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On September 26 was celebrated one of the most colorful festivals
of the Muslim calendar, the Mulid el-Nabi, the anniversary of the birth-
day of the Prophet Mohammed. In former years, the center of festivities
was the section around the Muski and al-Azhar University. This year,
however, the celebration was transported to the Kubri Gardens on the
southern tip of Gezireh Island. There booths hung with embroidered
tapestries were set up, to which the people came to sip coffee, to greet
their friends, to listen to readings from the Koran, chanting in response.
Restaurants and cafés set their tables under the banyan trees, and the
whole park was made as bright as day with feAstoons of colored lights.
Vendors of sugar dolls gaudily dressed in crepe paper and tinsel threaded
their way through the crowds, their wares balanced precariously on their
heads. A band blasted out military music, and everyone laughed and
shouted, enjoying the holiday to the full.

Sincerely,

Helen K. Wall

Cairo, Egypt
November 13, 1958

Dear Members:

The first excursion for local members of the Center was planned for
last Sunday. A schedule of Sunday morning visits to monuments for
November and December had been printed in the Embassy Bulletin during
the week, but so far as we could find out in advance, everyone seemed to
be engaged elsewhere for that day. I decided accordingly, at the last
moment to postpone the trip, but nevertheless I went to the appointed
rendezvous at Giza, just in case someone should turn up. To my surprise,
six persons were waiting there. Since they were all newcomers, we
started out by examining the interior of the Great Pyramid. Then, with
the kind help of Mohammed Abd el-Magoud, the chief ghafir of the Giza
region, we visited two of the best preserved tombs of the Giza necropolis.
The first was that of Queen Meresankh III, granddaughter of Cheops,
excavated by Reisner, which lies among the great mastabas in the
Eastern cemetery, the second, the small tomb of Idw, a royal scribe of
the time of Pepi II, situated just east of the Cheops pyramid, near the
boat-pit which adjoins the causeway.

Both tombs are decorated with statues of the deceased and with
painted reliefs, the colors of which are still remarkably bright and clear.
One of the scenes in Meresankh's tomb has received considerable
notoriety, because the queen is there shown with her mother, whose hair
is painted a bright golden yellow. This has given rise to the theory that
the mother was a foreigner, perhaps of Libyan origin, but it is possible
that she is simply wearing a yellow headcovering. The false door in the
tomb of Idw is curious, in that Idw is shown at the bottom of it, as if
emerging from his burial chamber, which lies behind and below. His
body is visible only from the waist up, and he stretches out his hands
toward an offering table placed in front of him ready to receive the
offerings brought to him by his friends and relatives.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following officers were nominated, and the Executive Secretary
was authorized by the meeting to cast one ballot for their election:

President: Mr. Edward W. Forbes

Vice-Presidents: Hon. William Phillips
Mr. Frederick Foster
Hon. Robert Woods Bliss
Prof. John A. Wilson

Treasurer: Mr. Dows Dunham
Assistant Treasurer: Miss Mary B. Cairns
Membership Secretary: Prof. Richard A. Parker
Executive Secretary: Mrs, Elizabeth Riefstahl

The Executive Secretary was also authorized to cast one ballot for
the election of the Executive Committee, as follows:

Mr. Edward W. Forbes, Chairman, ex-officio
Mr. John D. Cooney

Mr. Dows Dunham

Mr. Frederick Foster

Prof. Richard A. Parker

Hon. William Phillips

Mr. Ashton Sanborn

The meeting voted to express its regret to Mrs. Joseph Lindon
Smith, who has been such a valued member of the Executive Committee
since the inception of the Center and who indeed was largely instrumental
in the Center's foundation, that she no longer feels able to take an active
part in the Center's work, and unanimously approved a motion that she
be retained as an Honorary Member of the Committee, to receive all
reports and to attend such meetings as she is able to attend.

The Executive Secretary was authorized to cast one ballot for the
re-election of the following Trustees whose term expires November 30,
1958, to serve until November 30, 1963, and for the election with this
group of Mr, Bernard V. Bothmer, who has served the Center with
distinction, first as Executive Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, and
subsequently for two years as Director in Egypt:

Trustees for Term November 30, 1958-November 30, 1963

Prof. Edwin Brown Allen
Mr. John D. Cooney

Mr. Dows Dunham

Dr. George C. Miles
Mr. Bernard V. Bothmer
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