld von Graecitas, Romanitas und lokalen
Traditionen (2006).

8. K.P. Bunjatjan, E. Kaiser and A.V. Nikolova, Bronzezeitliche
Bestattungen aus dem unteren Dneprgebien (2006).

9. A. Slawisch, Die Grabsteine der rémischen Provinz Thracia:
Aufnahme, Verarbeitung und Weitergabe iiberregionaler
Ausdrucksmittel am Beispiel der Grabsteine einer Binnenprovinz
zwischen Ost und West (2007).

10. S. Conrad, R. Einicke, A.E. Furtwingler, H. Léhr and A.
Slawisch (eds.), Pontos Euxeinos: Beitrdge zur Archdologie
und Geschichte des antiken Schwarzmeer- und Balkanraumes
(2006).

11. PF. Biehl and Y.Ya. Rassamakin (eds.), Import and Imitation
in Archaeology (2008).

12. R. Briix, Faltkapitelle: Untersuchungen zur Bauskulptur
Konstantinopels (2008).

13. A.Furtwingler, I. Gagoshidze, H. L6hr and N. Ludwig (eds.),
Iberia and Rome: The Excavations of the Palace at Dedoplis Gora
and the Roman influence in the Caucasian Kingdom of Iberia
(2008).

14. D. Meyer, Der westpontische Raum am Ende der friithen
Kupferzeit (2008).

15. U. Sens, Kulturkontakt an der ostlichen Schwarzmeerkuste:
Griechische Funde in Kolchis und Iberien, Kontexte und
Interpretationen (2009).

16. R. Einicke, S. Lohmann, H. Lohr, A. Mehnert, G.
Mehnert and A. Slawisch (eds.), Zuriick zum Gegenstand:
Festschrift fiir Andreas E. Furtwdngler, 2 vols. (2009).

17. V. Becker, M. Thomas and A. Wolf-Schuler (eds.), Zeiten,
Kulturen, Systeme: Gedenkschrift fur Jan Lichardus (2009).

¥ Lordkipanidze 1995; Tsetskhladze 1999a; and Kacharava et al.
2002. Also Chtcheglov 1992 (on Chersonesus, a translation from
Russian).
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18. H. Cevizoglu, Reliefkeramik archaischer Zeit aus Klazomenai
(2010).

19. M. Oppermann, Das frithe Christentum an der Westkiiste
des Schwarzen Meeres und im anschliessenden Binnenland:
historische und archdologische Zeugnisse (2010).

20. N. Ludwig, Ostgeorgische Fundplitze des 1. Jahrtausends v.
Chr.: die Keramik, 2 vols. (2010).

21. L. Summerer (ed.), Pompeiopolis. I: Eine Zwischenbilanz aus
der Metropole Paphlagoniens nach fiinf Kampagnen (2006-2010)
(20112).

22. A. Mehnert, G. Mehnert and S. Reinhold (eds.), Austausch
und Kulturkontakt im Siidkaukasus und seinen angrenzenden
Regionen in der Spdtbronze-/Friiheisenzeit (2012).

Another fecund centre of publication was Aarhus University,
where the Centre for Black Sea Studies brought forth a
rich array of publications during its decade of existence,
including, but not limited to, the 16 in its Black Sea Studies
series:?

1. P. Guldager Bilde, J.M. Hgjte and V.F. Stolba (eds.), The
Cauldron of Ariantas: Studies Presented to A.N. S¢eglov on the
Occasion of his 70th Birthday (2003).

2. T. Bekker-Nielsen (ed.), Ancient Fishing and Fish Processing
in the Black Sea Region (2005).

3. VF. Stolba and L. Hannestad (eds.), Chronologies of the Black
Sea Area in the Period c. 400-100 BC (2005).

4. P. Guldager Bilde and V.. Stolba (eds.), Surveying the Greek
Chora: The Black Sea Region in a Comparative Perspective
(2006).

5. T. Bekker-Nielsen (ed.), Rome and Black Sea Region:
Domination, Romanisation, Resistance (2006).

6. V. Gabrielsen and J. Lund (eds.), The Black Sea in Antiquity:
Regional and Interregional Economic Exchanges (2007).

7. T. Bekker-Nielsen, Urban Life and Local Politics in Roman
Bithynia: The Small World of Dion Chrysostomos (2008).

8. P. Guldager Bilde and J.H. Petersen (eds.), Meetings
of Cultures in the Black Sea Region: Between Conflict and
Coexistence (2008).

9. J.M. Hejte (ed.), Mithridates VI and the Pontic Kingdom
(2009).

10. J. Nieling, Die Einfiihrung der Eisentechnologie in Stidkaukasien
ind Ostanatolien wahrend der Spdtbronze- und Friiheisenzeit
(2009).

11. J. Nieling and E. Rehm (eds.), Achaemenid Impact in the Black
Sea: Communication of Powers (2010).

12. J.H. Peterson, Cultural Interactions and Social Strategies on the
Pontic Shores: Burial Customs in the Northern Black Sea Area c.
550-270 BC (2010).

13. N.A. Lejpunskaja, P. Guldager Bilde, J.M. Hojte, V.V.
Krapivina and S.D. KryZickij (eds.), The Lower City of Olbia
(Sector NGS) in the 6th Century BC to the 4th Century AD, 2 vols.
(2010).

14. P. Guldager Bilde, P. Attema and K. Winther-Jacobsen
(eds.), The Dzarylgac Survey Project, 2 vols. (2012).

15. L. Bjerg, J.H. Lind and S.M. Sindbeek (eds.), From Goths to
Varangians: Communication and Cultural Exchanges between
the Baltic and the Black Sea (2013).

16. P. Guldager Bilde and M.L. Lawall (eds.), Pottery, Peoples
and Places: Study and Interpretation of Late Hellenistic Pottery
(2014).

% See also, for example, Hannestad et al. 2002; Stolba and Rogov
2012.

In 1996, 1 established another new series, Colloquia Pontica,
initially published by Oxbow in Oxford and then taken over
by Brill of Leiden:

1. G.R. Tsetskhladze (ed.), New Studies on the Black Sea Littoral
(Oxford 1996).

2. 0. Bounegru and M. Zahariade, Les Forces Navales du Bas
Danube et de la Mer Noire aux Ier-Vie Siécles (Oxford 1996).

