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December 11, 1953.

held on November 24, 1953, at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 P.M. by the President,

Mr. Edward W. Forbes.

at the meeting by proxy or in person.

One hundred and thirty-four members were represented

It was VOTED to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of the last
Annual Meeting and to accept them as printed.

At the invitation of the President, the Treasurer, Mr. Keller, read

his Report which was accepted by VOIE.

It was placed on file; here follows

a summary of the Boston account (the report on the Cairo account having

been delayed in the mail):

Summary of Cash Receipt and Disbursements

October 1, 1952 through September 30, 1953

Balence in Benk, Sept. 30, 1952 $3,006.39
Received as dues and donations _2,050.00 $5,056.39
Expenditures:
Newsletters 165.97
Advanced to the Director for
administrative expenses
(to be accounted for in
accordance with vote of
Executive Committee of
Merch 21, 1953) 2,000.00
Stationary and office supplies 40.55
Pastage 18.52
Expenses of meeting and statu-
tory filing fees 14,75
Brochure 345,38

2,585.1
2,471,.22

Balance in Bank, September 30, 1953



Then the Membership Secretary, Mr. Parker, read his Report which was
accepted by VOTE and pleced on file. During the year, 13 Regular and one
Sustaining membership were not renewed, a loss of 14 memberships. On the
other hand, 35 new members joined the CENTER (es of November 24, 1953)
which now comprises 209 members (as esgainst 188 at the time of the last
Annual Meeting) in the following classes:

Regular 135
Contributing by
Sustaining 19
Associate 6
Fellow 1
Life _&

209

The President read the names of the members who at present serve on
the Membership, Executive, and Finance Cormittees of the CENTER.,

Mr. Forbes then presented to the meeting his Report as President of
the CENTER for the year 1952-1953:

“"At the time of our last Meeting on November 18, 1952,
Mr, Jchn D, Cooney was in Cairo directing the affairs of the
CENTERX., Mr. Cooney'’s first report wes read to you at the last
Annual Meeting. Unfortunately Mr. Cooney suffered from illness
later» in the season which interfered with his work, but we had
anclher report and various letters from him during the time of
his iliness, tellirg of his work end research in general. His
two reports were published in the Newsletters of January 14,
1953, and April 30, 1953. He returned to America in the spring
after he had regaired his health.

Professor Arthur Jeffery wes sppointed to be the new Direc-
tor for the present year, and Mrs, Joseph Linden Smith gave a
dinner in his honor in New York on February 18,1953. Professor
Jeffery, accompanied by his wife, left New York on June 5, 1953,
and moved in Ceiroc into the apartment of Professor Schoonover who
has returned to New York and is occupying Professor Jeffery's
apartment there., Professor Jeffery plens to stay in Cairo until
September 1954, He is using Professor Schoonover's apartment as
en office, and his wife is helping him with secretarial work.
He has writiten monthly reports to the Presideunt and all but the
most recent one have eppeered in Newzletters. The July-August
one was mailed to you recently and most of you have doubtless
receivad your ccpy wlready. I will ask Mr. Dunhem presently
to read the latest one of the month of September which has not
yet been printed.

Meanwhile, other things have happened here. Mr. Ray
Garner went to Egypbt and came back with an admirable moving pic-
ture which was shown in America in April in New York, at Brown
University, Providence, and at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Mrs. Joseph Lindon Smith has been active in stirring up
interest in the CENTER, and a Membership Committee has been ap-
pointed which has done good work.
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We have great hope that one of the foundetieons will endow
the CENTER with enough money to enable us to have a house of our
own in Cairo and with money enough to give an adequate salary
every year to the Director and enable him to have secretarial
help, an sutomobile, etc.

It seems to us thet if we had such equipment it would give
a feeling of permanence which would impress the Egyptians and
scholars all over the world more then our present facilities
meke possible,

We are pleassed with the work which Professor Jeffery is
doing and, as you will hear in the report, he has recently
found various possibilities of our engaging in important work
in the way of developing and publishing books and papers, the
presence of which he has discovered.

Better still perhaps, if we are sufficiently endowed, it
would be a wonderful thing if we could start in on some new
excavation; so we feel that our CENTER, though still young,
hes & possible very promising future shead of it."

The Report of the President was esccepted by VOIE.

