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INTRODUCTION

The Delta Survey Workshop  began as part of the Special Delta Survey Project of the Egypt
Exploration Society funded by the British Academy and organised by Dr Jeffery Spencer and Dr
Patricia Spencer in collaboration with the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities. The first five
workshops were held in Cairo at the British Council and in the Zamalek lecture theatre of the
Ministry, with the first in spring 2009. Each workshop has benefitted from the exchange of
archaeological information between colleagues working all over the Nile Delta, from the chance to
meet old and new friends and to support each other in our endeavours to record, research and
disseminate our archaeological and historical work in the northern provinces of Egypt. 

The Fifth Delta Survey Workshop was held in the Bibliotheca Alexandrina on 6th-7th April
2017 in collaboration with the Alexandria Center for Hellenistic Studies and the Sixth Delta Survey
Workshop was held in collaboration with the University of Mansoura on 11th-12th April 2019.
The papers in this volume reflect the breadth of presentations given at the two conferences. 

The Delta Survey project was established in order to gather information, often of the most
basic kind, from the numerous archaeological sites in the Egyptian Delta and to make it available
to the local authorities and interested scholars. The kind of data gathered at the sites ranges from
basci observations, photographica and visual inspection, to satellite data and images, topographical
and magnetic mapping, drill augers and material culture recording. Subsequently, some sites have
been the subject of more detailed excavation projects. The information is held by the Egypt
Exploration Society at: www.ees.ac.uk/delta-survey. Part of the remit of the project was to hold a
biennial workshop to bring together those carrying out archaeological work in the Delta in order to
share information and discuss themes and topics common to the Delta work. These Proceedings
are the first publication arising from the Workshops and, hopefully, not the last. The collegial
atmosphere of the workshops have been much appreciated over the years and seen new generations
of fieldworkers emerge.
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Hisham el-Leithy and colleagues from the foreign institutes working in Cairo and Egypt.

We would like to thank Dr Chris Naunton, Dr Margaret Mountford, Dr Cédric Gobeil and
Essam Nagy at the Egypt Exploration Society, Ken Emond at the British Academy and,
particularly, Dr Mohamed Kenawi CHS, Professor Ayman Wahby, Professor Maha Seguini and
Professor Randa Baligh in the University of Mansoura for all of their help and all of the participants
for their papers, posters, discussion and friendship.

In Alexandria we thank Dr Ismail Serageldin, Founding Director of Bibliotheca Alexandrina,
who inaugurated our Workshop, Dr Mohamed Kenawi in the Center for Hellenistic Studies (2017)
and his colleagues and students who worked so hard to make the Workshop a success. Thanks are
also  due  to the Travel Unit, Studio Unit  and the Conference Center for all of the logistical
support.                      

In Mansoura we thank Professor Dr Ashraf Abdel Basset, President  of Mansoura University,
Professor Ashraf Abdel Hafez, the Vice-President for Postgraduate Studies and Research,  Professor
Reda Sayed Ahmed, former Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Professor Mahmoud El-Giedy, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts, Professor Maha el-Seguini, former Vice-Dean for Postgraduate Studies and
Research and coordinator, Professor Mosa’ad Salama, Vice-Dean for  Postgraduate Studies and
Research, Professor Mohamed el Kenawy, former President of the University, Professor Ashraf
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FOREWORD
 

Prof. Dr. Ashraf Abdel Basset, Conference-Chair & President of Mansoura University
We were pleased to host the 6th Delta Survey Workshop, the first to be
held in Mansoura University under the auspices of Prof.Khaled Abdel
Ghaffar, the Minister of Higher Education and Research and
Prof.Khaled El-Enany, the Minister of Tourism and Antiquities. We
were delighted to have strong participation from International scholars;
we address our thanks to all of you for coming from distant countries to
join us. This International conference was organized to discuss the efforts

and achievements carried out by archaeologists and researchers in the Delta region.I'd like to thank
everyone for accepting our invitation and I hope that you all found the conference highly engaging,
fruitful and beneficial.

