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Introduction

Yannis Galanakis, Toby Wilkinson and John Bennet

In fact, if anything, we should probably revel in the shadows, since they expand our potential to make sense of the
early Mediterranean in general, and of interaction within it in particular, far beyond the narrow constraints of the
information directly available to us in the ground or in texts either alone or together, beyond the strait-jacket of an
approved and conventional et of methodologies applied on automatic pilot in the trusting belief that there is a ‘right’
and ‘wrong’ way to do things, and beyond the limits of theoretical prescription, subject as it frequently is to the
tyranny of fashionable bandwagons. Shadows, in short, have the advantage of making us think. (Sherratt 2011, 3-4).

This collection of essays is offered in honour of Dr.
Elizabeth Susan Sherratt (née Dobson), known simply
to most of her friends as Sue, in celebration of her
distinguished academic contribution to the archaeology of
the Aegean and eastern Mediterranean. Born 26 September
1949, Houston, Scotland, Sue’s academic career began in
Cambridge where she read Classics at New Hall (1968-71,
Figure 1.1: a photograph which reveals both a steady face
and a life-long dislike of being photographed). Sue moved
to Somerville College, Oxford, where she completed a
Postgraduate Diploma in Classical Archaeology in 1973
and her DPhil on ‘The pottery of Late Helladic IIIC and
its significance’ under the supervision of Mervyn Popham
in 1982. In 1974, Sue married Andrew George Sherratt,
who, from 1973 was Assistant Keeper of Antiquities at the
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford (Figure 1.3).

Sue and Andrew formed what one contributor to this volume
describes as a “perfect partnership” — both personally and
academically: in their time in Oxford together they raised
two sons and a daughter and co-wrote a series of very
influential articles: on Indo-European origins (Sherratt
and Sherratt 1988); on eastern Mediterranean economy
(‘From luxuries to commodities’, 1991; ‘The growth of
the Mediterranean economy in the early first millennium
BC’, 1993); on the relationship between the Aegean and
the wider world (‘Small worlds: interaction and identity in
the ancient Mediterranean’, 1998); and on technological
change and exchange (‘Technological change in the east
Mediterranean Bronze Age’, 2001). Between 1979 and
1981 they also travelled together en famille, to excavations
in Hungary (sponsored in kind, so the story goes, through
the delivery of Pampers disposable nappies); family
holidays seemed to have frequently ended up (intentionally
or not) as archaeological fieldtrips. Whilst each followed
their own research paths, the mutual influence on each
other’s work is undeniable: for Sue, her own highly critical
view of classical archacology, including the fetishism and
frequent ‘mis-use’ of ceramic and textual evidence, was
no doubt encouraged by Andrew’s Childean visions of
European—Near Eastern interaction. Andrew, in turn, used
to refer to Sue modestly but earnestly as “the real scholar”.

Sue was employed part-time (though never part-brained)
for much of her time in Oxford, as Research Assistant
for a number of projects (1985-1990), as Sackler
Research Fellow (1993-95) and as Director of Studies for
Archaeology and Anthropology for a number of colleges
(1994-2002); finally as Assistant Curator and later
Honorary Research Assistant to the Arthur Evans archive
in the Ashmolean Museum. In 2004, after a Visiting
Lectureship at Heidelberg University, she and Andrew
left Oxford for Sheffield where Sue took up a post as DTI
Academic Fellow leading to a permanent Lectureship in
the Department of Archaeology. The loss of Andrew in
early 2005 to an unexpected heart-attack was, of course,
a huge blow to Sue, to her family, to their new department
and to the field of archaeology in general. Determinedly,
Sue managed, nonetheless, to continue some of Andrew’s
projects, including the web-based journal ArchAtlas,
alongside her own research interests, supervision and
teaching duties for both Archaeology and Biblical
Studies degrees between 2005 and 2014. For 2014-15,
Sue was awarded a British Academy/Leverhulme Trust
Senior Fellowship for a characteristically ambitious and
intellectually broad project ‘The story of silver and the
spread of civilisation in the western Old World, fifth to
mid-first millennia BC’.

