


























THE 2015 CHAPTER COUNCIL

Can you name this site?

Imagine yourself as an Egyptologist in the late-1800s. It was the
“Wild West” era of Egyptian archaeology, with so much yet
unknown. Come and relive those early years through remarkable
photographs like this one!

Egypt As It Was: A Photographic History

Presented by Dr. Clair Ossian, North Texas Chapter of
ARCE

Photography began in Egypt in the early 1840s, and these premier
images were selected from several thousand pre-1900 photos from
as early as 1845. The photographic process at that time was so
difficult and dangerous, it is surprising that so much has survived
for us to enjoy. Dr. Clair Ossian offers a lively review of major
Egyptian archaeological sites as they appeared before they were
excavated and restored as we see them today. Among these
jumbled walls and half-buried structures are even a few temples
that no longer exist.

Saturday, April 25, 2015
12:15 - 1:00pm
LaSalle B Room
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel — Houston Downtown

Tickets: $20.00 per person*
Advanced Sales Only
*Proceeds support the “Best Student Paper” Award at the 2015 Annual
Meeting.



























































































ARCE 66th Annual Meeting

small but important site offers some of the best evidence for the
early Ptolemaic formalization of the Eastern Desert routes and is
already providing new information about the nature and character
of those activities through a range of evidence types including os-
traca, organic remains and intact architecture, as well as evidence
for mining activities. This paper focuses on the pottery recovered
from the 2014 and 2015 excavations at the site. The ceramics at
Samut offer exciting new evidence for the range of forms and fab-
rics in use in Upper Egypt during the earliest decades of Ptolemaic
control when changing economic and political factors resulted

in a transformed pottery assemblage. This material complements
and significantly expands our current knowledge of the produc-
tion centers involved in supplying the southern half of the Eastern
Desert during the fourth and third centuries BCE, as well as the
character of the pottery carried by travelers in this region.

John Gee (Brigham Young University)

The Development of the Book of the Dead in the Early Eighteenth
Dynasty

The thousands of manuscripts of the ancient Egyptian Book
of the Dead spread over 1500 years present an unparalleled op-
portunity to examine the textual history of a religious work over
time. This paper will examine the growth and development of the
Book of the Dead from the Fifteenth Dynasty through the reign of
Tuthmosis II1. The research will show how various chapters were
added in a specific order over this period of time. It will also show
that early Eighteenth Dynasty copies of the Book of the Dead did
not have a random order as some have supposed.

Margaret Geoga (Brown University)

Filiation: Middle Kingdom Marker or Archaism?

The typically Twelfth Dynasty style of filiation, B 53 3 “B’s
son A,” appears in two literary texts of uncertain date, Neferkare
and Sisene, and Khakheperreseneb. At first glance, the old style
of filiation appears to be an indication of a Twelfth or Thirteenth
Dynasty date of composition. However, Richard Parkinson’s argu-
ment that “any aspect of a composition can be archaistic” holds
especially true for Neferkare and Sisene, set in the distant past, and
Khakheperreseneb, the main theme of which is tradition. The pos-
sibility of the use of this style of filiation as an archaism suggests
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Leah Humphrey (University of Pennsylvania)

Edge Inscriptions on the Outer Coffin of Ahanakht

The disassembled outer coffin of Ahanakht at the Penn Museum
has provided us with a unique opportunity to study edge inscrip-
tions, which are often hidden from sight. These roughly carved
hieratic inscriptions can be found on all thirteen pieces of Ah-
anakht’s outer coffin and two of these pieces are currently on dis+
play. The recent RTI (reflectance transformation imaging) project
has aided the transcription and translation process and this paper
shall discuss the preliminary work and analysis of these texts.

* Amber Hutchinson (University of Toronto)

Royal Patronage and Private Activity at Abydos and Elephantine
During the Eighteenth Dynasty

Many provincial town sites display an unquestionable degree of
royal investment during the New Kingdom, especially in relation
to their cultic institutions. Cult temples, which acted as the focal
point of local communities, were rebuilt, augmented, and refur-
bished reflecting a high degree of state sponsored activity. At the
same time, private religious activity and local developments had
a significant impact in shaping the ritual landscape, although the
subtleties of this local identity are often difficult to interpret in the
archaeological record. The following presentation explores the dia-
lectic interaction between royal initiatives and non-royal endeav-
ours at two sites, Abydos and Elephantine, during the Eighteenth
Dynasty. These sites act as preliminary case studies for a broader
program of research that aims to reassess the dynamics of royal
and non-royal activity associated with provincial cult temples. By
examining architectural features, iconography, textual data, and
material culture, this paper provides important information about
the development of the built environment of provincial cults as a
whole.

Salima Ikram (American University in Cairo)

Climate Change in Kharga Oasis

The North Kharga Oasis Darb Ain Amur Survey has been docu-
menting archaeological sites, including rock art sites of all periods,
for some years throughout the northern part of Kharga Oasis. This

*Submission for Best Student Paper Presentation
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people. It will focus on historic locations at Cairo, Sohag, and
Luxor. Assertive participation in the reclamation of public property
has been an important social trend since January 2011, although
resulting in some instances in serious loss of heritage assets. The
program aims to help valorize heritage by encouraging preserva-
tion rather than exposing it to harm.

