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FOREWORD OF THE EDITOR

Until a few years ago the area of Kymissala on Rhodes was unknown, not only to most Rhodians, but also 
to the academic community. Soon after the inauguration of the Kymissala Archaeological Research Project 
(KARP) by the Department of Mediterranean Studies and the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese, 
in 2006, we realized that the area is of great archaeological interest, as it conceals a large number of 
important archaeological sites belonging to a rarely known ancient deme of the Rhodian countryside, the 
deme of Kymissaleis. The research and study of the area is expected to add a lot of new information on the 
history and culture of the island of Rhodes during antiquity.

At the same time, we realized that Kymissala is also an area of exceptional environmental and ecological 
importance, as it has a particular biodiversity and is protected by the European ‘Natura 2000’ network of 
nature protection areas.

We were also delighted to see that research, escaping from its narrow academic and archaeological context 
and exploiting the comparative advantage of the region, may – and should – inter alia, intervene in a mild 
and sustainable manner in the promotion of the archaeological site of Kymissala. Its ultimate goal is to 
promote the antiquities of the area, its educational value and its historical and cultural continuity within 
a protected natural environment. And of course this work has already had significant – and is expected to 
have even greater – impact on upgrading the region, developing and empowering the local community 
with the prospect of a sustainable tourism development.

For these reasons, the School of Humanities of the University of the Aegean, based in Rhodes, and 
the Department of Mediterranean Studies, support the research in Kymissala, believing that it forms a 
substantial contribution by the University of the Aegean both in the international scientific community 
and in the local society of Rhodes.

As far as this volume is concerned, it is the first complete presentation of the area of   Kymissala, after ten 
years of systematic research, in terms of Archaeology, Education and Sustainable Development. At the same 
time, it is proof of the interdisciplinary nature of the School of Humanities and the academic policy of the 
University of the Aegean, since it combines Archaeology, Epigraphy, Anthropology, Topography, Education, 
Environmental Education, and Education for Sustainable Development, the Environment and Tourism.

Under the title Kymissala: Archaeology – Education – Sustainability, fourteen original studies have 
been published, some of which were first presented during a scientific conference co-organized by 
the Department of Mediterranean Studies of the University of the Aegean and the Association of the 
Friends of Kymissala on April 5th, 2014. The conference, titled ‘Kymissala: Archaeology, Education and 
Environment’, took place at the University of the Aegean, in Rhodes, with the kind financial support of 
the Rhodian Scholarships Foundation ‘Emmanouil and Mary Stamatiou’.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the participants, friends, colleagues and partners, who, 
with their ardour and love for research, contributed, each one with his/her specialization, to the creation of 
this volume and consequently to the complete presentation of the work produced in Kymissala. Especially 
to dear friends and colleagues Vicky Chatzipetrou, Eftyhia Manousaki and Irene Savigkou, for their 
excellent contribution to the technical and linguistic editing of the volume.

On behalf of my co-excavator and collaborator from the very first moment, Dr. Vassiliki Patsiada of the 
Ephorate of the Antiquities of the Dodecanese, I would like to thank once again, all those who contributed 
to the smooth flow of operations in the research from 2006 until today. 
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KYMISSALA: TWO CENTURIES OF EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH

The area of Kymissala extends to the south-west coast of the island of Rhodes, around 80 km south-
southwest of the modern town of Rhodes. Administratively, it belongs to the Municipal Unity of Atavyros 
and is divided between the land registers of the modern villages of Sianna and Monolithos (MAP 1.1).

