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Preface
Juan Antonio Quirds Castillo
Universidad del Pais Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea

2016 saw the 30™ anniversary of the publication of the report written following the first Spanish
Medieval Archaeology Congress. Organised in April 1985 in Huesca by a fledgling Spanish Medieval
Archaeology Association, it was attended by 400 researchers and the report was published in five
volumes that covered a wide range of topics. Although the antecedents of the discipline can be traced
back to the 19t century, similarly to what occurred in other European countries and other archaeological
disciplines, the Huesca meeting can be considered to have been a true ‘constituent assembly’ for the
discipline in its modern sense, which at the time was beginning to break out of its academic marginality.

Since then many things have changed: beginning with its partial academic institutionalisation; four more
national congresses; the whirlwind of preventive archaeology; the construction of powerful narratives
on the part of Al-Andalus archaeology, in contrast to weaker development in the study of the other
medieval societies; the launching of a large number of specialised journals; and the building of solid
bridges with other European archaeological traditions. However, academic marginality with respect to
medieval history and other archaeological disciplines, the extreme disciplinary fragmentation,
theoretical weakness, the failure of the association when providing cohesion to the archaeological
community and the profound asymmetry existing between the archaeology in the early and late Middle
Ages are other features that characterise the current situation. This commemoration has given us the
opportunity to jointly reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of this discipline.

One reason this volume is being published two years after the anniversary of the Huesca report is the
difficulty encountered in its design and production. On the one hand, the lack of resources available to
the promoter made it impossible to hold one or two meetings to discuss the approaches to the project
and its most controversial topics. Moreover, it was particularly difficult to choose both its format and
the profile of the authors who should work on it.

Four criteria were followed in the design of this volume. Firstly, not to place the emphasis on the
historiographic dimension, but on the critical evaluation of the current problems and some of the main
topics of study, formulating proposals and working suggestions for the future. Secondly, in most cases it
was decided to rely on newly-consolidated researchers or those in the process of consolidation, in the
belief that they could provide fresh and stimulating approaches. Thirdly, all authors were asked to
include bibliographic and critical references and useful elements to provide students who are starting
out or are interested in medieval archaeology with tools for more in-depth study. Fourthly and finally,
priority was given to some of the subjects that, from the editor’s point of view, were destined to see
important developments in future years.

It must be said that not all the commissioned subjects and chapters have been included in this volume
for various reasons, so there are some gaps which may stand out. For example, the study of artefacts is
not present in this volume; neither is archaeobotany or studies of food and physical anthropology,
despite the relevance they have been gained in recent years. | would also have liked to include specific
chapters on such subjects as mobility, monasteries, identity-building, the necessary conceptual
renovation of preventive practices, peasantry and different methodological aspects. However, perhaps
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the most painful absences are the lack of studies devoted to archaeological theory and the relationship
between history and medieval archaeology. But we could not include everything, at least in this volume.

A second group of papers instead seeks to situate the practice of Hispanic medieval archaeology in a
wider geographical context. Unfortunately, some contributions were not handed in on time, particularly
those regarding the development of medieval archaeology in France and the Maghreb. This initiative is
neither original nor isolated. A few years ago, three thick volumes were published in the Bulletin of
Medieval Archaeology aimed at presenting a 'state of affairs' of medieval archaeology in Spain and
Portugal and its evolution over the last 30 years®. The format chosen at that time was territorial, more
specifically autonomous regions, so that each author or group of authors decided which approaches,
topics and examples were most relevant in each of the areas analysed. It is, without doubt, a
compendium of great value and usefulness, despite its heterogeneity and the fact that the volumes are
not always easily accessible. In addition, we should mention the recent publication of the excellent
manual edited by M. Valor and J. A. Gutiérrez?, which offers a solid summary of the archaeology of the
early and later Middle Ages. From a wider European perspective, a series of collective volumes have
been published in recent years to commemorate other anniversaries. These provide a valuable picture
of the state of the art and the ambitions of European medieval archaeology. The most important of these
are the books published to mark the 50" anniversary of the British Society of Medieval Archaeology?;
the 40" edition of the Italian journal, Archeologia Medievale*; the 30™ anniversary of Medieval
Archaeology studies at the University of Aarhus (Denmark)®; and the last 30 years of Medieval
Archaeology in France®. In their diversity, all these volumes provide a good diagnosis of the issues,
concerns and approaches that have been dealt with in much of Europe.

The aim of this volume is thus to contribute to this debate by offering, from a diversity of perspectives,
pertinent questions, new perspectives and accurate diagnoses that allow us to identify the main
challenges and to suggest some of the main priorities. The idea behind it is to reflect and propose, rather
than to celebrate. Although the subjects of the chapters are mainly defined according to academic
concerns, most of them also deal with the social dimension of archaeological practice. This volume was
prepared and edited within the framework of the research project "Peasant agency and socio-political
complexity in the north-west of the Iberian Peninsula in medieval times" (Ministry of Economy, Industry
and Competitiveness, AEl/ FEDER UE HUM2016-76094-C4-2-R), the Research Group on Cultural Heritage
and Landscapes (Basque Government, IT936-16) and the Rural Studies Group (associated unit UPV/EHU-
CSIC). The work was completed during a research stay as a visiting fellow at All Souls College, the
University of Oxford. | would therefore like to express my gratitude to that institution, which provided
me with the appropriate environment to be able to conclude it.

This volume is dedicated to the memory of Juan Zozaya Stabel-Hansen (1939-2017). Several months
were spent planning and discussing his participation in it, which would have focused on the

1 R. Bohigas, J. Zozaya, 2011, Arqueologia y Arqueologias y en la Peninsula Ibérica, Boletin de Arqueologia Medieval
15, pp. 21-23.

2J. A. Gutiérrez, M. Valor (ed), 2014, The Archaeology of Medieval Spain, 1100-1500, Equinox, London.

3 R. Gilchrist, A. Reynolds eds., 2009, Reflections: 50 years of Medieval Archaeology, 1957-2007, Routledge, New
York. Previously the Society of Medieval Archaeology had already published a volume on occasion of 25 years of
activity, D. Hinton ed., 1983, 25 years of Medieval Archaeology, University of Sheffield, Sheffield.

4S. Gelichi a cura di, 2014, Quarant’anni di Archeologia Medievale in Italia. La rivista, | temi, la teoria e i metodi,
All'Insegna del Giglio, Firenze.

> M. S. Kristiansen, E. Roesdahl, J. Graham-Campbell ed., 2015, Medieval Archaeology in Scandinavia and Beyond:
History, trends and tomorrow, Aarhus University Press, Aarhus.

6 J. Chapelot dir., 2010, Trente ans d’archéologie médiévale en France. Un bilan pour un avenir, Publications di
CRAHM, Caen.
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historiography of medieval archaeology in Spain and the definition of new challenges for the future.
Unfortunately, it was not to be. May this serve as a recognition of the fundamental role played by Juan
in building the foundations of modern medieval archaeology on the Iberian Peninsula.

Juan Antonio QUIROS CASTILLO

OXFORD, 21 MAY 2018
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