Sue’s research interests have developed over the years,
something that can be instantly seen from her publications
to date (a more-or-less comprehensive list of which is also
included in this volume, 6-10), which include: studies of
the relationship between Homeric epic and archaeology; of
the economy of pottery, metals and other antiquities; of the
status of ‘Sea Peoples’ and other ethnic terminologies; of
routes and different forms of interaction; and of the history
of museums/collecting (especially relating to Arthur
Evans). No doubt, those who know her work will have
their favourite piece, but among Sue’s most influential
single-authored works are: the much-reprinted ‘““Reading
the texts”: archaeology and the Homeric question’ (1990);
‘Commerce, iron and ideology: metallurgical innovation in
12th-11th century Cyprus’ (1994); ‘E pur si muove: pots,
markets and values in the 2nd millennium Mediterranean’
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(1999); Catalogue of Cycladic Antiquities in the Ashmolean
Museum: The Captive Spirit (2000); Arthur Evans,
Knossos and the Priest-King (2000); ‘Potemkin palaces
and route-based economies’ (2001); ‘Technological change
in the east Mediterranean Bronze Age: capital, resources
and marketing’ (2003); ‘The Mediterranean economy:
‘globalization’ at the end of the second millennium B.C.E.’
(2003); “Vitreous materials in the Bronze and Early Iron
Ages: some questions of values’ (2008); ‘Between theory,
texts and archaeology: working with the shadows’ (2011);
as well as the many other articles reflecting a sustained
(if sometimes ambivalent) engagement with pottery of
the LHIIIC era (or rather the latest east Mediterranean
Bronze Age) and inter-connections between the Aegean,
Cyprus and the Levant. She is also a careful editor
(having co-edited a number of volumes and is currently
editor of the Annual of the British School at Athens) and
frequent reviewer for academic journals. Whilst eternally
polite, Sue is also known for her precise, insightful and
occasionally disconcerting or bubble-bursting post-lecture
questions. As the various comments found throughout this
volume confirm, she is also a stimulating and supportive
teacher and supervisor. Most commonly, her students cite
two things: her encouragement to avoid bandwagons and
conventional wisdom and her ability to inspire and reassure
by placing faith in her students’ abilities to develop their
own interests independently.

This book

In creating this book the editors and contributors faced a
number of challenges: a punishing deadline (a ‘significant’
but looming birthday), a requirement of utmost secrecy
(Sue’s own modesty and reticence to place herself at the
centre of attention would, we felt, make her unlikely to
enjoy any premature anticipation of the results of such an
enterprise) and contradictory feelings of satisfaction and
nervousness which come with the knowledge that Sue
would be reading this all too soon; to quote one anxious
contributor: “if it’s for Sue then it really ought to be
something good”! This self-imposed pressure cannot be
attributed to any kind of oppressive ‘guidance’ on the right
way to do archaeology from Sue herself, who is unfailingly
supportive and encouraging toward scholars who set out
to find their own paths. Rather the source of nervousness
is undoubtedly Sue’s enviably deep knowledge of a huge
range of material and subjects and all-too-rare ability
to see beyond those details and pull the archaeological
wagon out of stale interpretive ruts into readable essays.
The most challenging thing about writing a ‘top secret’
paper or editing a ‘top secret’ volume in honour of Sue is
the fact that you cannot show it to her first.