Beth Ann Judas (University of Pennsylvania)

Griffins, Egyptians, and Keftiu in Early New Kingdom Egypt

The concept of liminal space or liminal people within the
ancient Egyptian supernatural universe is often defined by bound-
aries and horizons where ma ‘at and isfet could potentially meet. In
the physical world, it is where borders between the known and the
unknown lands meet. The Keftiu, or the Late Bronze Age (LBA)
Aegean population, are an example of a liminal people in early
New Kingdom Egypt.

This paper investigates the evolution of the relationship be-
tween the Keftiu and the representation of Aegean-type griffins in
early New Kingdom art. The use of the Aegean-type griffin, which
was part of the LBA religious iconography, is introduced at the
very beginning of the Eighteenth Dynasty, and is evidenced on
the axe of Ahmose as well as at Tell el Dab’a. The Aegean-type
griffin is depicted in addition to the standard Egyptian-type griffin
in Egyptian art. The combined associations with the Aegean-type
griffin and the Horus of the Keftiu may solidify the identification
of Late Bronze Age Aegeans as a liminal people in the early New
Kingdom Egyptian world-view. This association, however, fades
as the relationship between the Bronze Age Aegean and Egypt
evolves through time and Mycenaean influence in the region
grows.

* Shelby Justl (University of Pennsylvania)

“On the Rocks”’: Abydos Stone Ostraca from Recent University of
Pennsylvania Excavations

Ostraca served as scrap paper in ancient Egypt, documenting
economic information relevant to daily life, and included receipts
of transactions, which specified the responsible individuals, the
goods or services, and their value. These broken pieces of pot-
tery or stone were later discarded when the record was no longer
required. Whereas, our modern equivalent of receipts and purchase

*Submission for Best Student Paper Presentation
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temporal and geographic distribution patterns of artifact and eco-
fact assemblage frequencies from a selection of Late Predynastic
excavated sites in Upper, Middle, and Lower Egypt to test which
of the three hypothesized processes of culture change is most con-
sistent with the patterns revealed by the data. I argue that the data
taken as a whole, offer strong support for the acculturation model.

Rita Lucarelli (University of California, Berkeley)

The Materiality of the Book of the Dead

This paper will provide an overview on a new project based at
UC Berkeley dealing with digital humanities applied to the study
of the ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead. Until recently, Egyp-
tological scholarship has focused mainly on the strictly textual
aspects of the Book of the Dead corpus, ignoring the modalities of
textual distribution on the objects and monuments. However, the
Book of the Dead spells did not exist just as an isolated and eternal
textual authority, but they were deeply shaped on the objects and
writing support (from papyri to tombs) where they were copied
down through the centuries. The way the texts and their accompa-
nying images were distributed on each of these objects (the media
types of the time) speaks to the specific religious and magical
beliefs of the ancient Egyptians and the importance they placed
on covering and protecting the deceased with written and iconic
magic, from the body (mummy bandages and the coffins) through
the funerary equipment of the dead (papyri, magical objects) up
to the area where the body was supposed to rest and receive the
funerary cults (tomb, offering places, temples). By using digital
humanities tools and methodologies such as 3D visualization and
mapping the texts on the objects, this project aims at building up a
new digital platform for an in-depth study of the materiality of the
Book of the Dead texts.

Gregory Marouard (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)

Re-excavating Dendara, Preliminary Results of the 2014 Oriental
Institute-IFAO-Macquarie University Joint Mission

Since the 1930s, the sanctuary of Hathor at Dendara is one
of the major concessions of the French Institute (IFAO). For 80
years, successive teams have primarily worked in the intra-mural
area and focused on the architectural and textual study of the
well-preserved monuments from the Early Roman and Christian
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those monuments to be submerged. The photographic documenta-
tion of these two temples prior to their relocation was from 1956
to 1962. Most of the abundant literature regarding these two
temples focuses on the time period of the cutting of the temples
into blocks of stone and the relocation itself.

This proposed presentation will focus on the documentation of
the Small Temple at Abu Simbel before the relocation.

UNESCO and the Egyptian Government shared responsibility
for documenting and saving the Nubian monuments. Informa-
tion on the creation of the Center of Documentation of Ancient
Egypt will be presented: purpose, structure, medium techniques
and technology, with visuals taken from the publication: Le Petit
Temple, A’bou Simbel, Volume I and Volume II, a publication of
the Ministry of Culture of Ancient Egypt, Cairo, 1968.

This proposed presentation will add to the body of interest re-
garding these two monuments as the presenter was the Director of
the Photographic Department for the Nubian Monuments Project
and is one of the few individuals still living who has direct experi-
ence of this project.

