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Introduction:
Landscape Archaeology in the Near East

Biilent Arikan

Landscape Archaeology has become one of the most
prolific subdisciplines of archaeology. The field started
as a trend in assessing the spatial associations at local,
regional, and supra-regional scales in 1970s (Vita-Finzi,
1970; Hodder, 1976; Clarke, 1977). The first examples
of landscape research in archaeology focused on
the concept of site catchment; how a particular site
interacted with its immediate environment. While
underlying assumptions and the overall approach was
similar to human geography, this was also the first
time that nature-culture interactions were analyzed
at a deeper level. In time, direct borrowing of concepts
from neighboring fields brought criticisms among
archaeologists however intensifying research in this
sub-field gradually led to the emergence of various
theoretical approaches.

Throughout 1990s and early 2000s, Landscape
Archaeology has become the embodiment of the study
of cultural landscapes; how natural environment was
transformed in time and which changes took place on
the natural environment as well as the consequences
of such anthropogenically induced transformations
(Hood, 1996; Spencer-Wood and Baugher, 2010).
The diversification in research brought assessment
of material, social, and cognitive aspects of past
landscapes. Such different approaches under Landscape
Archaeology also brought diverse theoretical constructs
such as the concept of social space (Delle, 1998).

The diversification of research and the development
of various theoretical perspectives in Landscape
Archaeology benefited —significantly from the
integration of new field and analytical methods in
archaeology. From the use of past environmental proxy
records such as isotopes and pollens to the introduction
of geographical information systems and unmanned
aerial vehicles to gather and analyze large sets of data
to answer archaeology-driven research questions,
Landscape Archaeology has come to represent a well-
defined approach within the discipline with her unique
sets of methods and theoretical perspectives.

In the Near East, arguably the most prominent figure
in Landscape Archaeology is Tony J. Wilkinson (1948-
2014). His research on reconstructing how various
parts of the Near East evolved geomorphologically and
to what extent these past landscapes contributed to
the socio-cultural and economic evolution of cultures

(see Wilkinson, 2003) opened numerous venues for
researchers with similar interests in the region.
Today, his impact on the Landscape Archaeology of
the Near East is very much alive and shaping our
research agendas. Partially through his attempts to
reconstruct past ecosystems around archaeological
sites and to reconstruct nature-culture interactions,
we have developed socio-ecological systems research that
specifically focuses on the long-term intended and
unintended consequences of anthropogenic land use
and land cover changes in the Near East.

This volume is largely shaped by the discussions during
the Second International Symposium of the Society for
Near Eastern Landscape Archaeology (SNELA), which
was held at Istanbul (Turkey) between March 13th and
16th 2019. The meeting had themes of:

i. long-distance trade patterns and resource use,

ii. the Holocene environmental change and human
adaptations,

ili. patterns of social complexity and human
impacts on ancient environments.

The meeting that lasted for two and a half days brought
together researchers from Germany, Iran, Israel,
Switzerland, and Turkey. Each theme was discussed in
designated sessions where a total of 20 papers were
delivered.

This volume contains 10 chapters each of which
represents unique approaches in  Landscape
Archaeology as of the beginning of 2020. Pazout (Ch.1)
discusses the significance of roads in understanding
past communication among archaeological sites
in southern Golan Heights. Emami (Ch.2) used the
most advanced tools to identify the risks related to
the preservation af Nagsh-e Rostam in Iran. Tilek
(Ch.3) offers and extensive assessment of how natural
landscape and past settlement systems in east Cilicia
Plain evolved. Feinman and Nicholas (Ch.4) discuss the
results of collective action and cooperation in terms
of the evolution of social complexity in Prehispanic
Mesoamerica, which provides an important comparison
for the Near East. Kiilek¢i and others (Ch.5) provide a
detailed assessment of the sandscape around ancient
Larissa and how it is possible to identify different
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segments of the landscape. Olsvig-Whittaker et al. (Ch.6)
discuss the ecological particulars of Wadi al-Arab and
within the scope of a regional project authors provide
the long-term evolution of settlement patterns, Isikli
and Besikgi (Ch.7) provide an assessment of the human-
environment interaction in northeast highlands of
Anatolia, which is a relatively less known region that
has significant ties with the Caucasus. Turner and
others (Ch.8) emphasize the role of landscape research
in preserving and maintaining cultural heritage,
which may be at risk due to modern land development
projects. Giir (Ch.9) offers a detailed assessment of
social complexity and the role of gender in the Cilician
Plain, especially from the perspective of households.
Finally, Arikan (Ch.10) provides the long-term changes
in the settlement patterns of the Amuq Plain.

This volume is intended to provide a general guide
to researchers with wide range of interests. For
specialists, this volume will be a valuable reference to
follow the most recent developments in the field. For
non-specialists, contributions here will provide them
with detailed glimpse into persistent themes in the
Landscape Archaeology of the Near East.

Biilent Arikan
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