In planning the book, we hoped to fill it with essays from
some of Sue’s many friends and colleagues on topics
which relate to her diverse fields of interest, including, as
we listed in the secret circular: “Mycenae, Lefkandi, the
Cyclades, Cyprus, Turkey and the Black Sea, the Balkans,
Central and Eastern Mediterranean, the Levant, Homer/
Epic poetry, early writing, economy/trade, pottery, metals,
textiles, Aegean/Mediterranean painting, Arthur Evans/
history of collections”. The pressures of time and secrecy
mean there are surely some who will be disappointed to
have missed the chance to honour Sue in this context.
But looking over the final contributions, it is satisfying to
see that nearly all of these topics and places are covered
(the notable absence of a ‘Homeric’ theme will be partly
offset, by the belated volume currently being edited by
Sue and one of us) — their diversity appropriately reflects
Sue’s own eclectic archaeological interests. The eclectic
nature of the resulting contributions to this volume,
however, makes it difficult to create overarching themes
or groupings, beyond saying that they nearly all touch
upon or are inspired by aspects of the archaeology of the
wider eastern Mediterranean region during the 2nd and 1st
millennia BC.

What may unite the papers better is — without wishing to
sound too trendy — ‘attitude’. In the original invitation to
contribute to this volume, we asked authors “to be, like Sue
herself, critical, irreverent and thoroughly well-informed;
and attempt to side-step dogma and conventional wisdom
(even if that wisdom is their own...!)”. We are very
pleased that so many of the contributors have taken this
encouragement fully to heart and produced unconventional,
rigorous but fun essays that we hope Sue will enjoy —
or else — and perhaps even more productively — will be
sufficiently irritated by to provoke her into producing
another one of her erudite, insightful and exhaustive
critiques. That sense of dual rigor and fun, of “revelling
in the shadows” (Sherratt 2011, 3; cited in this volume
by Iacovou), which Sue encourages in both students and
colleagues alike and which has been passed on to many of
the contributors here, also provided the inspiration for the
title of this volume: “A@YPMATA: critical essays on the
archaeology of the eastern Mediterranean in honour of E.
Susan Sherratt”. AOYPMATA can be translated roughly as
‘playful or beautiful things’, and we envisage this book
as a museum cabinet of eclectic but carefully designed
‘trinkets’ (think Fabergé eggs, rather than Christmas-tree
balls), many inspired directly by Sue’s own ‘beautiful
works” and all designed to stimulate the mind (or niggle
the intellect) in different ways.

We are therefore delighted to present Sue with these small
trinkets of our respect and affection on the occasion of
her 65th birthday and look forward to many more years
of fruitful, fun and inspiring archaeological adventures
together...
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Figure 1.1. Matriculation at New Hall College (Cambridge, 1968). Sue is in the second row from the top, seventh from
the left (Courtesy of Murray Edwards [New Hall] College, University of Cambridge).

Figure 1.2. Sue with her son Matthew (1983).
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Figure 1.3. Sue and Andrew in Wales (Pembrokeshire coastline) on a family holiday (early 2000s).

]

Figure 1.4. Sue in Dubrovnik (summer 2013). The building seen at the back is Arthur Evans's house
in Dalmatia (1875-1882), Casa San Lazzaro (now Villa Agave).
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Figure 1.5. Sue in Carningli, Wales (1993).

Figure 1.6. Sue at 16 in a series of
passport photos, Glasgow (1965).
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Miroschedji (eds.), ‘I will speak the riddle of ancient times’: Archaeological and Historical Studies in
Honor of Amihai Mazar on the Occasion of his Sixtieth Birthday, 361-74. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.

The pottery. In D. Evely (ed.), Lefkandi IV. The Bronze Age. The Late Helladic IIIC settlement at
Xeropolis. British School at Athens Supplementary Volume 39: 137-231. London: British School at Athens
[with M. Popham and E. Schofield].

LH HIC Lefkandi: an overview. In D. Evely (ed.), Lefkandi IV. The Bronze Age. The Late Helladic 1IIC
settlement at Xeropolis. British School at Athens Supplementary Volume 39: 303-09. London: British
School at Athens.

High precision dating and archaeological chronologies: revisiting an old problem. In T.E. Levy and T.
Higham (eds.), The Bible and Radiocarbon Dating. Archaeology, Text and Science, 114-25. London:
Equinox.