3. J. Chapman and P. Dolukhanov (eds.), Landscapes in Flux:
Central and Eastern Europe in Antiquity (Oxford 1997).

4. S.L. Solovyov, Ancient Berezan: The Architecture, History and
Culture of the First Greek Colony in the Northern Black Sea, ed.
J. Boardman and G.R. Tsetskhladze (Leiden 1999).

5. M. Kazanski and V, Soupault, Les sites archéologiques en
Crimée et au Caucase durant lantiquité tardive et le haut
Moyen-Age (Leiden 2000).

6. G.R. Tsetskhladze (ed.), North Pontic Archaeology: Recent
Discoveries and Studies (Leiden 2001).

7. J. Boardman, S.L. Solovyov and G.R. Tsetskhladze (eds.),
Northern Pontic Antiquities in the State Hermitage Museum
(Leiden 2001).

8. M.Y. Treister, Hammering Techniques in Greek and Roman
Jewellery and Toreutics, ed. J.F. Hargrave (Leiden 2001).

9. CJ. Tuplin (ed.), Pontus and the Outside World: Studies in
Black Sea History, Historiography and Archaeology (Leiden
2004).

10. C. Morgan, Attic Fine Pottery of the Archaic and Hellenistic
Periods in Phanagoria, ed. G.R. Tsetskhladze (Leiden 2004).

11. A.L. Romancuk, Studien zur Geschichte und Archdologie des
byzantinischen Cherson, ed. H. Heinen (Leiden 2005).

12. D.B. Erciyas, Wealth, Aristocracy and Propaganda under the
Hellenistic Kingdom of the Mithradatids (Leiden 2006).

13. D.M. Peterson, L.M. Popova and A.T. Smith (eds.), Beyond
the Steppe and the Sown (Proceedings of the 2002 University
of Chicago Conference on Eurasian Archaeology) (Leiden
2006).

After T had set up the journal Ancient West and East in
2002, Colloquia Pontica became its monograph supplement.
When the journal moved to Peeters of Leuven, I took
the opportunity to broaden the scope of the monograph
supplement to align it more closely with the journal,
renaming it Colloquia Antiqua to reflect this. Nevertheless,
the Black Sea remains a central concern of the series as the
following volumes indicate:

1. G.R. Tsetskhladze (ed.), The Black Sea, Greece, Anatolia and
Europe in the First Millennium BC (2011).

3. S.A.Kovalenko, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: State Pushkin
Museum of Fine Arts. Coins of the Black Sea Region. I: Ancient
Coins from the Northern Black Sea Littoral (2011).

4, A.Hermary and G.R. Tsetskhladze (eds.), From the Pillars of
Hercules to the Footsteps of the Argonauts (2012).

5. L. Mihailescu-Birliba, Ex Toto Orbe Romanusm, with
Prosopographical Observations on the Population of Dacia
(2011).

6. P.-A. Kreuz, Die Grabreliefs aus dem Bosporanischen Reich
(2012).

8. A. Avram, Prosopographia Ponti Euxeni Externa (2013).

11. S.A. Kovalenko, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: State Pushkin
Museum of Fine Arts. Coins of the Black Sea Region. II: Ancient
Coins of the Black Sea Littoral (2014).

14. A. Petrova, Funerary Reliefs from the West Pontic Area (6th-1st
Centuries BC) (2015).
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18. M. Manoledakis, G.R. Tsetskhladze and 1. Xydopoulos
(eds.), Essays on the Archaeology and Ancient History of the
Black Sea Littoral (2018).

25. L. Mihailescu-Birliba (ed.), Limes, Economy and Society in the
Lower Danubian Roman Provinces (2019).

27. G.R. Tsetskhladze (ed.), Ionians in the West and East
(Proceedings of the International Conference ‘Tonians in
the East and West’, Museu d’Arqueologia de Catalunya-
Emptries, Empuries/LEscala, Spain, 26-29 October, 2015)
(2021).

30. A.V. Belousov, Defixiones Olbiae Ponticae (2021).

31. J. Porucznik, Cultural Identity within the Northern Black Sea
Region in Antiquity: (De)constructing Past Identities (2021).

34, V.D. Kuznetsov and M. Abramzon, Greek Coin Hoards: The
Cimmerian Bosporus (2021).

More and more conferences have been organised, regional
or international, and, in general, their proceedings have
been published. One stands out: that on the ancient history
of the Black Sea littoral organised in Tskhaltubo and Vani.
The first Vani symposium, in 1977, was limited to Soviet
scholars; it subsequently expanded to include Eastern
European academics and then Western. These symposia made
a huge impact because many Westerners saw excavations and
materials first-hand for the first time. The papers of the first
symposia were published in Tbilisi by the Georgian Academy
of Sciences, those of later ones were translated, thanks to
Pierre Lévéque, and from the fifth symposium onwards they
have been published in Besangon:

0.D. Lordkipanidzé and P. Lévéque (eds.), Le pont-Euxin vu
par les Grecs (Symposium de Vani [Colchide], septembre-
octobre 1987) (1990).

0.D. Lordkipanidzé and P. Lévéque (eds.), Sur les traces des
Argonautes (Actes du Ve symposium de Vani [Colchide],
22-29 septembre 1990) (1996).

0.D. Lordkipanidzé and P. Lévéque (eds.), La Mer Noire: Zone de
Contacts (Actes du VIle Symposium de Vani [Colchide] -
26-30 IX 1994) (1999).

0.D. Lordkipanidzé and P. Lévéque (eds.), Religions du Pont-
Euxin (Actes du VIIle symposium de Vani [Colchide], 1997)
(1999).

M. Faudot, A. Fraysse and E. Geny (eds.), Pont-Euxin et Commerce:
la genése de la ‘route de la soie’ (Actes du IXe Symposium de
Vani [Colchide], 1999) (2002).

D.D.Kacharava, M. Faudot and E. Geny (eds.), Pont-Euxin et Polis:
Polis Hellenis et Polis Barbaron. Hommage a Otar Lordkipanidzé
et Pierre Lévéque (Actes du Xe Symposium de Vani, 23-26
septembre 2002) (2005).

