












































-1~

which future excavation in Nubia may be able to solve.

By now, our travels had taken us almost to the Sudanese border, and
since vwe had no intention on this trip to cross into upper Nubia, we turned
back at Qustul and spent the night moored at Ballana, the modern town Jjust
across the river and the site of the second of Emery'!s great X-group cem-
eteries. The next day, the Tawaf set off for Shellal, where we arrived
three days later in a hot khamsin wind. Egypt stretched before us, inex-
pressibly green and fertile compared to the red sands of Nubia. We could
understand something of the ancient Egyptian'!s passionate attachment to his
own part of the Nile Valley, and could sympathize with the traders and
soldiers exiled far from home in the brick forts of the Second Cataract
region. Like the caravan-leaders of 0ld Kingdom times, who came home from
Yam and Wawat to Elephantine, we too had our precious cargo - two enormous
crates full of scraps of pottery, the refuse of an older age.

Nicholas B. Millet

A Letter from Russia

Cairo, September 2L, 1960

Dear lMembers:

After nineteen days in Russia, after visiting Termez and Tashkent,
Bukhara and Samarqand, Moscow and Leningrad and Kiev, I have returned to
Egypt with a welter of impressions purloined from a wide-ranging but very
short stay. I fear that the ideas about Russia and the Russians I have
brought back are extraordinarily ordinary. The people seemed to me
puritanical, suspicious, and cunning, and at the same time astonishingly
honest, imaginative, and warm. They seem to feel, however, that a guest
who accepts their hospitality surrenders his right of criticism. The
suffering of the country during the war must have been awesome. Its re-
covery is incredible, but success seems to be measured in statistics. I
saw nothing new in Russia of first-class quality or original design.
Quantitively, she has accomplished miracles, but one feels that a half=-
hour or so more at the drawing board and the addition of a few human touches
might have made utility look better and bloom longer. The contrast between
Leningrad and Moscow is very significant. Leningrad has been restored to its
festooned, eighteenth-century beauty ; it is now one of the loveliest cities
in Europe, and its people, like those of Venice and Paris and Vienna, are
animated by a deep civic pride. Moscow,apart from the Kremlin area and the
unspoiled parts of the Sparrows Hills, is (next to Bonn and Tirana) Europe's
most unprepossessing capital.

I wish we and the Russians could be friends, working together for man-
kind, but since we are not and don't seem likely to be, I am not a bit afraid
of them. I can not but respect the achievement of a great people and a strong
government, but I am not bamboozled by it. For quite different reasons, the
Chinese Communists seem to share this sentiment.
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