‘Ethnicities’, ‘ethnonyms’ and archacological labels: whose ideologies and whose identities? In J. Clarke
(ed.), Archaeological Perspectives on the Transmission and Transformation of Culture in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Levant supplementary series 2: 25-38. Oxford: Oxbow books.

Arthur Evans and the first of the Priest-Kings. In A. Dakouri-Hild and S. Sherratt (eds.), Autochthon.
Papers Presented to O.T.PK. Dickinson on the Occasion of his Retirement, British Archaeological Reports
International Series 1432: 229-41. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Archaeological contexts. In J.M. Foley (ed.), A Companion to Ancient Epic, 119-41. Oxford: Blackwell.

The Aegean pottery. In D. Ussishkin, The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish (1973-1994)
111, 1373-449. Tel Aviv: Emery and Claire Yass Publications in Archaeology [with V. Hankey, E. French, P.
Magrill and J.E. Tomlinson].

Feasting in Homeric Epic. In J.C. Wright (ed.), The Mycenaean Feast. Hesperia 73/2: 181-217. Princeton:
The American School of Classical Studies at Athens.

The Mediterranean economy: ‘globalization’ at the end of the second millennium B.C.E. In W.G. Dever
and S. Gitin (eds.), Symbiosis, Symbolism, and the Power of the Past. Canaan, Ancient Israel, and their
Neighbors from the Late Bronze Age through Roman Palaestina, 37-62. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.

Visible writing: questions of script and identity in Early Iron Age Greece and Cyprus. Oxford Journal of
Archaeology 22/3: 225-42.

Troy in recent perspective. Anatolian Studies 52: 75-109 [with D.F. Easton, J.D. Hawkins and A.G. Sherratt]
Cycladic images. The Ashmolean 40: 4-6.

Technological change in the east Mediterranean Bronze Age: capital, resources and marketing. In A.J.
Shortland (ed.), The social context of technological change. Egypt and the Near East, 1650-1550 [sic] BC,
15-38. Oxford: Oxbow books [with A. Sherratt].

Potemkin palaces and route-based economies. In S. Voutsaki and J. Killen (eds.), Economy and politics
in the Mycenaean palace states. Cambridge Philological Society Supplementary Volume 27: 214-38
Cambridge: Cambridge Philological Society.

Arthur Evans, Knossos and the Priest-King. The Ashmolean 38: 6-8.

Circulation of metals and the end of the Bronze Age in the eastern Mediterranean. In C.F.E. Pare (ed.),
Metals Make the World Go Round. The Supply and Circulation of Metals in Bronze Age Europe, 82-95.
Oxford: Oxbow books.

Handel und Verkehr im Mittelmeerraum (Bronzezeit bis Spétantike), II. Zu Wasser. In H.D. Betz, D.S.
Browning, B. Janowski and E. Jungel (eds.), Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart: Handworterbuch fiir
Theologie und Religionswissenschaft. Band 3 (F-H). 4th edn., 1415-1417. Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck.

E pur si muove: pots, markets and values in the 2nd millennium Mediterranean. In J.-P. Crielaard, V. Stissi
and G.-J. van Wijngaarden (eds.), The Complex Past of Pottery: Production, Circulation and Consumption
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of Mycenaean and Greek Pottery (Sixteenth to Early Fifth Centuries BC). Proceedings of the ARCHON
International Conference, Held in Amsterdam, 8-9 November 1996, 163-211. Amsterdam: Gieben.

Small worlds: interaction and identity in the ancient Mediterranean. In E.H. Cline and D. Harris-Cline (eds.),
The Aegean and the orient in the second millennium: Proceedings of the 50th Anniversary Symposium,
Cincinnati, 18-20 April 1997. Aegaeum 18: 329-42. Li¢ge and Austin: Université de Li¢ge, Histoire de
I’art et archéologie de la Grece antique and University of Texas at Austin, Program in Aegean Scripts and
Prehistory [with A. Sherratt].