The many archaeological sites of Kymissala (MAP 1.2) have already attracted attention since medieval 
times, with the Florentine Franciscan priest and traveller Christopher Buondelmonti being the first known 
to refer to this area in his work Incipit Liber Insularum Arcipelagi.1

The bulk of the later sources however, come from the 19th century, during which a great number of foreign 
travelers visited Rhodes.2 Although most of them did not travel further than the city of Rhodes itself 
and its suburbs, a few, pushed by the fever of exploration reached the area of Kymissala. Motivated by 
romanticism and the thirst for knowledge of the past, they often described sites and ruins in great detail, 
attempted dating and interpreting, while some of them, exploiting their specialized knowledge and taking 
advantage of political situations, acted as looters.3

Among the first to pay serious attention to the antiquities of Kymissala was Ludwig Ross, the first professor 
of Archaeology at the University of Athens and general Curator of Antiquities in Athens from 1833 to 
1843,4 who visited Rhodes twice in 1843 and in 1844 and recorded his impressions in two volumes;5 
additionally, Charles Newton, British vice consul in Mytilene and antiquarian6 in 1853;7 Albert Berg, 
German diplomat, traveller and painter8 in 1853;9 and Victor Guérin, French intellectual and antiquarian, 
member of the French Archaeological School,10 in 1854.11

The actions of the British vice consul in Rhodes (1850-1863) Alfred Biliotti, who originally worked 
with Newton and later from 1853 for himself, are of special interest. From 1859, together with the 
French photographer Auguste Salzmann (1824-1872), after having obtained a permit from the Ottoman 
government, he carried out a number of excavations, on behalf of the British Museum in the wider area of 
Kamiros and in 1868 in the area of Ialyssos.12 In 1870, while exploring sites around Kastellos of Kretenia, 
Αlfred Biliotti arrived at Hagios Phokas hill and explored part of the ancient necropolis of Kymissala 

1   Buondelmonti 1422: 73.
2   Μαΐλλης κ.ά., 2002: 45, 142; Παπαχριστοδούλου 19942: 413-428; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 67-69. There is still 
a considerable number of unpublished traveling and antiquarian works on Rhodes from 1101 to 1900. See Μαυρής 1965: nos 
4537-4879; Παπαϊωάννου 1989: 17.
3   On the history of the research in Kymissala see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 67-69; Στεφανάκης 2017.
4   On the life and works of Ludwig Ross see Goette and Palagia 2005; Helm 2000; Minner 2006.
5   Ross 1845: 108-110; Ross 1852: 60-62.
6   On the life and works of Charles Newton see Barchard 2006: 11; Brisch 2005: 201; Cook 1997; Coulié 2014: 28; Gunning 2009: 
101-136; Jebb 1895: 81-85; Μαΐλλης κ.ά. 2002: 142.
7   Newton 1865: 202-205; Παπαϊωάννου 1996.
8   On the life and works of Albert Berg see Thieme et al. 1999: 385.
9   Berg 1862: 149-153.
10   On the life and works of Victor Guérin, see Broc 1988: 169; Παπαϊωάννου 1989: 11-16; Παπαχριστοδούλου 19942: 418-423.
11   Guérin 1856: 248-254; Παπαϊωάννου 1989.
12   On the life and works of Alfred Biliotti see Barchard 2006; Gunning 2009: 131, n. 113; Holland and Markides 20082: 88-89. 
On the excavational activities of Alfred Billiotti and Auguste Salzmann on Rhodes, see Biliotti et Cotret 1881: Δ-Ε (preface); 
Challis 2008: 146-147.
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at the site Skali.13 His activity quickly extended to the hill of Kymissala,14 where according to Amedeo 
Maiuri,15 Biliotti dug a number of archaic tombs. A considerable amount of vases from Biliotti’s research 
in Kymissala reached major museums in Europe, while a great number of artifacts from his personal 
collection, ‘gathered from excavations in Rhodes’, were auctioned in London by Sotheby’s in 1885.16

In 1881, the area was explored, by Alfred Biliotti’s brother and in some cases co-excavator, Εdward 
Biliotti17 and the French Abbe Cottret, and this expedition is described in detail in their work L’île de 
Rhodes.18