Carol Redmount (University of California, Berkeley)
See Robert M. Yohe, 11

Jean Revez (Université du Québec 2 Montréal) and Peter J.
Brand (University of Memphis)

Interpreting Discrepancies in the Stereotyped Decoration inside
the Hypostyle Hall at Karnak

Small anomalies can periodically interrupt the monotonous
layout and sequential frequency of the stereotyped decoration of
any given monument. Such peculiarities can be quite easily spot-
ted inside the Hypostyle Hall where redundancy is a key feature
of a generally very standardized and often seemingly lackluster
decoration. Such deviations from the normal or common pattern of
artistic motifs (as best illustrated by the royal cartouches and plant
ornaments) could be understood as unimportant inconsistencies
(and thus the product of human error) in the implementation of a
decorative program applied on a huge scale. On the other hand,
one sometimes has the distinct feeling that these irregularities are
not always the result of sheer accidents, but are, in fact, deliberate
variations that are meant to convey subtle messages to knowledge-
able viewers (the nature of which today is not easy to determine).
In which direction one ought to interpret the evidence at hand can
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as such has kept its formal integrity, sub-disciplines of Egyptol-
ogy devoted to the later periods of Egypt’s literary and cultural
production and peripheral areas have been on a significant uprise.
Existing histories of Egypt do not normally account for epistemo-
logical considerations, and continue to underestimate diversity and
complexity. They are also conservative in that they frequently re-
emulate political storylines from earlier, 20th century histories of
ancient Egypt rather than to integrate more radically new evidence
and new scholarly paradigms. As is stated in the preface of Bruce
G. Trigger et al., Ancient Egypt: A Social History, Cambridge,
“Ancient Egypt has proved remarkably resistant to the writing of
history which is not traditional in character; which is not, in other
words, concerned primarily with the ordering of kings and the
chronicling of their deeds,” but also, “The difficulties of writing
‘alernative’ histories of Egypt are, however, enormous” (p. xi).
This paper outlines the concept for a reconceptualization of Egyp-
tian history that is based on the emergence of a new paradigm, the
acknowledgment of the Nile River as the fundamental driver of
Egyptian history. This new paradigm perceives Egypt not so much
as the Herodotean gracious present of the Nile, susceptible to hu-
man agency, but as a social cage for its inhabitants, created by the
Nile as the country’s “true despot” (J.G. Manning).

Christopher A. Sevara (University of Vienna)
See Brenda J. Baker

Sarah Kristine Sharp (Howard University)

A Theoretical Foundation as a Dynamic Perspective: Modernism
Explicated by Farouk Hosni and Mostapha El-Razzaz s

This paper asks what is the practical application of modern-
ism in artistic transformations in art production, exhibition, and
institutionalism in Egypt during Mubarak’s rule through the
analysis of the work of artist and former Minister of Culture
Farouk Hosni and artist and art educator Mostapha El-Razzaz.
Modernism frames and explicates the abstract concept of cultural
clarity that develops through exchange, identity, innovation and
transformation, and it is exercised as a means of socio-politico and
aesthetic disclosure. In former colonies, modern art is correlated
with western intervention, and the history of modern art in Egypt,
which commenced in 1908 (during British occupation, but prior
to formal colonization in 1914) with the opening of Prince Yusuf
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protective and nurturing, yet aggressive and threatening. Though
female, they have attributes that cross into the male gender.

In the Pyramid Texts the king himself is identified with the Eye
of Re and the Uraeus. The image of the cobra nursing the king is
found with Renenutet and also others, such as the “Great Enchant-
ress” on Tutankhamun’s small golden shrine. (Likewise biologi-
cally incongruous to us is the Tree Goddess nursing the king.)

The statement that the Uraeus nurses the king already appears in
Pyramid Text Utterance 508.

In zoological terms, cobras make nests and guard their eggs. In
her 2012 paper on Renenutet, Linda Evans also notes a parallel ap-
parently observed by the Egyptians between the cobra’s emission
of venom and the mammalian “milk ejection reflex.” The word
for “venom,” mtwt, also means “semen,” a life-giving substance
and also an element of gender boundary crossing. Late texts state
that the semen originates in the bones, especially the spine, an
influential idea in the history of medical theory. This association is
reinforced by the nature of the snake as being in essence a living
spinal column.

The Shipwrecked Sailor’s snake, though grammatically mascu-
line, shows caring or maternal as well as very threatening behav-
iour, and thus embodies the essential ambivalences of his goddess
counterparts.

Jill S. Waller (Johns Hopkins University)

Pyramidia, Priests and Puzzles: A Faience Pyramidion Fragment

Pyramidia are often one of the many artifacts that come from
New Kingdom tombs in the Theban region. These pyramidia are
most often made of stone to be placed at the apex of a pyramidal
tomb chapel, as famously seen at Deir el Medina. The fragment
presented here, from the Johns Hopkins Archaeological Museum,
however, is made of faience—a material used for only a handful
of other pyramidia. This paper will discuss the use and meaning of
faience in New Kingdom pyramidia and how they may have been
used for tombs in the Theban region. In addition, it will discuss the
iconography of the piece and what the decoration and inscription
may reveal about the original owner. Although the fragment does
not bear a name, it does give us one clue: the owner was a priest of
Amenbhotep I. This tantalizing pyramidion fragment presents many
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