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archaeological literature.
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Introduction

On 15 April 1986 a chance discovery was made at the village of Qidfa‘ («88), when a farm was being
enlarged by the levelling of a small mound located on the eastern edge of the property (Plate 1;
UTM 40R 435205¢, 27986161, alt. 8 m). While bulldozing the mound, large stone ceilings and two
hollows described by the locals as ‘caves’ came to light. With the appearance of the unexpected
hollows, the bulldozing stopped and soon curious village children had their turn to enter one
hollow and exit from the other, retrieving a small number of stone vessels. The Emiri Court (diwan)
in the Emirate was informed of the discovery and invited the author, then the archaeological
adviser of the Department of Antiquities in al-‘Ain, to explore the discovery. The author immediately
visited the site accompanied by Nasser Hussain al-Abboudi, then head of the archaeological section
of the Department of Information and Culture in Sharjah, and Mustafa Toufig, of the same
department. In Fujairah town, Dr Omar Al Sheikh Khalil joined us, then in-charge of the Cultural
Section at the Emiri court. Due to the importance of the discovery, the author proposed to the
Diwan an immediate rescue excavation, which continued for two seasons. The author, assisted by
Mustafa Toufiq excavated the first season. Morkooth Nanu, then a member of the Department of
Antiquities in al-‘Ain, succeeded the latter during the second season. The first season commenced
on 22 April 1986, a week after the discovery, using four local labourers, and concluded on 22 May
1986. The excavations continued during the entire day so as to watch over the site as long as
possible to ensure its protection. The author drew, registered and restored the fragmented pottery
vessels, which continued until 8 June 1986, a day before Eid al-Fitr. He pursued these activities
continued day and night at the diwan building in Fujairah town. Starting on 1 March 1987, the
second season ended on the 22nd of the same month.

During the busy first and second seasons spent at the village of Qidfa‘, the author managed to
spare some time and carried out a survey in search of other evidence of archaeology visible on the
ground surface in the farms and between the old and newly built concrete houses. The discovery
of four more archaeological sites resulted, designated Qidfa¢ 2-5 (Plate 2). Three of these were
suspected to be burial sites and one a settlement. Qidfa¢ 2 is a low small mound, immediately
south-east of Qidfa‘ 1, possibly also a tomb. Qidfa‘ 3, the largest and highest mound, is suspected
to be a settlement with a surface covered with small to medium size pebbles. The latter has an
irregular shape thought to have resulted by farming operations and the building of a house which
surrounding the site on three sides. Qidfa‘ 4 is another tomb slightly smaller than Qidfa‘ 1, located
in a large open space, which has been used by the inhabitants as a soccer field, situated between
houses. It is about 700m south-east of Qidfa‘l. Unlike the last four sites, which are located to the
eastern side of the asphalt road leading north to Khor Fakkan, Qidfa‘5 is located on the western one
and seems to be a subterranean burial (not marked in Plate 2). A number of old Islamic cemeteries
lay in the area extending east of the sites, whilst rock carvings and stone cairns were seen in the
foothills of the mountain overlooking the village from the north. A small group of stone cairns
have also been located on an outcrop, some 900m east of site 1 (Plate 3).

Excavation at Qidfa‘ 1 revealed a prehistoric collective tomb, in use through the Wadi Suq into the
Iron Age. To the best of the excavator’s knowledge its remains count to the richest ever discovered
in the UAE. The announcement of the finds at Qidfa‘ 1 rapidly changed the negative attitude of
certain archaeologists towards the archaeology of Fujairah and attracted several, as shown below.!

1 Several local newspapers, in Arabic and English, first noted this find. The initial results of the excavations were presented, but not
published, by the author in 1986 at the Seminar of Arabian Studies in London. Shirley Kay also publicized the archaeology of the UAE
in her first book in 1986 (Emirates archaeological heritage) for general readers, which is based on a television series, and in a second book
(Land of the emirates) of 1988, although the Iron Age date of Qidfa‘ 1 was not yet certain. Daniel T. Potts mentioned the site as one among
others on the Batina coastal zone (1990b: 1374).





