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Foreword to the XVII UISPP Congress  
Proceedings Series Edition

Luiz Oosterbeek
Secretary-General

UISPP has a long history, starting with the old International Association of Anthropology and 
Archaeology, back in 1865, until the foundation of UISPP itself in Bern, in 1931, and its growing 
relevance after WWII, from the 1950’s. We also became members of the International Council of 
Philosophy and Human Sciences, associate of UNESCO, in 1955.

In its XIVth world congress in 2001, in Liège, UISPP started a reorganization process that was 
deepened in the congresses of Lisbon (2006) and Florianópolis (2011), leading to its current structure, 
solidly anchored in more than twenty-five international scientific commissions, each coordinating a 
major cluster of research within six major chapters: Historiography, methods and theories; Culture, 
economy and environments; Archaeology of specific environments; Art and culture; Technology and 
economy; Archaeology and societies.

The XVIIth world congress of 2014, in Burgos, with the strong support of Fundación Atapuerca 
and other institutions, involved over 1700 papers from almost 60 countries of all continents. The 
proceedings, edited in this series but also as special issues of specialized scientific journals, will 
remain as the most important outcome of the congress.

Research faces growing threats all over the planet, due to lack of funding, repressive behavior and 
other constraints. UISPP moves ahead in this context with a strictly scientific programme, focused 
on the origins and evolution of humans, without conceding any room to short term agendas that are 
not root in the interest of knowledge.

In the long run, which is the terrain of knowledge and science, not much will remain from the 
contextual political constraints, as severe or dramatic as they may be, but the new advances into 
understanding the human past and its cultural diversity will last, this being a relevant contribution for 
contemporary and future societies.

This is what UISPP is for, and this is also why we are currently engaged in contributing for the 
relaunching of Human Sciences in their relations with social and natural sciences, namely collaborating 
with the International Year of Global Understanding, in 2016, and with the World Conference of the 
Humanities, in 2017.

The next two congresses of UISPP, in Melbourne (2017) and in Geneva (2020), will confirm this 
route.
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Foreword to the Volume

Marc-Antoine Kaeser
President of the Commission “History of Archaeology”,  

Executive Committee of the UISPP

The present volume gathers the communications of the three sessions organized under the auspices of 
the Commission ‘History of Archaeology’ at the XVII UISPP World Congress Burgos 2014. 

In the UISPP, our commission is traditionally labelled as ‘Commission 1’, a wording which testifies 
to the importance conferred to historiography for a long time now within the official bodies of the 
UISPP. After a stage of relative standby since the 2006 World Congress in Lisbon, this commission 
was the object of a thorough renewal in 2012. In its present composition, it brings together 23 scholars 
from 16 different countries, on three continents (Australia, Europe, Northern and Southern Americas). 
On the basis of this broad representativity, the commission endeavours to develop historiographic 
scholarship for the benefit of reflexive archaeological perspectives, while emphasizing transversal 
and international perspectives. 

These concerns substantiate the general title of the volume: ‘History of Archaeology: International 
Perspectives’. On each of the three thematics under scrutiny, the contributors have actually been 
invited to take into account and to advocate approaches likely to illustrate the richness and the 
diversity of archaeological research traditions, as well as to shed light on the intellectual and cultural 
exchanges which have been implemented throughout the history of our discipline. 

In a programmatic manner, the first part of this volume deals precisely with ‘International relations in 
the history of archaeology’. The eleven contributions collected for the session organised by Margarita 
Díaz-Andreu and Víctor M. Fernández tackle a particularly productive topic in the field today. In 
actual fact, this seminal research field currently echoes in a way the strong trend of scholarship 
about the influence of nationalism on our discipline, which since the end of the 1980s, has greatly 
contributed to the takeoff and overall recognition of the history of archaeology. 

The second part, entitled ‘The Revolution of the Sixties in prehistory and protohistory’, is the outcome 
of a partnership with the Commission ‘Archaeological Methods and Theory’. The seven contributions 
collected by François Djindjian and Alessandro Guidi strive to document and analyse a recent past, 
which is still often burdened with the weight of teleological and presentist appraisals. The inclusion 
in this volume of this session significantly dedicated to the genealogy of schools of thought and to 
the study of complex methodological and technical issues illustrates our commitment to tackling 
historical issues as well, which are closely linked to current theoretical debates in our discipline. 

Such is also the aim of the third part, which addresses ‘Lobbying for Archaeology’. As shown by the 
five contributions of this session organised by Géraldine Delley and the undersigned, archaeology 
has not only been instrumentalized by political powers and ideological interests. It has also found 
fruitful alliances with economic agents or bodies, where mutual advantages were gained on practical, 
technical bases. In our opinion, a reflexive, critical approach to these various forms of lobbying 
should ensure a useful awareness regarding the structural problems our discipline faces today, 
regarding its funding methods. 
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