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Preface

Some books on the Roman army make little or no mention of slingers who were an 
element in the Roman armed forces over many centuries. The present monograph 
seeks to redress the balance. The emphasis is on the historical and epigraphic evidence, 
set against the political and military events of the period 90-31 BC. 

For their assistance and advice during the preparation of this monograph, I should 
particularly like to thank the late Prof. J.N. Adams (All Souls College, Oxford), Dr J.D. 
Bateson and J. Ericsson (The Hunterian, University of Glasgow), Prof. D.J. Breeze and Dr 
T.S. Brown (University of Edinburgh), Prof. R.P.H. Green (University of Glasgow), Prof. 
Á. Morillo Cerdán (Universidad Complutense de Madrid), Dr Regine Müller (Pohlheim), 
Prof. J. Osborne (Carleton University, Ottawa) and Dr Silvia Pellegrini (Museo Civico 
Archeologico, Modena). I am especially grateful to Dr J.H. Reid (Trimontium Trust, 
Melrose) for many insights into slinging, often as a result of his practical experiments. 
The discovery in 2015-16 of numerous lead bullets by Dr Reid and A. Nicholson at the 
hillfort of Burnswark (Dumfries and Galloway) reignited my interest in this category of 
ancient evidence. Dr Marenne Zandstra (Museum Het Valkhof, Nijmegen) kindly made 
available passages from her unpublished doctoral thesis. For access to the collections of 
bullets in their care, I thank Gemma Plumpton and colleagues (The Ashmolean, Oxford) 
and Antonio Fernández Ugalde (Museo Histórico Municipal, Écija). Prof. D.J. Breeze and 
Prof. A.M. Small kindly read an early version of the text, to my advantage. 

The following chapters were largely written in 2019-22 during periods of lockdown 
and restrictions imposed by Covid 19. In searching out academic papers in journals 
not then accessible to me, I was fortunate in being able to enlist the help of Prof. Y. 
Le Bohec (Lille), Dr A. Montgomery (London), Valerie Scott (British School at Rome) 
and Dr Helen Whitehouse (The Ashmolean, Oxford). I subsequently made extensive use 
of the substantial resources of Glasgow University Library and the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford. Mike Schurer and his colleagues at Archaeopress saw the manuscript through 
to publication with their customary skill. The maps were prepared by the author. With 
a few exceptions Roman place-names are given in their Latin forms, with the modern 
name (if different) in brackets. On the maps, modern place-names are shown in Italics.

The lead bullets illustrated below (Figures 9, 13, 18, 20, 32, 33, 35) were redrawn by 
the author from published sources which are acknowledged in the captions. Individual 
bullets are reproduced here at approximately 1:1, except for Figure 33 which is at 2:1. 
Stefania Peterlini (British School at Rome) facilitated the acquisition of an image from 
the Museo della Civiltà Romana, Rome, and Rosanna van den Bogaerde one from The 
Ashmolean, Oxford. All the bullets illustrated are identified in the text. In the footnotes 
bibliographic items are listed in chronological order of publication.


