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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

Studies to appear in print, should be the result of a long-standing collaboration between

the Winchester Schools Archaeological Committee and the Winchester Research
Unit. The facts of this collaboration are detailed elsewhere (pp. 1—2), but I am glad to
emphasise the great potential of schools archaeology when close contact is possible
between the energies and enthusiasm of schools and a full-time professional unit in their
area. In this particular case the work could not have been incorporated in the already
heavy programme undertaken by the Winchester Excavations Committee, so that when
the initiative to undertake the project came from Giles Clarke, then a pupil at Winchester
College, the Excavations Committee was eager to support his idea. They have been happy
to provide whatever assistance was needed through to publication and to welcome this
volume in their series of Winchester Studies.
 Perhaps the greatest contribution of the Lankhills project in broad terms is its demon-
stration of the fundamental importance of cemetery archaeology to an understanding of
Roman Winchester, and thus to our comprehension of Romano-British towns in general.
Our knowledge of the fourth-century city, and particularly of its social structure and
composition, has been illuminated by study of the Lankhills cemetery in ways which
would not have been possible from an examination of the occupied areas alone. The
archaeology of death has made a notable contribution to an understanding of the living
community that was Venta Belgarum.

IT is a particularly happy circumstance that this, the second volume of Winchester

MARTIN BIDDLE
Winchester
23 September 1976

Much time has passed since we published our first Winchester Studies volume in 1976, and
much too has changed in the world of book production. As a result of developments in digital
technologies, academic publications now reach wider audiences via options to read online and
print on demand. From the earliest days of the development of technology to enable online
publication, we have been exploring options for digitising our volumes, while maintaining
close attention to the quality of reproduction, especially of our large scale and complex
illustrations. Those familiar with our volumes will know that many of these illustrations run
across long fold-out sheets, not immediately amenable to digital reproduction. Yet the team
at Archaeopress have handled complexities such as these (and many more) innovatively and
with care, ensuring important facets like scale and pagination are maintained throughout each
volume. It is only through the expertise, dedication, and enthusiasm of Archaeopress and
their team that this attention to detail and accuracy in digital reproduction has been achieved,
and for that we are very grateful.

Martin Biddle
8 November 2021
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

with the preparation of this book. I would like to thank them all and especially

the Winchester Research Unit, where this book was put together, and the Direc-
tor of the Unit, Mr. Martin Biddle, who edited the text and organised the illustrative
material. It was at Mr. Biddle’s initiative that Lankhills was incorporated into the
Research Unit’s programme; without this full publication of the site might well have
been impossible. This book also owes a particular debt to Mr. Nick Griffiths who drew
all the Lankhills finds, and to Professor Sheppard Frere who read and commented on
the final typescript. And I would like to pay tribute to the generous support given
throughout by Winchester College.

Most of those who helped are mentioned elsewhere, but a few who are not I must
acknowledge here. Part IT and Chapters 1 and 2 of Part IV constituted a doctoral thesis
accepted by the University of London in November 1975. This thesis was written in the
Institute of Archaeology in London under the supervision of Dr. Richard Reece. Many
people kindly commented on individual chapters of the book, among them Dr. Reece,
Mrs. S. C. Hawkes, Professor J. Mertens, and Dr. J. N. L. Myres.

The typing of the book was paid for with the assistance of a grant from the Marc
Fitch Fund, additional to that signified opposite, and was undertaken by Mrs. Stefanie
Boden, Mrs. Sioned Vos, Mrs. Sione Carden, Mrs. Carol Cookson, and Mrs. Stella
Smythe. The tabular material was checked by Mr. David Critchley and the index was
compiled by Miss Catharine Gale. Last, but by no means least, the book was seen
through the press by Miss Eileen Power. To all of them I am grateful.

GILES CLARKE

MANY individuals and institutions helped with the excavations at Lankhills and

Box House, Nr. Stroud, Glos.
23 September 1976

This volume may once again be purchased in hard copy, and perhaps more important, is
available on-line free of charge. Such munificence would have seemed a very remote
possibility when the volume was published in 1979 and I take this opportunity to express
my appreciation to Archaeopress Publishing, the Winchester Excavations Committee and all
those who have facilitated the continuing work of the Committee.

Much that can now be learnt from Lankhills would have seemed unimaginable in 1979
and important further excavations have taken place at the site since then. An appendix in
Winchester Studies 3.i contains a brief reconsideration of this report in the light of these
developments to date. But research never stands still and we can be confident that the next 40
years will permit insights to be obtained that are as difficult to predict now as some of today’s
insights were in 1979.

Giles Clarke
4 November 2021
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INTRODUCTION

graves and their contents. The graves formed part of the northern cemetery of

Roman Winchester, and lay in the grounds of Lankhills School (Fig. 1). Initially,
the book was envisaged as a short factual account, but it was soon realised that it would
have to be expanded and it has become, in effect, more of a case-study than an excavation
report. There are two reasons for this. First, Lankhills has produced the largest datable
collection of late Roman objects yet published from Britain. Second, study of the graves
has raised important ethnic and religious issues, which not only need discussion in them-
selves, but which also require techniques of analysis to be devised and applied if the
full potential of their study is to be achieved.

The four parts of the book are largely self-contained. Part I describes what was found,
together with the necessary background. Interpretation is limited to explaining the
internal characteristics of the individual graves and features, which are treated for the
most part as isolated units. In Part II new techniques of analysis are described and ap-
plied. Interpretation here is concerned with the site as a whole, but no outside comparison
is attempted. Part III presents objects found at Lankhills. They are considered by cate-
gories, in an order following that used in the analysis of the grave-furniture in Part II.
Comparative material is fully discussed, and where a particular category warrants it,
questions of where the objects were made and who used them are considered. Finally, -
Part IV is concerned with the wider issues. There are sections on the ethnic and religious
issues and on Romano-British burial practice in general. The latter is included principally
to indicate the degree to which Lankhills is or is not typical of late Romano-British ceme-
teries, and thus the degree to which future researchers can use it to generalise about
Roman Britain.

The book does not include a full report on the human skeletons because the first part
of Volume g of Winchester Studies is devoted entirely to physical anthropology. The
Lankhills skeletal material will be included there, where it can be compared with the
results derived from the study of later cemeteries in and around Winchester. Detailed
work on the Lankhills skeletons is currently in progress and the implications of this
work will be indicated and assessed in Winchester Studies g.

THIS book is about the excavation, interpretation, and analysis of 451 late Roman
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F1G. 1. Venta Belgarum and its cemeteries (1: 10,000).

Sites mentioned in the text, 1, Cathedral Green; 2, Brook Street; 3, Wolvesey; 4, Tower Street; 5, Castle Yard; 6, South Gate;
7, St. George’s Street; 8, eastern cemetery; 9, Winnall; 10, northern cemetery; 11, western- and south-western burial areas.





