





at the following address:
Dr. John A. Williams
c/o The American University
Sharia Kasr el-Aini
Cairo

From Helen K. Wall

Cairo, April 14, 1959

Shortly before leaving Upper Egypt, I paid a visit to Luxor temple, together
with Dr. Abu Bakr, Professor of Egyptology at Cairo University, and Dr. Abd
¢l-Kader, Chief Inspector for Upper Egypt, to see the new discoveries at that site.
The south face of the east half of the pylon, the clearing of which I reported in my
last letter, has revealed reliefs in excellent preservation, depicting the feast of the
gocl Min. The representation of the statue of the god carried by his priests on a
poitable platform covered by a cloth decorated with stars and cartouches is very
fine. Another scene, which occurs for the first time in the temple of Sahure at
Abusir, showing boys climbing a mast held together by ropes radiating from it in all
directions, is very detailed and probably the best preserved of any of the similar
scenes that have survived to our time.

Excavation in front of the temple, along the axis of the entrance, has revealed
that the roadway leading to it was probably lined with statues, stelae, and other monu-
ments. Two seated statues in almost perfect condition have been found, together
with bases and fragments of others, including parts of a colossus. The first of the
complete statues, belonging to Ramses III, is approximately life size, and shows the
King on a cubical throne with a high back, his hands resting on his knees. The face
is rather broad and flat, but it is curiously worn, as if by the action of water or
constant rubbing, so the features are far from distinct. The second statue, similar
to that of Ramses III but somewhat smaller, represents Amenophis III. Both Kings
wear a large wig with a pigtail in back, and their names and titles are incised on
thd backs and side of their thrones.

The tourist season was very successful this winter. The unusually mild
weather which prevailed during December and January was particularly favorable for
visitors. The hotels at Assuan and Luxor, not to speak of Cairo, were filled to over-
flowing for the first time in three years. A number of Egyptologists and scholars
interested in related fields of research passed through Luxor while I was there,
many on their way to Abu Simbel or Khartoum. Among others, we saw Dr. Morentz
of the University of Leipzig, Professor Philip Hitti, the well-known authority on the
Arab peoples, Dr. James Rorimer, Director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Miss Thaussing, of the Egyptological Institute in Vienna, and Mrs. Hohenwart of
the Vienna Ethnographical Museum.

Work on the monuments of Nubia is progressing slowly but surely. The
mission of the Egyptian Documentation Center worked at Abu Simbel for three months,
during which time Dr. Cerny of Oxford University finished checking all the copies of
inscriptions, M. Jacquet worked on detailed plans of the temple and its subsidiary
chapels, a model was made of the chapel of Re-Horakhte, and the photographic
record was well advanced. At Qustul, Dr. Selim Hassan continued the excavations
started last year in the tombs of the Blemmyes, in the course of which a number of
interesting bronze vessels and domestic utensils have been found. Dr. Stock,
Director of the German Archaeological Institute, accompanied by Mr. De Bono, an
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Asia, but the buildings were blown up by the British in 1885 to forestall

a threatened Russian advance. The minarets now stand awkwardly alone,
leaning at angles. Two of them, along with two others that have disappeared,
marked the corners of the Mosalla of Gohar Shad, wife of Shah Rukh, which
was built between 1417 and 1437, (Gohar Shad also built the mosque inside

the shrine of the Eighth Imam at Meshed, which can not be visited nor studied
nor photographed.) The blue-domed structure is the mausoleum of Gohar Shad.
Near it is a minaret with two balconies (the other surviving six have only one)
which probably belonged to a madrasa associated with her tomb. Much of the
fine ceramic-mosaic work has disappeared, but what remains show beautiful
calligraphy and arabesque ornament in two shades of blue, with parts in white
and red.

Everything produced by the brilliant, fratricidal court of Herat is note-
worthy. Indeed the Safavids drew much that is best in their arts from there,
and many have felt that they did not improve upon or even measure up to their
teachers. The remaining four minarets are from the madrasa of Husayn
Baikara, the great humanist who ruled at Herat from 1469 to 1506. He was
a remarkable man in a cruel and frivolous age and, among other things, the
patron of the painter Bihzad. His minarets, however, though fine, seemed to
me not so striking in color or conception as the earlier ones.

The most beautiful monument of Herat is Gazar Gah, the tomb of the
Persian poet-mystic Pir-i- Ansari, who is the patron of Herat. (Pere de
Beaureceuil, of the Cairo Dominicans, is working on his biography. )
Pir-i-Ansari died in 1088, but the shrine was built in 1428 by Shah Rukh,
who had a great devotion to him. It stands in a grove and garden in a fold
of the barren hills and is the favorite resort of the Heratis. The structure
itself forms a quadrangle, with an iwan, or deep recess, in each side of the
interior, richly decorated with tile-mosaic. The handsomest, opposite the
the entrance, is shaped like a huge mihrab, or prayer niche. Before it is
the marble tomb of the saint, protected by a grilled housing of wood. It is
tiled in midnight blue with fine arabesques, faded but still handsome. A
tree grows from the tomb itself, and to it or to the grilles are attached bits
of clothing or petitions from persons who wish to gain his blessing. The
quadrangle has a permanent population of the criminals of Herat -- Bastis -=-
who have fled there for sanctuary. So long as they do not leave the protection
of Pir-i-Ansari, they cannot be apprehended, so they pass their time peace-
ably enough there, chatting with dervishes or visitors from the town and fed
by charity.

The old citadel, built of mud and brick and partly tiled, was until
quite recently the citadel of Herat. It was begun in 1415 by Shah Rukh, but
no one knows what portions of it date from his period. It is also becoming
difficult to judge what portions of the great mosque of Herat -- the Masjid-i
Juma ~- go back to the time of its construction. It was old before the
Timurids, having been built by the Ghorids in 1200 and so contemporary
with the Qutb Minar. The Karts restored and rebuilt it in the fourteenth

-century and the Timurids again rebuilt it in 1498. And today it is getting a
restoration to end all restorations. Certain areas are being rebuilt and the
entire surface is being covered with tile mosaic, though earlier travelers
have noted that the mosque had formerly only little ceramic decoration The
new ceramic is striking, but seemed to me excessive in color and design.

In fact, in the brief time at my disposal, I could tell little about the structure
excepting that the alterations seemed thorough.
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