Prof. Dr. Ashraf Hafez, Vice-President for Post Graduate Studies & Research
It gives me immense pleasure to thank you for the 6th Delta Survey
Workshop  which was held at Mansoura University on 11th–12th April
2019. Since I began my work as Vice–President for Postgraduate Studies
and Research after my Colleague Prof. Ashraf Sewilm who was
responsible for organizing this workshop at that time, I focused on and
supported the archaeological activities carried out by our colleagues in the
Department of Egyptology,Faculty of Arts who did a successful job in the

project of Tell Tebilla, which is funded by the Researches Fund of Mansoura University.
The conference of the 6th Delta Survey Workshop was evidence that we can have a workable

partnership with the EES and the Delta Survey Project. On this occasion of having distinguished
scholars in the field of Archaeology and the Delta sites specialists, I am sure that all participants and
attendees felt enriched with new knowledge after the completion of this big event. Finally, I wish
that you all had an enjoyable and fruitful stay in Mansoura.

iv

Sewilem, the former Vice-President for Postgraduate Studies and Research and the staff of the
Department of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University.

In the preparation of this volume the editors would like to thank the University of Mansoura
for their willingness from the beginning to publish the proceedings, the EES for their project
support and administrative assistance through the Delta Survey Committee, British Academy for
funding and anonymous reviewers who gave their time and effort to validate the papers, Jeffrey
Spencer and Steven Snape for their support for the Delta Survey project in many ways. Finally, we
are most grateful to Archaeopress and their Director Dr David Davison for accepting the volume
for publication.

Editors
Penelope Wilson and Ayman Wahby

Organising Committee
Prof. Dr. Maha El Seguiny, Prof. Dr. Randa Baligh, Dr. Mohamed Kenawi, 

Mr. Essam Nagy andDr. Joanne Rowland

In Memory of our friends and colleagues
 

May Trad
Moustafa Abbadi

Abdel Halim Nur El-Din
Karl-Heinz Priese
Geoffrey Tassie
Peter Grossman
Günter Dreyer

Ali Radwan
Mohamed Gaber Abd el Aziz

Geoffrey Martin
Ramadan Badry Hussein
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EGYPTIAN INFLUENCE IN THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD: 
A  CASE STUDY FROM THE EL-ABD SITE, ALEXANDRIA

AHMED M. EL-SEBAEI, MENNATALLAH MAGDI AND DOAA ALI ZAIN
 
E-Mail: ahmed.elsebaei77@gmail.com       

Abstract
Mutual cultural interaction is one of the most interesting aspects of Egyptian society during the
Hellenistic period. This article presents a primary study, published for first time, of some examples,
which were discovered in the eastern cemetery of Alexandria, that confirm Egyptian influence in
the Hellenistic period. The examples have been discovered in the one of most important rescue
excavation sites in this cemetery, a site called El-Abd. This paper will present an introduction to the
site and its importance, as well as a comparative analysis of examples and results, according to other
excavation reports.

1. Introduction
Cultures in contact usually affect each other, even in miniscule ways. This becomes more overtly
true when one culture conquers and colonizes another. After the Macedonian conquest of Egypt in
332 BCE by Alexander the Great, many Egyptians were relieved to be ‘free’ of the previous Persian
power in the country In 331 BCE and the creation of a new capital, Alexandria, in the Nile Delta
changed the dynamic for Greek colonies and the entire Egyptian nation. Once Alexander died,
however, his former general Ptolemy I Soter established himself as pharaoh in 305 BCE (Grant
1982). The Egyptians were now under Hellenized rule (Payne 2012: 5).

There is agreement among historians to name the period, which spans four centuries before
the birth of Christ, the Hellenistic Era. It was a time when the cultures of Greece and the ancient
Near East intermingled. The word 'hellenistic',  of course, has its root in the ancient Greek word
'hellene' which means 'Greek' and is an adjective relating to Greek culture, history and art. New
excavations are being conducted and theoretical frameworks devised to account for the evidence
shown in the archaeological record for non-elite  people living under the Macedonian-Greek
occupation in Egypt. Since 2011 until now, new excavation sites have been discovered in the
Eastern cemetery of Ancient Alexandria, which extends from the Chatby/Hadra district to
Ibrahimieh and Sidi Gaber to Mustafa Kamel district, and Kafer Abdou (Fig.1) and was considered
the place for the burial of Macedonians, Greeks and Romans. This cemetery was not mentioned in
Strabo's writings when he visited Alexandria in about 24 BCE (Venit 2002: 22). 