‘Sea Peoples’ and the economic structure of the late second millennium in the eastern Mediterranean. In
S. Gitin, A. Mazar and E. Stern (eds.), Mediterranean peoples in transition: Thirteenth to Early Tenth
Centuries BCE. In Honor of Professor Trude Dothan, 292-313. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society.

Lorbeerkranzund Ritterwiirde. Sir Arthur Evans, oder die Geschichte von einem, der auszog, eine unbekannte
Kultur zu entdecken. Antike Welt 1997: 446-47.

With us but not of us: the role of Crete in Homeric epic. In D. Evely, I. Lemos and S. Sherratt (eds),
Minotaur and Centaur. Studies in the Archaeology of Crete and Euboea Presented to Mervyn Popham.
British Archaeological Reports International Series 638: 87-99. Oxford: Tempus Reparatum.

Helladic, XII: Museums and collections Macmillan Dictionary of Art.
Minoan, XII: Museums. Macmillan Dictionary of Art.

Indo-European and Indo-Europeans. In S. Hornblower and A. Spawforth (eds.), The Oxford Classical
Dictionary, 755. 3rd edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press [with A. Sherratt].

Commerce, iron and ideology in the eastern Mediterranean, 1200-700 BC. Bulletin of the Institute of
Classical Studies 40: 256.

Commerce, iron and ideology: metallurgical innovation in 12th-11th century Cyprus. In V. Karageorghis
(ed.), Cyprus in the 11th century BC. Proceedings of the International Symposium of the Archaeological
Research Unit of the University of Cyprus and the Anastasios G. Leventis Foundation (30-31 October
1993), 59-107. Nicosia: A.G. Leventis Foundation.

Comment on Ora Negbi, The “Libyan Landscape” from Thera: a review of Aegean enterprises overseas in
the Late Minoan IA period. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 7: 237-40.

Patterns of contact between the Aegean and Cyprus in the 13th and 12th centuries BC. Archaeologia
Cypria 3: 35-46.

The growth of the Mediterranean economy in the early first millennium BC. World Archaeology 24/3: 361-
78 [with A. Sherratt].

Forum on Bronze Age world system cycles: comments and reply. Current Anthropology 34/4: 418-19 [with
A. Sherratt].

Immigration and archaeology: some indirect reflections. In P. Astrém (ed.), Acta Cypria II. Acts of an
International Congress on Cypriote Archaeology Held in Géteborg on 22-24 August 1991, Vol. 2. Studies
in Mediterranean Archaeology 117: 316-47. Jonsered: Astrom.

Cypriot pottery of Aegean type in LC II-III: problems of classification, chronology and interpretation.
In J. Barlow, D. Bolger and B. Kling (eds), Cypriot Ceramics: Reading the Prehistoric Record, 185-96.
Philadelphia: University Museum Publications, University of Pennsylvania.

From luxuries to commodities: the nature of Mediterranean Bronze Age trading systems. In N.H. Gale
(ed.), Bronze Age Trade in the Mediterranean. Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology 90: 351-86. Jonsered:
[with A. Sherratt].

‘Reading the texts’: archacology and the Homeric question. Antiquity 64: 807-24.
[Reprinted three times:] In C. Emlyn-Jones, L. Hardwick and J. Purkis (eds.), Homer: Readings and Images,
144-65 (1992; London: Duckworth); In L.J.F. de Jong (ed.), Homer: Critical Assessments, Vol. II, 77-102
(1999; London: Routledge); In G. Nagy (ed.), Greek Literature Vol. 1: The Oral Traditional Background of
Ancient Greek Literature, 139-57 (2002; New York and London: Routledge).