The proceedings of our Black Sea congresses have a
mixed record. After the first congress in Varna (1997), the
International Organising Committee decided to divide
papers by language and appoint separate ‘language’ editors
to prepare them for publication. This was at a time when
technology was less advanced than now and it threw up
many technical problems with unreadable/un-openable
disks, unreachable authors, few of them willing to send
replacements or answer queries, etc., etc. Many of the papers
from Eastern Europe were incomprehensible, the language
editors despaired, everything ground to a halt. The same
problems beset publication of the 2001 congress in Ankara.
Thanks to the initiative of Jan Bouzek, the papers of the third
congress (Prague 2005) were published in two issues of Eirene,

the periodical of the Institute of Classical Studies of the Czech
Academy of Sciences, Prague.” Unfortunately, to achieve
quick publication, they appeared as they had been submitted,
unedited. A few more papers and the abstracts found a home
in Studia Hercynia,” a publication of Charles University,
Prague. Since then, congress proceedings (Istanbul 2009;
Belgrade 2013) have, like the present volume, appeared with
Archaeopress in Oxford.?

Some other conferences have taken a comparative approach
to developments in the Mediterranean region and the Black
Sea. Thus, the theme of the 2000 Taranto conference was
a comparison of colonial chorai in the West and the Black
Sea.” The previous year saw a conference on Ionia, its
special session in Ionians around the Black Sea attended by
a large number of Eastern European specialists.” November
2018 witnessed a conferences organised by the German
Archaeological Institute in Rome to compare the Greek
colonies and colonisation of Italy with those of the Black Sea:
its proceedings will be published by De Gruyter in 2021.

One workshop has emerged as a regular fixture: that held at
the International Hellenic University outside Thessaloniki
every three years since 2012. The papers of each have been
published.?

Together with all of the events and developments mentioned
above, various individual conferences with their proceedings?
as well as a number of edited volumes®* have helped the
collaborative and comparative study of the Black Sea area, not
only in the West but in the East too.

A wide range of monographs have been published on all
parts of the Pontus. One aspect to this is the number of them
written by Eastern European colleagues but published in
Western Europe in a Western European language, thereby
making first-hand material information available to Western
colleagues.”? Some of these monographs (or sometimes
collection of articles) contain the results of archaeological
excavations and surveys.*

Histria remains the best published Black Sea site; 15 volumes
have appeared since the 1950s.* Although these are published

N

Bouzek 2006; 2007a.

Bouzek 2007b.

Tsetskhladze et al. 2013; 2015.

Problemi 2001.

Cobet et al. 2007, 465-636.

% Manoledakis 2013; 2016; 2020.

27 Bol et al. 2008; Bouzek and Domaradzka 2005; Braund 2005; Bresson
et al. 2007; Burgunder 2012; Cojocaru and Schuler 2014; Erkut and
Mitchell 2007; Fless and Treister 2005; Kassab Tezgor and Inaishvili
2010; Papuci-Wtadyka et al. 2011; Robu and Birzescu 2016; Solovyov
2007; 2010; Tsetskhladze and Atasoy 2019; Vottéro 2009.

% Braund and Kryzhitskiy 2007; Burgunder 2019; Grammenos and
Petropoulos 2003; 2007; Hupe 2006; Petropoulos and Maslennikov
2010; Taufer 2013; Tsetskhladze 1998; 1999b; 2012; Tsetskhladze and
de Boer 2002; Tsetskhladze and Snodgrass 2002; Valeva et al. 2015.

» This note does not mention monographs published in the various
series mentioned above and tabulated in the main text. Archibald
1996; Braund 1994; Bujskich 2010; Burstein 1976; Dana 2011; Fless
2002; Fornasier 2016; Fornasier and Bottger 2002; Lordkipanidze 1991;
2000; Miiller 2010; Posamentir 2011; Saprykin 1997; Ustinova 1999;
Vinogradov 1997; Vinogradov and KryZickij 1995.

% This note does not mention relevant volumes published in the
various series mentioned above and tabulated in the main text.
Doonan 2004; Everill 2014; Hermary 2010.

U T list just a few of the more recent volumes here: Alexandrescu
2005; Birzescu 2012; Lungu 2013.
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in Bucharest, they are widely distributed in the West through
de Boccard of Paris. One volume in particular deserves
individual mention: Petre Alexandrescu’s long-awaited
magnum opus publishing the results of the excavation of the
temenos from 1915 to 1989.*2

Phanagoria on the Taman Peninsula, the only Teian Black
Sea colony, has latterly become the most studied and best
published site in Russia. It has yielded quite unexpected
finds: first of all, a massive and well-preserved mud-brick
fortification wall, built upon or very soon after the colony’s
foundation in ca. 542 BC; an Achaemenid inscription;** and
a well-preserved shipwreck from the time of Mithradates
VI. Previously, three collections of articles that, inter alia,
included many papers on Phanagoria, appeared in the West,*
while several volumes of Phanagoria excavation results have
been published in Russia(n). My series Colloquia Antiqua is
currently embarking on publication of a subseries of several
volumes of Phanagorian Studies.

General accounts of the Black Sea, intended as much for
students as for academics, appear from time to time and give
as much fresh information as possible. Examples are the two
chapters by John Hind in the distinguished Cambridge Ancient
History: on the Bosporan kingdom,* and on Mithradates
VI.*¢ The fruits of ten years of study of the Black Sea Greek
colonies by the Copenhagen Polis Centre may be found in
many of its separate volumes, but also as a lengthy chapter
in the Centre’s final publication.”” It lists all Greek settlements
classified as poleis, and for each individually provides up-
to-date information (to 2004), all kinds of evidence and a
comprehensive bibliography.

Three very welcome developments should be mentioned.
The first is the establishment in 1994 of Il Mar Nero: Journal
of Archaeology and History, published by Edizioni Quasar
in Rome, and initially edited by Petre Alexandrescu and
Serban Papacostea, now by Alexandru Avram and Ovidiu
Cristea. It publishes articles not just on antiquity but for
periods since. The latest issue (no. 9, for 2012-18) appeared
in 2019. Another journal is Ancient West and East, founded
by me (as noted above) in 2002, first published by Brill and
since 2007 by Peeters. The Black Sea is one of its core areas
of interest and its extensive reviews section covers much
that is published about the ancient Black Sea in the West
and the East. The first issue of Ancient Civilizations from
Scythia to Siberia appeared in 1994. This journal is largely
a vehicle for republishing in English articles that first
appeared in the long-established Russian journal Vestnik
Drevnei Istorii.

Catalogues to accompany exhibitions are also most useful,
not just for the photographs and descriptions of objects but
for their introductory sections, where thoroughly updated
summaries of the state of research may be found.*

32 Alexandrescu 2005.

3 For the latest, see Tsetskhladze 2019.

3 Povalahev and Kuznetsov 2011a; 2011b; Povalahev 2014.

% Hind 1994.