Mr. Dunham, as Chairman of the Nominating Committee, read the following
names for election as officers:

President:
Vice President:
Vice President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:

Edward W. Forbes
E. E. Calverley
Dows Dunham
John A. Wilson
Carl T. Keller

Assistant Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:
Executive Secretary:

Bernard V. Bothmer
Richard A. Parker
Bernard V. Bothmer

Trustees (to serve
through Novem-
ber 30, 1958): Mrs. Oric Bates

Edwin B. Allen

John D. Cooney

Dows Dunham

George C. Miles

It was VOTED to empower the Secretary pro tempore tc cast a single ballot on

behalf of the meeting for the election of the above named officers and trus-

tees. The ballot having been cast the officers and trustees were declared

duly elected.

The Executive Secretary was instructed by VOTE to write a letter of
thanks to the retiring Executive Secretary, Mr. Eric Schroeder.

The President next called on Mr. Dunham to read to the meeting, in lieu
of the Director's report, Professor Jeffery's most recent letter from Cairo
which will be distributed to the members in the next Newsletter.

The meeting having been declared open for discussion, it was suggested
from the floor that Professor Jeffery get in touch in Egypt with the former
Egyptian Ambassador to Washington, Mr. Kamil Abdul Rahim, and the Secretary
was instructed to write to Mr. Jeffery to that effect.
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1t wes VOTED to instruct the Secretary to write to Mr. Jeffery with
regard to the Arebic Dictionary, now in the custody of the Arabic Academy
in Ceiro, to explore the opportunities the CENTER may have in sharing the
support of this great scholarly underteking.

Various meens of finding more financial support for the aims of the
CENTER were discussed, and it was the sense of the meeting that, in ad-
dition to & more vigorous membership campaign in this country as well as
among the American residents of Egypt, the officers draw up a plan for
appealing to foundations interested in the humanities and to American
business firms operating in the Near East. It was stressed that cultural
cooperation, so well developed by some other countries, was the best form
to create a better understanding between nations, and that this cultural
cooperation was, to a large extent, the responsibility of American scholars
working in fields of study which pertain to a foreign country.

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 P.M.

Immedietely following the Annual Meeting, a meeting of the trustees
wes held. There being no quorum present, the meeting of the trustees was

adjourned sine die."

¥ XK K K *

The following is quoted from Professor Jeffery's reports to the
President, covering the months of September, October, and November.

"Contrary to expectation this month of September has not
been such an active one from the point of view of the interests
of the Center. It has been a pleasant enough month, though the
mugginess that results from the high Nile has continued, and
there were a goodly number of days when the temperature regis-
tered 93°. Sometimes towards sunset we walk along by the Nile,
and the gradual retreat of the waters is obvious by the mud
banks left behind to show where it had been only recently
flooded. The newcomers who have been pouring into this city
during these last days of September have complained of how hot
it still is, but that is hardly noticeable to us who have been
here through the summer. The Fulbright people, the new teach-
ers for the various schools, the representatives of governmen-
tal alphabetic orgenizations, and the holders of Fellowships,
Grants, Bourses d'é%ude, etc., are now practically all in resi-
dence, those who are compelled to take ‘orientation courses’',
have been hard at it this last week, and everything is set to
start with a bang in October.

Miss Thomas, whose name you gave me, turned up about the
middle of the month. She is staying out at Mena House, which
is rather expensive, but as she has her dog with her it is al-
most the only suitable place, and happens to be fairly conven-
ient for the things she is interested in doing.

L






working up the lexical notes left by Noldeke and other European
Arebists, and wants to know whether it would be possible for a
young German Orientalist to come to Cairo and work at the
Fischer material in the interests of what they have in view.

We learn from another source that they have in mind a pupil of
Littmann who is, it seems, an unusually gifted linguist who
would enjoy some months here to work at that material in their
interests.

I spent the best part of a morning over at the Academy
building, which is what my wife calls ‘'cattycornered' across
from this building in which my Office is, and was received with
the greatest cordiality. They have apparently feared attempts
would be made to get the Fischer material back to Germany, dbut
they let me see it and what had been done on it with a view to
their own Academy Dictionary, and seemed perfectly willing to
allow any scholar with proper credentials to work at the mate-
rial there. They asked me to make an Arabic translation of
the letter to be submitted to their Council in October, but did
not anticipate that any difficulties would be raised. The
translation was duly sent, but that is a story in itself. I
translated it into my halting Arebic, but as it had to go be-
fore the Arebic Academy prudence suggested that it be first
corrected by someone whose native tongue was Arabic. Our old
friend Sheikh Ahmad Abd al-Khaliq read it over and suggested all
sorts of corrections to make it elegant Arabic. Then Nessim
Effendi saw it and said: 'Tch! Tch! those corrections are not
at all the appropriate ones;' so he would go over it and make it
really elegant, The person who read his draft decided that
Nessim Effendi had no sence for Arabic style, and that it should
be thus and so. And so it went on, till finelly it went in with
what I think to be an adequate rendering of the German text and
the wise men of the Academy will just have to do their own 'Tch!
Tching' about the inadequacies of its Arasbic style.