Note on two pots from Palaepaphos-Eliomylia Tomb 119. In V. Karageorghis, Tombs at Palaepaphos, 156~
63. Nicosia: A.G. Leventis Foundation.
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Palaepaphos-Teratsoudhia Tomb 105 Chamber B: Myc. IIIC:1b sherds. In V. Karageorghis, Tombs at
Palaepaphos, 108-22. Nicosia: A.G. Leventis Foundation.

The archaeology of Indo-European: an alternative view. Antiquity 62: 584-95 [with A. Sherratt].
Mycenaean pottery from Cilicia in Oxford. Oxford Journal of Archaeology 6: 325-52 [with J.H. Crouwel].
The Development of Late Helladic IIIC. Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies 32: 161.

Patterns of contact: the manufacture and distribution of Mycenaean pottery, 1400-1100 BC. In J.G.P. Best
and N.M.W. de Vries (eds.), Interaction and acculturation in the Mediterranean II, 179-95. Amsterdam:
B.R. Griiner.

Regional variation in the pottery of Late Helladic I1IB. Annual of the British School at Athens 75: 175-202.
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Diversity in diversification: a Cretan caseload. G. Cadogan, E. Hatzaki and A. Vasilakis (eds.) ‘Knossos.
Palace, city, state. Proceedings of the conference in Herakleion in November 2000’ (2004). Antiquity
80/310: 996-99.

Bronze Age and Early Iron Age Crete. B. Hayden: Reports on the Vrokastro Area, Eastern Crete, Vol. 1.
Catalogue of Pottery from the Bronze and Early Iron Age Settlement of Vrokastro in the Collections of the
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and the Archaeological Museum,
Herakleion, Crete’ (2003) and D.W. Jones: ‘External relations of Early Iron Age Crete, 1100-600 B.C’.
Antiquity 77/298: 858-60.

J. Bouzek: ‘Greece, Anatolia and Europe: Cultural Interrelations during the Early Iron Age’ (1997).
American Journal of Archaeology 103/3: 556-57.

A.B. Knapp: ‘The Archaeology of Late Bronze Age Cypriot Society: The Study of Settlement, Survey and
Landscape’ (1997). Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 314: 80-82.

A. Fridriksson: ‘Sagas and Popular Antiquarianism in Icelandic Archaeology’ (1991). Antiquity 69/266:
1064-1065.

Daedalic inventions: the hellenization of art and the art of hellenization. S. Morris: Daidalos and the Origins
of Greek Art (1992). Antiquity 67/257: 915-18.

P.A. Mountjoy: ‘Mycenaean Decorated Pottery. A Guide to Identification’ (1986). Bibliotheca Orientalis
50: 255-60.

I.J. Thorpe, N. Kokkinos, R. Morkot and J. Frankish: ‘Centuries of Darkness. A Challenge to the
Conventional Chronology of Old World Archaeology’ (1991). Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 58:
432-35.

Fallout from the Aegean big bang. Various editors: ‘Thera and the Aegean World III. Proceedings of the
Third International Congress, Santorini, Greece, 3-9 September 1989’ (1991). Antiquity 65/249: 998-1001.

From Khronos to Khronologia: Warren & Hankey’s Aegean Bronze Age timetable. P. Warren and V.
Hankey: ‘Aegean Bronze Age Chronology’ (1989). Antiquity 64/243: 414-15.

T.J. Papadopoulos: ‘Mycenaean Achaea’ (1978). Bibliotheca Orientalis 47: 808-10.

J.P. Mallory: ‘In search of the Indo-Europeans. Language, archaeology and myth’ (1989). The Antiquaries
Journal 69: 338-39.

J.H. Crouwel: ‘Chariots and Other Means of Land Transport in Bronze Age Greece’ (1981). Bibliotheca
Orientalis 41: 478-81.

S. Deger-Jalkotzy: ‘Fremde Zuwanderer im spatmykenischen Griechenland: zu einer Gruppe handgemachter
Keramik aus den Myk. IIIC Siedlungsschichten von Aigeira’ (1977). Journal of Hellenic Studies 99: 200.
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