% Hind 1992. On Mithradates, see also Ballasteros Pastor 1996;
McGing 1986; Roller 2020.

7 Avram et al. 2004.

% See, for example, Baralis et al. 2019; Kacharava and Kvirkvelia 2008;
Martinez et al. 2015; Trofimova 2007.

It is essential to remark that Eastern European colleagues
are now publishing more and more in Western languages,
especially English, in their home countries. But this raises
a series of new problems: how to know who has published
what, where it has been published and how copies may be
obtained. There is no distribution network (whatever the
language of publication). Authors usually pay for/towards
publication, and they usually retain the bulk of the print-
run. Thus one needs to know the authors or know someone
who does: intermediation on the grapevine. It requires the
expenditure of much time and effort to track down (the
existence of) publications and then locate their authors.
There are bookshops in St Petersburg, Moscow and Sofia
where publications are available - but it needs specialist
local knowledge to locate such shops and to know which ones
might carry which publications. The books themselves are
very important for research. Let me use as an example some
volumes from the series Pontica et Mediterranea, published in
Cluj, Transylvania:

V. Cojocaru, Bibliographia classica orae septentrionalis Ponti Euxini.
I: Epigrahica, Numismatica, Onomastica et Prosopographica
(2014).

V. Cojocaru, A. Coskun and M. Dana (eds.), Interconnectivity
in the Mediterranean and Pontic World during the Hellenistic
and Roman Periods (Proceedings of the International
Symposium ..., Constanta, July 8-12, 2013) (2014).

V. Cojocaru and A. Rubel (eds.), Mobility in Research on the Black
Sea Region (Proceedings of the International Symposium...,
lasi, July 5-10, 2015) (2016).

V. Cojocaru, Bibliographia classica orae septentrionalis Ponti
Euxini. II: Archaologica (2018).

V. Cojocaru, L. Ruscu, T. Castelli and A.-I. Pazsint (eds.),
Advances in Ancient Black Sea Studies: Historiography,
Archaeology and Religion (Proceedings of the International
Symposium..., Constanta, August 20-24, 2018) (2019).

Victor Cojocaru spends a lot of his own time and resources
distributing personally these handsome volumes, even
sending them to select libraries. Two hefty volumes are
a bibliography of writings, East and West, on the ancient
Black Sea. They are essential tools (although, like every
bibliography, something will have slipped through the net).

Let me conclude by returning to the main question: is the
study of the Black Sea still terra incognita for the West? As
this paper and its bibliography demonstrate, the answer
must surely be ‘no’.* Perhaps the Black Sea is peripheral to
a Mediterranean ‘centre’, but the centre will always have a
periphery and cannot forget it: without it, it is incomplete.
Ancient Greeks considered the Black Sea to be the border
between Europe and Asia, but they settled it just as they
settled the Mediterranean; and they maintained their way of

life in both.
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Studies in Pontic epigraphy 1997-2017.
Reviews and prospects

Alexandru Avram
(University of Le Mans)

The Black Sea region was for long a kind of Cinderella area
for Greek and Latin epigraphy. Of course several documents
had been known since the 19th century and were included
not only in regional corpora but also, sometimes with
improved editions, in Dittenberger’s Sylloge, the third volume
of the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (CIL), or other standard
corpora or selections of Greek or Latin inscriptions. The
problem was elsewhere: on the one hand, scholars from Soviet
Union, Romania and Bulgaria were isolated behind the Iron
Curtain, seldom participating in international conferences,
while Western scholars travelled little to these countries. On
the other hand, several inscriptions were published by local
scholars in journals with limited international circulation
and, with some notable exceptions in Romania (in particular
Dionisie Pippidi, Ion Josif Russu, Constantin Petolescu,
lIoan Piso), in Bulgaria (in particular Georgi Mihailov,
Veselin Beshevliev, Boris Gerov and Christo Danov) or in
Russia (Yurii G. Vinogradov), mostly in the vernacular. It is
true that important material became known due to Jeanne
and Louis Robert’s Bulletin épigraphique (and less due to the
Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, which was somewhat
incomplete for much of the 1960s and 1970s) and that they
were diffused a second time by improved editions given by
the authors themselves or by several Western scholars in
French, English or German. This is the case of the well-known
Achillodoros letter from Berezan and some beautiful decrees
from Istros/Histria or Olbia. Nevertheless, poor direct access
to local antiquities, limited diffusion of Eastern publications
and the eternal linguistic barrier - advanced sometimes
in excess as an excuse by some Western scholars - limited
knowledge and exploitation of the epigraphic potential of
these regions.

The situation spectacularly changed after the political
events of 1989. Our Pontic congress, whose first iteration
took place 20 years ago in Varna, became itself possible
in the context of a new open society cultivating European
traditions and values. Therefore, a review of Pontic
epigraphic studies from Varna 1997 to Constanta 2017
coincides more or less with the new era of the integration
of the Black Sea area in the oikoumene of classics. One of the
barometers is the position of sections devoted to the Black
Sea region and its hinterland (including Thrace, Moesia and
the Scythian and Sarmatian world) in standard publications
monitoring what’s new in epigraphy such as the Bulletin
épigraphique, the Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum (SEG),
L’Année épigraphique (AE) or, more recently, the Epigraphic
Bulletin for Greek Religion. Even sometimes incomplete or,
as for the Bulletin épigraphique, voluntary selective, the
chapters under the heading ‘Black Sea region’ offer every
year a substantial panoramic view of the scholarly output
in this field.