After the discontinuance of Α. Biliotti’s excavations, in the early 1880s, the partially excavated necropolis 
of Kymissala remained at the merciless hands of the local looters. The isolation and inaccessibility of the 
area, combined with the indifference of the authorities, resulted in an unprecedented tomb raiding and 
looting of the antiquities from the end of the 19th to the first decades of the 20th centuries.19

Major destruction was provoked by the activities of the Régie company (La Société de la Régie co-intéressée 
des tabacs de I’Empire Ottoman), founded in 1884, in order to control the monopoly of tobacco.20 Its 
people were wandering around the island, blackmailing the villagers to deliver antiquities and in return the 
company would buy their tobacco production.21 This tactic led to a period of extensive looting,22 resulting 
in the almost total destruction of the necropolis of Kymissala.23 This period of archaeological unrest and 
destruction in the turn of the century is well described by Amedeo Maiuri in his memoirs in two books, 
Vita d’Archeologo. Cronache dell’archeologia Napolitana, published in Naples in 195924 and Dall’Egeo 
al Tirreno, published in Naples in 1962,25 respectively.

In 1892, the German archaeologist Friedrich Hiller von Gaertringen,26 published his article ‘modern und 
antike ortsnamen auf Rhodos’, mentioning the Kymissala hill and the necropolis, identifying the area 
with its ancient name and connecting it to a funerary altar found in the old town of Rhodes, bearing the 
inscription ΑΡΙΣΤΟΚΡΑΤΕΥΣ ΑΡΙΣΤΩΝΟΣ ΚΥΜΙΣΑΛΕΩΣ.27 He arrived at Vassilika, where he had his 
photo taken in front of the ruins. The pictures were published in 1899, in an appendix of the first volume 
of his work Untersuchungen, Vermessungen, Ausgrabungen in den Jahren 1895-1898.28

13   Letter addressed to Ch. Newton, 19 May 1870, Archives of the Department of Greece and Rome, Τhe British Museum.
14   Smith 1883: 136. Smith 1885: 371, mentioning the antiquities and the excavational diaries of A. Biliotti (most of the diaries 
have the form of letters addressed to the various sponsors of the excavations), which were transferred to the British Museum, 
offering no substantial help in identifying antiquities and sites.
15   See Maiuri 1928b: 84, on Biliotti’s excavations of Mycenaean, Archaic and Classical graves on the Kymissala hill.
16   Sotheby’s, Priced Catalogue of a Collection of Antiquities and Miscellaneous Works of Art Excavated in Rhodes, 3-5 December 
1885, London. See also Furtwängler 1886; Smith 1885.
17   Smith 1883: 136.
18   Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 434-442. The work was simultaneously translated in Greek by M. Μαλλιαράκης and Σ. Καραβοκυρός. 
For a concise review of the work see Παπαχριστοδούλου 19942: 423-426.
19   Manousaki, in the present volume: 113-116; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 68.
20   On the Régie company see Birdal 2010: 129-165.
21   Μαΐλλης κ.ά. 2002: 233, 260. See also the no 135 report of the Greek ambassador on Rhodes, Stamatios Kiouze Peza, 
addressed to the Greek embassy in Instabul, dated 2 May 1905 (Τσαλαχούρης 1979).
22   On the distinction between primary and secondary archaeological looting see Manousaki, in the present volume: 111-112.
23   Kinch, in 1905, reports ‘several thousand tombs’ looted in the necropolis of Kymissala (Sørensen 1992: 125).
24   Maiuri 1959: 32-36; Παπαϊωάννου 1991: 120-121. On the life and works of Amedeo Maiuri see Amedeo Maiuri 2016.
25   Maiuri 1962: 12-16; Παπαϊωάννου 1991: 34-36.
26   On the life and works of Hiller von Gaertringen see Hallof 1987: 573-598; Schindel 1972: 155.
27   Hiller von Gaertringen 1892: 308.
28   Hiller von Gaertringen 1899: 361, figs. 23-24 (p. 368).
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In 1905 Karl Frederik Kinch (1853-1921), a Danish classicist and archaeologist,29 who was the excavator of 
Vroulia,30 visited the area recording and drawing antiquities in Kymissala, Vassilika and the hill of Hagios 
Phokas.31

