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1

The RES Series has been planned as collaboration 
between the Archaeological Unit of G. d’Annunzio 
University of Chieti and the publisher Archaeopress of 
Oxford, in order to publish the results of the projects 
and the researches of the different teams of Chieti 
working both in Italy and abroad. The first volume is 
dedicated to the Archaeological Mission in Cyrenaica, 
starting with the results of the seasons from 2006 to 
2008. 

The team of Chieti University is working in Cyrenaica 
since 1997, with an autonomous contract with the DoA, 
including different projects, employing several teams 
involved on different fields and including both Libyan, 
Italian, French and Spanish scholars, technicians, 
restorers, workers and senior students. 

The aim of the preliminary section of the volume is a 
introductory summary of the main projects in Libya 
of the team of Chieti, specifying their aims and the 
methodologies of the research,  both in the museum 
(sculptures and coins), in the areas just surrounding 
Cyrene (necropolis and rock cut sanctuaries) which 
must be considered as functional part of the site itself, 
as well as in the wider context of the chora (territory) 
of the ancient colony, which was characterised in 
antiquity by a strong hierarchic arrangement of the 
numerous rural sites and minor settlements, mostly 
still very monumental in appearance and preservation.  

Then a second section of the volume presents the 
interim reports of the season 2006, 2007 and 2008, as 
presented to the Department of Antiquities, in order 
to publish as much as possible the results. Obviously 
in some of the sites, especially the excavations, the 
organization by season is interrupting the continuity 
of the work, but it has been chosen to keep the original 
arrangement of the reports, in order to preserve the 
sense of development of the research through the years.

A third section of this volume , is characterised by an 
appendix with studies of other colleagues and teams 
which are collaborating to the project with specific 
researches, mostly still in progress.

Obviously this volume represent just a first issue, which 
will be then followed by further publications on Libyan 
studies and projects of the team of Chieti, aiming a 
publishing of the huge amount of results as much 
complete as possible.  The reports, 2009-10 and 2011-
15 are almost ready and they will be published then in 
short time.

This program of publishing the data has been planned 
mainly for sharing as much data as possible with 
other colleagues and for producing, together with 
other missions and publications, a base for the Libyan 
Archaeologists to build a proper archive of finds, sites 
and monuments. In this specific moment the chora 
(territory) of Cyrene is a huge open air museum, 
needing continuous monitoring and control, because of 
different typologies of risks, attacks and threats, often 
determining not only damages but even the loss of 
important monuments. Urbanization, building works, 
inappropriate  exploitation of the resources, ‘quarrying’ 
of the ancient monuments, looting, vandalism, war and 
black market of antiquities, are just some of the problems 
in this splendid context, so monumental and so rich 
in archaeological finds, as well as in environmental 
resources,  to be in extreme emergency at the moment. 
Therefore, publishing this patrimony, could document 
and preserve the finds and the monuments, both to 
improve the local awareness of the cultural heritage, as 
well as for offering a published base for claiming the 
finds in case of loss or presence on the black market.  
Special thanks go to the Department of Antiquities of 
Libya and to the colleagues working both in Cyrenaica 
and Tripolitania for helping and supporting constantly 
our Missions and this publication.
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