What allowed such an important change? First of all, new
strategies of academic life in the countries around the
Black Sea. Many universities and research institutes or
centres planned more accurately their activities following
international standards: research projects with concrete
scientific aims and evaluations, international collaborations,
careful publications of preliminary or final results in central
rather than in regional or local journals or in volumes
mostly edited in good technical conditions, with satisfactory
illustrations. Secondly, a beneficial penchant for that type
of fundamental epigraphic work, which remains the corpus
(not only for the ‘great epigraphy’ but also for the so-called
‘minor epigraphy’, such as amphora stamps, inscribed tiles
or jewellery, seals, etc.), a question 1 will develop later. And
last but not least, a crucial change in the optics governing
the so-called ‘linguistic’ strategy cultivated by both research
centres and editors: ever more studies and volumes published
in international languages (in particular in English, of course,
but also in French, German or Italian). We now have specialist
international journals where Pontic monuments including
inscriptions are well represented, for example Ancient West
and East, Il Mar Nero or Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia.
Even before Varna 1997 we already had Colloquia Pontica,
which became thereafter, in order to be more comprehensive,
Colloquia Antiqua but which continues mostly to be focused on
the regions around the Black Sea (including Turkey). Recently,
the famous Russian journal Vestnik Drevnei Istorii changed its
linguistic strategy to allow foreign contributions in English.
The Danish Research Foundation published in English for
more than ten years an impressive collection of Black Sea
Studies. The University of Halle contributed with its Zentrum
fiir Archdologie und Kulturgeschichte des Schwarzmeerraumes and
its series of volumes in German. In Romania, Dacia successfully
continues to publish since 1957 only in international
languages, and in Bulgaria we have now Archaeologia Bulgarica
of the same standard. Beside a lot of local publications in
Turkish, the newly discovered inscriptions in this country
are systematically published generally in English or German
in the remarkable Epigraphica Anatolica. Many other examples

could be added.

The new conditions have opened the way to an increase in
epigraphic publications of high quality. I will start with a
short review of the main epigraphic corpora.

For Turkey I mention the volumes concerning cities
situated on the south coast of the Black Sea or in its close
hinterland in the well-known series of Inschriften griechischer
Stidte aus Kleinasien. First of all, Adam Eajtar’s corpus of
Byzantium,' which as counterpart of the older corpus of

! Eajtar 2000 (SEG 50, 663).

THE GREEKS AND ROMANS IN THE BLACK SEA (ARCHAEOPRESS 2021): 10-18
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Chalcedon from Reinhold Merkelbach and his collaborators?
now introduces us to questions of Pontic epigraphy in the
same way as in antiquity both cities opened the gate of the
Black Sea to sailors coming from the Aegean. If more than
20 years ago the south coast had in the same series only
one corpus, that of Heraclea Pontica,’ now, we also have a
corpus for the other leading city of this region, i.e. Sinope.*
Moreover, the rather poor corpus of Heraclea (strangely
few inscriptions in comparison with the importance of
this city in antiquity, a situation which can be explained
by the lack of large archaeological excavations) has been
supplemented on several occasions by new finds published
mostly by Biilent Oztiirk.’ The same scholar published many
inscriptions from Tios® and, I am informed, is preparing a
corpus of inscriptions revealed by this city. Beside Sinope
with its corpus already mentioned and some other cities
(Amastris, Amaseia, Pompeiopolis, etc.) whose inscriptions
had been included as appendix and commented upon by
Christian Marek in his splendid Stadt, Ara und Territorium
in Pontus-Bithynia,” Paphlagonia, a region whose epigraphic
crop continues to be appreciated through the very old,
although mostly useful Studia Pontica III from 1910, began to
reveal new finds: we now have a corpus for the inscriptions
of Hadrianopolis.® Marek has worked for many years on a
corpus of inscriptions from Pompeiopolis.’ Perhaps, one day,
why not, a corpus for Amisos?

Now, crossing the Straits to Thrace, a region whose epigraphic
crop was dispersed from the end of the 19th century in many
publications sometimes difficult of access; now no longer. We
have at our disposal the impressive corpus of inscriptions from
Aegean Thrace (mostly Greek but also Latin documents).® I
can add the useful repertory of Greek and Latin inscriptions
from the middle Strymon Valley." The inscriptions of Lower
Moesia are not collected in a new corpus, therefore, we must
continue to use Mihailov’s corpus of Greek inscriptions and
hope, on the other hand, to be able to manage the dispersed
publication of Latin inscriptions.’? In contrast, for Novae we
have at our disposal two corpora, the one collecting only the
Latin inscriptions, the other including both Latin and Greek
inscriptions with valuables comments in French.®

For the west shore the greatest achievement of the last
decades is that the big project announced by Pippidi in 1959
concerning Greek and Latin inscriptions from Scythia Minor
(1sM) has been successfully completed. After Istros/Histria
and Tomis, the third city on the Romanian Black Sea coast,
i.e. Callatis, received a corpus.® On the other hand, beside the

2 Merkelbach et al. 1980.

* Jonnes 1994.

* French 2004 (SEG 54, 1258). For the Sinopean amphora stamps, see
Conovici 1998 (SEG 970bis) and Garlan 2004 (SEG 54, 1260).

5 Oztiirk 2013a (SEG 63, 1165); 2016a; 2016b; 2016c; 2016d; 2017;
Oztiirk and S6nmez 2009 (SEG 59, 1447-1454), 2011 (SEG 61, 1066-1074).
¢ Qztiirk 2013b (SEG 63, 1156); 2013c (SEG 63, 1155); 2015a; 2015b;
2016e.

7 Marek 1993.

¢ Lafli and Christof 2012 (SEG 62, 1058).

Marek 2011 (SEG 61, 1086-1087).

Loukopoulou et al. 2005 (SEG 55, 724).

1 Manov 2008 (SEG 59, 751).

12 In the moment there is a corpus for only one region: ILBL.2.

3 Bozhilova et al. 1992; Kolendo and Bozhilova 1997 (SEG 47, 1148).

14 ISM 1 (see now for addenda et corrigenda Avram 2007b [SEG 57, 649]);
ISMI.

15 [SMIII (SEG 49, 1012).

©
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inscriptions of the Lower Danube,** we have now a volume
devoted to the inscriptions from the south-western Dobrudja,
in particular from Tropaeum, Sacidava and Durostorum.”” But
habent suafatalibelli! Through systematic or rescue excavations
in the last decades hundreds of new inscriptions can now be
added to these corpora. Therefore, Romanian epigraphists
decided to produce a series of supplementa to the five volumes
published between 1980 and 2015. The first of them, under
the heading ISM V1.2, which is a large supplementum to the
corpus of Tomis (addenda et corrigenda to the already known
inscriptions and 278 new numbers including instrumentum),
by Maria Barbulescu, Livia Buzoianu and me, has already
appeared.’®

Moreover, archaeological works like those produced for the
sculptural monuments (many of them inscribed) from Istros/
Histria," for the funerary steles of Moesia Inferior,? for the
same category of monuments in Thrace? or for the Greek steles
of the West Pontic cities to the end of the Hellenistic period,?
have added the necessary iconographic commentaries and
successfully contributed to a finer dating of the reliefs.
In Bulgaria Nikolai Sharankov, the leading scholar of the
younger generation, who has already edited for two decades
an impressive quantity of newly discovered inscriptions from
Thrace and Moesia Inferior, including the coastal cities,” is
preparing a large supplementum to Mihailov’s excellent five-
volume Inscriptiones Graecae in Bulgaria repertae.”* He recently
offered a rich selection in a paper, where he improved the
reading and the restorations of many documents and even
picked up in many cases pieces published separately.” Let me
mention also an important supplementum to the inscriptions
from Mesambria Pontica.?