The first systematic archaeological research in the area of Kymissala took place in 1913, by the Italian 
Archaeological School at Athens, under the direction of Luigi Pernier and Gian Giacomo Porro,32 while 
in 1915 a survey and limited excavation was conducted by Amedeo Maiuri, curator of Antiquities of the 
Dodecanese from 1916 until 1924.33

Since then, the area was revisited during the last decades of the 20th century, when the 22nd Ephorate 
of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities of the Dodecanese conducted small scale rescue excavations and 
cleanings in the wider area:34 in 1968, a rescue excavation was carried out by the late Ios Zervoudaki at the 
sites Skali and Tourmata, on the west foothill of Hagios Phokas and the east foothill of the Kymissala hill 
respectively;35 in 1975 clearing from vegetation was carried out under the supervision of Kostas Katralis, 
on the akropolis of Hagios Phokas, at a monumental tomb by the site Merouli/Koutsofti and at the site of 
Vassilika;36 in 1982 a building was partially excavated at Vassilika by Evangelos Kakavogiannis.37

Later, in the context of wider archaeological surveys, the area was investigated by Richard Hope Simpson 
and John F. Lazenby from 1968 to 1970,38 as well as by Christopher Mee in the early 1980s.39

In 2006, ninety-one years after the first official excavation by the Italian School of Archaeology, the 
Department of Mediterranean Studies of the University of the Aegean submitted an application to the 
22nd Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities of the Dodecanese for a permit to conduct further 
archaeological research in Kymissala, inaugurating the Kymissala Archaeological Research Project 
(KARP), with the collaboration of the University and the Ephorate, which continues until today.40

The area has been divided in four major excavational sectors (MAP 1.3). The necropolis of Kymissala 
(sector I, III and V) comprises the centre of the investigation in an effort to determine its dating range and 
extent, while research of a smaller scale has been carried out on the acropolis of Hagios Phokas (sector II). 
Systematic walking expeditions in the wider area proved extremely important to the understanding of the 
topography and landscape of the deme of Kymissaleis, as questions were raised and problems identified, 
which are expected to be answered and solved in the future.41

For the better and fuller conduct of the research, a number of Memorandums of Understanding have been 
signed between the Department of Mediterranean Studies and other Institutions aside from the 22nd 
Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities (now Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese), who is 
an equal partner: the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering of the National Technical University of 

29   On the life and works of Karl Frederik Kinch see Dietz 1992: 7-8; Johansen 1979-1984; Schröder, on-line.
30   Kinch 1914.
31   Sørensen 1992: 124-129.
32   Maiuri 1928b: 83; Pernier 1914: 236-242. See also the short report in The Burlington Magazine for Connoisseurs 26, Oct. 
1914-March 1915: 41. On the archaeological policy of the Italians on Rhodes see, in general, Veronese 2009
33   Maiuri 1916: 285-298; Maiuri 1928b: 83-84; Schweiter 1922: 334-336. 
34   Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011, 69.
35   Κωνσταντινόπουλος 1969; Fraser 1970-1971: 32.
36   Diary in the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese.
37   Diary in the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese.
38   Hope Simpson and Lazenby 1973: 146-147.
39   Mee 1982: 105-107.
40   The writer directs the project on behalf of the University of the Aegean and Dr Vassiliki Patsiada on behalf of the Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the Dodecanese, with Ms Fani Seroglou as deputy directress.
41   See Stefanakis, in the present volume: 9-33.

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1853
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1921
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Athens (2007-to present) and the Laboratory of Papyrology and Epigraphy of the School of Philosophy of 
the University of Crete (2011-to present), whilst members of the Institute of Archaeology of the Nicolaus 
Copernicus University, in Toruń, Poland and the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, in Łódtź, have participated in the research since 2009, in the context of the European 
Mobility Programme Erasmus, Erasmus Placement and Erasmus Plus.

The 10 years of research42 have achieved three basic goals:

a) to clarify, to a certain, extent, the limits of the ancient deme of Kymissaleis, which seem to extend to 
an area covering approximately 21 square kilometers, incorporating an acropolis, one small fort, nine 
settlements, cemeteries and other archaeological sites of various uses.43

b) to produce dating as through the excavational finds from the necropolis of Kymissala, as well as the 
occasional sporadically collected finds. The life span of the ancient deme seems to extend from at least 
the 7th century BC to the Late Antiquity (AD 4th-6th century).44 Earlier finds of the Neolithic Era and the 
Bronze Age have been recorded in the area, however no relevant sites have been identified so far.45

c) to create basic infrastructure for promotion of the territory, not only with respect to the antiquities and 
the archaeological sites, but also in regard to the natural environment, so as to generate the conditions that 
will eventually lead to a sustainable exploitation of the wider area in the near future.46

A key point to the development of the research was the concession by the local authorities that the 
Department of Mediterranean Studies may use the building of the former police station of Monolithos. 
Here, a laboratory is being developed for the conservation, documentation, recording, classification and 
study of the excavational material as well as a basic library, whilst one of the main efforts is the creation 
of suitable conditions for the storage of the archaeological finds in the building in the near future.

One of the most important steps taken was the topographical documentation of the visible antiquities and 
the creation of a digital map with photographic background of the wider area in a scale of 1:5000 in 2007, 
with the generous financial aid of the Prefecture of the Dodecanese.

All the above resulted in the demarcation of the archaeological area and its declaration as a protected 
archaeological zone by the Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports in 2012 (MAP 1.4).47

The research has also been assisted by the newly founded (2011) Association of the Friends of Kymissala, 
which has contributed to the promotion, not only of the archaeological research, but also to the broader of 
special natural beauty, ecological reserve and cultural richness area.48

The KARP is based, at least for the last few years, totally on private funding and the generous contribution 
of the local communities of Sianna and Monolithos, as well as on voluntary participation, work and funding 

42   For the major finds and preliminary results of the expedition see Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2016a; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 
2016b; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2016c; Stefanakis et al. 2015; Stefanakis 2015; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2014a; Πατσιαδά 
και Στεφανάκης 2014b; Στεφανάκης 2009; Στεφανάκης, in print; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2014a; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 
2014b; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011, as well as in the majority of the articles contained in the present volume.
43   On the geomorphology of the area and the archaeological topography of the deme of Kymissaleis, see Stefanakis, in the present 
volume: 9-10; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 63-67.
44   Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 93.
45   Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 65.
46   Stefanakis, in the present volume: 161-169; Βεργωτή 2009; Στεφανάκης 2010a.
47   Official Government Gazette 218/Α.Α.Π./15-06-2012: ‘Έγκριση κήρυξης και οριοθέτησης αρχαιολογικού χώρου της περιοχής 
Κυμισάλας-Γλυφάδας Νότιας Ρόδου Δωδεκανήσου, Περιφέρειας Νοτίου Αιγαίου’.
48   Τhe Association of the Friends of Kymissala 2011, viewed 22 May 2017, <http://www.eulimene.eu/kymissala_friends.php>.
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by the research team of the University of the Aegean, the Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese and 
the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering of the National Technical University of Athens.