As for the north coast of the Pontus Euxinus,” a big project
led by Askold Ivantchik claims to remake entirely Vasilii
Latyshev’s famous Inscriptiones antiquae orae septentrionalis
Ponti Euxini Graecae et Latinae, a really Herculean task.? There
is now only the fifth volume which appeared online (Andrei
Vinogradov’s corpus of proto-Byzantine inscriptions, 2015).%
Igor Makarov, who published with valuable commentaries
many unedited inscriptions in the last decades,” is, as I am

ISM V.

ISMIV.

18 1n 2018 (ISM VL.2).

Alexandrescu Vianu 2000 (SEG 51, 932).

Conrad 2004 (SEG 54, 656).

21 Slawisch 2007 (SEG 57 606 bis).

Petrova 2015.

1 give here only a selection of the publications of this very
productive epigraphist: Sharankov 2005a (SEG 55, 726, 762-763); 2005b
(SEG 55, 753-761, 766-767); 2005¢; 2007a (SEG 57, 619); 2007b (SEG 57,
635); 2009; 2011 (SEG 62, 500); 2013a; 2013b (SEG 58, 679; 63, 480);
2014; 2015; 2016a; 2016b; 2017a; 2017b. See also the newly discovered
inscriptions from Dionysopolis published by the same scholar in the
collective volumes cited at n. 70.

% Sofia 1956-97; 1% 1970).

» Sharankov 2016a.

2 Velkov 2005. Cf. Sharankov 2009 (SEG 59, 738, 740-746 and 748-749).
7 For a complete epigraphic bibliography to 2014, see detailed
references in Cojocaru 2014.

% See http://iospe.cch.kcl.ac.uk/index.html, an on-line third edition
of the corpus of ancient Greek and Latin inscriptions from the
northern coast of the Black Sea, continuing the legacy of the original
IOSPE. For early inscriptions from Olbia, see also Dubois 1996.

» Let us hope that this electronic edition will be accompanied by a
printed corpus soon.

%0 [ give just a selection: Makarov 2005 (SEG 55, 839); 2006a (SEG 56,
871-878); 2006b (SEG 56, 880); 2007a; 2007b (SEG 55, 838; 57, 696); 2007¢

23
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informed, very advanced with his corpus of Chersonesus
Taurica, as well as Ivantchik with his corpus of Tyras. For
the Bosporan kingdom let’s mention the illustrated album of
the famous Corpus inscriptionum Regni Bosporani from 1965.
On the other hand, very fine iconographic studies were
proposed for some exceptional categories of monuments
as the funerary reliefs from the Bosporan kingdom* or
the painted steles from Chersonesus Taurica.”> We can add
several corpora devoted to stamps on amphorae or tiles due
in particular to Sergei Monakhov, Vladimir Kats and Nikolai
Fedoseev.*

This work has been accompanied by the publication of several
important contributions to onomastics and prosopography.
I only mention here the fourth and fifth volumes of the
monumental Lexicon of Greek Personal Names (2005 and 2010)
edited in Oxford under the direction of late Peter Fraser and
Elaine Matthews and with the collaboration of many other
scholars, Dan Dana’s commented repertory on Thracian
personal names,” as well as his numerous contributions in
Thracian onomastics,® my own Prosopographia Ponti Euxini
externa,”” Nikolai Nikolaev’s essays on Olbian prosopography?*
and several onomastic studies due to Sergei Tokhtasev.”* On
the other hand, several thematic corpora have been already
produced and many other interesting projects have been
announced: Madidlina Dana is preparing as a habilitation
at Paris a corpus of the letters on lead or ceramics (with a
substantial Pontic contribution),® Aleksei Belousov works on
a corpus of the defixiones found on the North shore of the Black
Sea, while Johannes Nollé and Marta Oller Guzman already
announced their intention to compile, after the model of
the well-known Steinepigramme aus dem griechischen Osten,* a
corpus of the epigrams furnished by the cities of the West and
North shores of the Black Sea (ca. 1000 texts).*

We can add several contributions to problems concerning
political, social, economic, cultural and religious history of the
West* and North Pontic areas® based largely on epigraphic
material.®

(SEG 57, 701); 2009a (SEG 59, 814); 2009b (SEG 59, 815-816); 2010 (SEG
60, 808-809); 2013 (SEG 63, 568); 2014; 2015a; 2015b; Makarov and
Samoilenko 2013 (SEG 63, 561-565).

31 Gavrilov et al. 2004 (SEG 54, 676).

3 Kreuz 2012.

3 Posamentir 2011 (SEG 61, 608).

3 Monakhov et al. 2016; Kats 2007; 2015; Gavrilov 2011; Fedoseev 2012;
2016.

% D.Dana 2014a.

% 1 give just a selection: D. Dana 2001-03; 2005; 2006 (SEG 55, 728 and
56, 814); 2009 (SEG 59, 760-767); 2014a; 2014b; 2014c; 2014d; 2016.

% Avram 2013a (SEG 63, 556).

% Nikolaev 2008; 2014.

% T mention here Tokhtasev 2000a; 2005; 2007a (SEG 57, 702); 2007b
(SEG 57, 691).

* Defended on 31 March 2018. See also Ceccarelli 2013.

“ Belousov 2012 (SEG 63, 591).

#2 Merkelbach and Stauber1998-2004.

“ Nollé and Oller Guzman 2016.

“ Nawotka 1997; Boteva 1997 (SEG 47, 1112); Tacheva 2000-04;
Oppermann 2004 (SEG 54, 657); 2010; Chiekova 2008 (SEG 58, 718);
Matei-Popescu 2010.