Among the sponsors of the research are the previous municipality of Atavyros (2006-2010) and the 
Parish of Sianna ‘Hagios Panteleimon’ (2006-2016), the Prefecture of the Dodecanese (2007-2012), the 
Institute for Aegean Prehistory (2009-2010), the Municipality of Rhodes (2011-2016) and the Regional 
Government of the South Aegean (2012-2013), while local Unions of Agricultural Cooperatives, 
Cultural Associations and individuals have occasionally provided technical support and materials, as well 
as voluntary work in the field.49

In the framework of funding, the University of the Aegean has applied to the Regional Government of 
the South Aegean to support the project ‘Promotion of the ancient acropolis at Hagios Phokas and 
its interconnection with the necropolis at Kymissala’, to be implemented as part of a Development 
Agreement between the Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports, the University of the Aegean and the 
Regional Government of the South Aegean. Beyond the academic and research issues, the project aims 
to the clearing of a considerable part of the ancient fortifications of the acropolis, the excavation of two 
sanctuaries in the saddle between the Marmarounia hill and the Hagios Phokas hill and the interconnection 
of the archaeological site/settlement at Marmarounia with the sanctuaries, the fortifications, the quarries 
and the necropolis at Kymissala, via a designated walking path (MAP 1.5).50

Περίληψη

Κυμισάλα: Δύο αιώνες έρευνας.

Σύντομη αναφορά στην ιστορία της αρχαιολογικής έρευνας στην περιοχή της Κυμισάλας, από τον 19ο 
αιώνα, όταν οι πρώτοι περιηγητές και αρχαιοδίφες, όπως οι Ludwig Ross, Charles Newton, Albert Berg 
και Victor Guérin εστίασαν το ενδιαφέρον τους σε έναν αριθμό αρχαιολογικών θέσεων της περιοχής. 
Ιδιαίτερη μνεία γίνεται στον Άγγλο αντιπρόξενο στη Ρόδο Alfred Biliotti, ο οποίος διενέργησε ανασκαφές 
στην περιοχή για λογαριασμό του Βρετανικού Μουσείου, στο δεύτερο μισό του 19ου αιώνα, καθώς 
και στη μεγάλη αρχαιοκαπηλική δράση που ακολούθησε στα τέλη του 19ου και μέχρι τις αρχές του 20 
αιώνα, με την εμπλοκή της εταιρείας Régie (la Société de la Régie co-intéressée des tabacs de I’Empire 
Ottoman). Οι πρώτες δεκαετίες του 20ου αιώνα σημαδεύονται από τις εντατικότερες έρευνες της Ιταλικής 
Αρχαιολογικής Σχολής, ενώ μετά από λίγες αποσπασματικές έρευνες και σωστικές ανασκαφές κατά τις 
τελευταίες δεκαετίες του 20ου αιώνα, ξεκινά, το 2006, η συστηματική ‘Αρχαιολογική Έρευνα Κυμισάλας’ 
από το Τμήμα Μεσογειακών Σπουδών και την Εφορεία Αρχαιοτήτων Δωδεκανήσου, η οποία συνεχίζεται 
μέχρι σήμερα, φέρνοντας στο φως τα κομμάτια που θα συνθέσουν το πάζλ του αρχαίου Δήμου των 
Κυμισαλέων και αισιοδοξώντας να αποτελέσει την κατά το δυνατόν πληρέστερη τεκμηριωμένη έρευνα 
για ένα αρχαίο Δήμο της ροδιακής υπαίθρου.

Manolis I. Stefanakis

49   See also Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 63, n. 1; Στεφανάκης 2009: 109-111.
50   See also Stefanakis, in the present volume: 169
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MAP 1.1: Map of ancient Rhodes (after Παπαχριστοδούλου 1989, 75, fig. 3).

MAP 1.2: Map of the wider archaeological area of Kymissala (background after Maiuri 1916, 285, fig. 1)
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MAP 1.3: Map of the excavational sectors in Kymissala (source: KARP).

MAP 1.4: The area of the controlled archaeological zone of Kymissala (source: Official Government Gazette 
218/Α.Α.Π./15-06-2012, p. 2836)
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MAP 1.5: The area of Marmarounia – Hagios Phokas – Kymissala and the proposed walking path (source: KARP).