5 Vinogradov 1997a (SEG 47, 1163); Saprykin 2002; Hupe 2006 (SEG 56,
896); Tokhtasev 2006 (SEG 66, 85); Miiller 2010 (SEG 60, 794). In
contrast, for a bad example of using epigraphic material in order to
support a lot of strange theories, see Yailenko 2010 (cf. SEG 60, 801).
6 For Miletus and its colonies, see now Nawotka 1999 (SEG 49, 1527);
2014. For Megara and its colonies Robu 2014. On cultural life M. Dana
2011 (SEG 61, 591).
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It is, therefore, allowed to speak about remarkable progress
in the systematic editing of the Greek and Latin inscriptions
of the Pontic area. As for the predictable perspective, I think
that a new task for all of us is to integrate at least a part of
this impressive epigraphic crop into the standard ‘universal’
corpora: Inscriptiones Graecae for the Greek inscriptions of the
western and northern shores and, for the Latin inscriptions,
Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, whose very old third volume,
including inter alia Thrace, Moesia Inferior and the North
Pontus, must be re-edited imperatively.

Among the inscriptions discovered and published in the
last 20 years I would mention first of all some rarities which
could define a real peculiarity of Pontic epigraphy: the
lead letters and the defixiones, mostly from the Archaic and
Classical periods. 1t is true - and I make no apology - that
many of these pieces which of late have appeared especially
in Russian publications are due to illegal excavations made by
occasional ‘archaeologists’ with metal detectors and belong
to rather suspect private collections. The same phenomenon
can be detected in the strange number of Roman military
diplomas which appeared for some decades, mostly given
as coming from ‘the Lower Danube’, ‘Bulgaria’ or ‘former
Yugoslavia’, which means without any doubt that they had
been detected on these territories, robbed and sold on the
Western antiquities market. Unfortunately, countries around
the Black Sea cannot successfully control on all occasions
their own patrimony. The presence of such pieces in private
collections is now a terrible reality. I do not discuss here the
legal problems but, insofar these pieces have already been
extracted from their initial archaeological context, I express
my opinion that the only way to preserve at least a part of
information is for collectors to open the door to epigraphists.
There are obviously two distinct questions: the legal status
of these objects and their scientific value as published
monuments accessible to the scholars.

Many of the private lead or ceramic letters? concern the
slave trade. This category of documents already reveals five
terms for designating slaves: beside the classical doloi/dolai
(in the already known, since 1971, and largely commented
upon letter of Achillodoros from Berezan from the second
half of the 6th or the first quarter of the 5th century BC,*
and, more recently, as douloi, in a letter from Panticapaeum,
from the end of the 5th or the beginning of the 4th century
BC),” we find pais (letter from Olbia, ca. 540-535 BC;” letter
from Phanagoria, ca. 530-510 BC),"' paidion (or paidiskos)
(letter from Gorgippia, ca. 350-325 BC),* oiketai (letter from

7 Vinogradov 1997b (SEG 47, 1175); 1998 (SEG 48, 988, 1011, 1024,
1029); M. Dana 2004 (cf. Santiago Alvarez and Gardefies Santiago 2006
[SEG 54, 694]); 2007 (SEG 57, 689); 2016a; 2016b; 2017; Stolba 2005a (SEG
55, 859); 2005b (SEG 55, 857); Saprykin and Fedoseev 2010a; 2010b (SEG
60, 853); Awianowicz 2011 (SEG 59, 834); Bravo 2011 (SEG 61, 598, 615,
636); 2013 (SEG 63, 590 and 628); Belousov and Saprykin 2013 (see for
this letter SEG 61, 614, with other editions and polemics; cf. Bravo
2014-15); Kashaev and Pavlichenko 2015; Zavoikina and Pavlichenko
2016.

“ Dubois 1996, no. 23. See also no. 24.

# Saprykin and Fedoseev 2010b (SEG 60, 853; Ceccarelli 2013, 341,
no. 9).

0 Vinogradov 1997b, 154-57, no. 1 (SEG 48, 988; M. Dana 2007, 70-72,
no. 1; Ceccarelli 2013, 336, no. 2). Cf. Bravo 2007 (SEG 58, 742).

5! Vinogradov 1998, 160-63, no. 3 (SEG 48, 1024; M. Dana 2007, 87-88,
no. 12; Ceccarelli 2013, 337-338, no. 4). Cf. Bravo 2007, 55; 2013.

52 Vinogradov 1997b (SEG 47, 1175; M. Dana 2007, 89-90, no. 13; Miiller
2010, 364, no. 5 ; Ceccarelli 2013, 343, no. 13).
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Olbia from the end of the 6th century BC)* and andrapodon
(in a newly published letter from Patrasys from the second
half of the 5th century). Nevertheless, as 1 have tried to
demonstrate,” all these documents concern the slave trade
and do not inform us about employment of servile manpower
in the Pontic cities. We can confirm that the Black Sea
constantly supplied the Mediterranean world with slaves
but we continue to ignore the people concerned with the
agriculture and workshops of the Pontic cities: free labour or,
in some cases, as in Byzantium or Heraclea Pontica, where we
have some litterary evidence, dependent native communities,
are in my opinion to be preferred as possible answer to this
question.

As for the defixiones,’ beside their contribution to the study of
magic in the Greek world, we have the chance to detect a huge
onomastic stock: rare, even new Greek, Scythian or Anatolian
names which are now to be added to A Lexicon of Greek Personal
Names V.

I would like to mention two other categories of inscriptions
on metal which have been revealed in the Pontic area in
particular in the last two decades. On the one hand, sling
bullets with their names which could be sometimes identified
with historical personnalities such as Alexander the Great
or his generals. We have such finds in Olbia, in the Dobrudja
and in Bulgaria.” On the other hand, inscriptions on silver
objects from Thracian treasures, in particular the sensational
discovery of the tomb of king Seuthes III from Golyama
Kosmatka mound with its vessels containing inter alia weight
notations, which opened the door to interesting metrological
studies.”® Both sling bullets and silver vessels from Thrace
represent fully new chapters in the Pontic epigraphy.

As for stone inscriptions, my selection can only be subjective.
I will start with so-called ‘historical” inscriptions which give
us new valuable information on political events imperfectly
known through literary testimonies. First of all, a ‘pierre
errante’ found many years ago in the Medieval necropolis
from Pliska, in Bulgaria, but coming, I would say, without
doubt from Istros/Histria, informs us about the first razzias of
the Germanic Skiroi at the Lower Danube about the end of the
3rd century BC.*® More inscriptions concern the Mithridatic
era: a fragmentary decree from Istros/Histria for a strategos
of the king,* a titulus honorarius for another one from Olbia,*
a fragmentary proxeny decree from Olbia® and, in particular,

55 M. Dana 2004 (SEG 54, 694). Cf. Bravo 2011, 67-85 (SEG 61, 636).

54 Zavoikina and Pavlichenko 2016.

* Avram 2007a.

56 Tokhtasev 2000b (SEG 50, 702 = NGCT 118-121); Saprykin and Zinko
2003 (SEG 55, 867); Avram et al. 2007 (SEG 57, 665-671); Tokhtasev
2009a (SEG 57, 748; 59, 865); Belousov 2012; 2016; 2017; Belousov and
Fedoseev 2014; 2016; Belousov, Dana and Nikolaev 2016; Belousov and
Dana 2017; Stolba 2016.

7 Olbia: Anochin and Rolle 1998 (SEG 48, 1021). Bulgaria and
Romanian Dobrudja: Paunov and Dimitrov 2000 (SEG 52, 699); Christov
and Manov 2011 (SEG 61, 556); Avram et al. 2013 (SEG 63, 510-517 and
1873); Avram 2013b; 2016; Nankov 2015; 2016; Manov 2016; Manov and
Torbov 2016.

%8 Manov 2006; Tzochev 2016. See also for the personal names and
toponyms on silver vessels from Thracian treasures Loukopoulou
2008 (SEG 58, 668).

% Milchev 2002 (SEG 52, 754); Avram 2015. Cf. Sharankov 2005c.

¢ Avram and Bounegru 1997 (SEG 47, 1125); 2006 (SEG 56, 845).

¢! Krapivina and Diatroptov 2005 (SEG 55, 855).

¢ Ivantchik 2007 (SEG 57, 723).
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a very spectacular monument from Phanagoria bearing the
inscription ‘Hypsikrates, wife of king Mithradates Eupator
Dionysos, farewell’.®> Not only do we learn that the queen
died in Phanagoria but attention is required by the masculine
name of Mithradates’ last wife, which spectacularly confirms
Plutarch’s story (Pompeius 32. 8) about her bravery which
attracted a masculine form for her name. A basis for a statue
from Callatis erected for Cn. Cornelius Lentulus Augur, patron
of the city,* to which we can recently add another inscription
from Dionysopolis,” clarifies the context of the important
military operations at the Lower Danube between ca. 9 and 6
BC and a decree from Istros/Histria® mentions the activities
of the governor L. Pomponius Flaccus and his primipilaris C.
Tulius Vestalis, both mentioned in Ovid’s poems, about AD 19.
Therefore, the ‘prehistory’ of the Roman province of Lower
Moesia begins to reveal its secrets step by step. Finally, I would
mention as a rather rare epigraphic class the fragmentary
enkomion from Panticapaeum for a noble companion of a
Bosporan king who might be identified with Sauromates II or
II1.7

Other inscriptions offer new data on the administrative and
military organisation of the Roman provinces of Thrace and
Lower Moesia, for example the beautiful series of monuments
from Philippopolis concerning the Thracian koinon,®® the
documents from Dionysopolis or from the middle Strymon
Valley revealing names of new strategies in Thrace® and many
others (Latin or Greek) about the distribution and activities of
Roman military units or of the Classis Flavia Moesica. Perhaps
the most spectacular discovery of the last decades is the
temple of the Pontic Mother of Gods from Dionysopolis.”
We have the oportunity, since it is rather well preserved, not
only to examine the architecture of this region during the
Hellenistic period but also to discuss an impressive collection
of epigraphic material, only partially published until now:™
beautiful decrees entirely preserved, inscriptions concerning
Thracian kings and strategies, dedications to several gods and
goddesses made by various associations, etc. Let’s add, for
their beauty, their antiquity (5th-4th centuries BC) and their
importance for onomastic studies the impressive collection
of funerary steles from Apollonia Pontica bearing a lot of rare
Ionian names.”

For the cultural life in the Pontic cities I can mention some
interesting epigrams from Philippopolis” or from coastal
cities, in particular that for an actor from Byzantium who
performed and died in Tomis™ and a Christian epigram from
the same city.”

8 Kuznetsov 2006, 238-43 (SEG 56, 934).

¢ Avram and Ionescu 2007-09 (SEG 60, 783).

¢ N. Sharankov, in Lazarenko et al. 2010, 36 = Lazarenko et al. 2013,
63-64 (SEG 60, 763, with brief commentary).

% Barbulescu and Buzoianu 2014. Cf. Jones 2016; Kantor 2017.

¢ Bowersock and Jones 2006 (AE 2005, 1340; SEG 55, 862). Cf. Ivantchik
2014.

% Sharankov 2007a.

% Parissaki 2009 (SEG 59, 718); 2013 (SEG 63, 468); Sharankov 2015.

70 Lazarenko et al. 2010 (SEG 60, 758-779); 2013 (SEG 63, 520).

71 See an overview in SEG 60, 758-779.

72 Giuzelev 2002 (SEG 52, 662-689); 2005; 2007-09 (SEG 60, 683-734). Cf.
Avram 2010 (SEG 60, 682).

73 Sharankov 2007b (SEG 57, 635). Cf. Jones 2011 (SEG 61, 564).

7# Avram and Jones 2011 with Staab 2011 (AE 2011, 1143; ‘Epigraphic
Bulletin for Greek Religion’ 27 [Kernos 2014], no. 8; SEG 61, 584). Cf.
Nollé and Oller Guzman 2016.

> Avram et al. 2016.
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Finally, among the Latin inscriptions the most important
would be perhaps the treaty between Rome and Callatis, the
only one we know in Latin in the whole series of documents
belonging to this class. The treaty was long known but a
complete edition with an attempt to re-construct the whole
text was given by me in 1999.7°

Last but not least, we cannot forget the graffiti. Some of them,
in particular those discovered in expressive archaeological
contexts, as in the Western temenos from Olbia, are full of
information about cults (including new epikleseis for some
divinities), religious associations and interesting personal
names not attested by inscriptions on stone. The most
important graffiti have been found in Olbia (where, due to
Anna Rusyaeva, we have since 2010 a corpus at our disposal),”
Nymphaeum (in particular on the well-known fresco)” and
Panticapaeum and its chora.”

I would conclude with the hope that our Pontic Greece will
continue to produce interesting new epigraphic evidence
able to attract prominent specialists world wide.
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