If the D.M.G, does send a young man out to the Center we
mey be able to cooperate with him in his task at the Academy, and
certainly could ease the way for him in many matters. I have
written to Roemer telling him the result of my visit, and shall
probably have to communicate with him again when the Council of
the Academy has met and considered the matter. That visit to the
Academy building had one little by-product. When the Secretary
learned thet I was interested in the Qur'an he sent for the young
man who is working on what they called a Lexicon of the Qur'an,
introduced him to me and made him show me what they were doing.
It is not really & Lexicon in our sense, but is Jjust another
concordance arranged & little differently from the ordinary
Miftah al-Qur'an. They have the section 'Hamza' in typescript,
and gave me a set of the sheets with a request £0 look them over
and pick up any mistekes or omissions there might be. This is
rather a tedious business, but is worth doing for the link it
giveg us with them,
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Two days ago the piles of Arabic books that Cralg had
bought for Durham University Library, and which had been lying
on the floor of my Office since he went off to Damascus to see
vhat he could pick up there, were carted off. Craig got to
Syria easily enough but when he tried to get his exit visa to
come back here and pack his purchases and catch his boat for
England, he found he could get no exit visa to return to Egypt
till exhaustive enquiry hcd been made to find out whether he
hed been engaged in unwelcome politicel activities during his
stay in Egypt. There was no objection to his leaving for
Europe, but firm opposition to his return to Egypt till full
enquiries had been made. Beck worked at this end to facilitete
matters, but nothing moved, bnd so he missed his boat here and
had to sail from Beirut. The British Council agreed to send on
his books, but to do that they had to send two fellows to make a
complete list of the titles for submission to the Censor, and
then they collected them for shipment. Doubtless Durhem will re-
ceive them some time during this winter term. It is rather re-
markable to note how Oriental studies are flourishing now in
Britain. Several British students have spent their summer vaca-
tion out here this year because they have elected the Colloquial
Arebic section of the program and had to gain some fluency in
the spoken dialect of Egypt.

Ali al-Anseri, whom some of you met during his weeks in the
U.S.A., came in to call early in the month, and made arrange-
ments for me to go over and meet the head of the Department of
Cultural Relations, Dr. Sulaiman Huzayyin. I had called there
to present my credentials soon after we arrived, but there were
no ‘'heads' on hand so eerly in the summer, He was very cordial
end asked the Center to use his office to the full in any help
that is needed for students who come out to work. Everywhere
in our contacts with these Government officials we have found
the greatest cordiality and an eagerness for cooperation that
augurs well for any cooperative plans that may work out later.

You have all doubtless been concerned over the earthquake
disasters in the Greek Islands. Several local groups have been
formed to hasten aid to the victims, and here in this building.
on the night of the Tth a famous blind pianist gave a Benefit
Concert the proceeds of which were to go to the relief of the
islanders. Participation in that brought a curious dividend in
that it established contact with a kindly fellow who brought
along to me & modern Greek translation of the Qur'an, and when
he found that I was also interested in the Eastern Churches pro-
duced an enormous volume in modern Greek on the History of the
Church at Antioch by the late Chrysostom A. Papadopoulos, who
was Archbishop of Athens. He passed away leaving MSS works on
the History of the Patriarchates of Antioch, Jerusalem and
Alexandria, which some wealthy laymen of Alexandria are having
printed, but as they seem to have great difficulty in getting
anyone to purchase them, this friend thinks he can get me com-
plimentary copies of them all. From the first two chapters of
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The Center wcs represented officially at the Opening
Exercises of the American University here, when Mr. Deck as
Dean of the School of Orientcl Studies very generously nade
mention of our presence here wnd of the services the Center
wos anxious to offer., One of those services, that of collat-
ing texts, began with o vengeence this month, The request
from Philadelphia for a collation of an inscription in the
Museun was great fun, for the three smallish statues con-
cerned were in a glass case in an out of the way corner and
the inscriptions could not be seen without removing the
statues from their shelves., This necessitated cerpenters to
open the cases, attendants to roll up & revolving table on
which to put each statuec as in turn it came out, guards to
stand at attention beside the taoble to see that there was no
thievery, and an open-routhed audience which collected in no
time to see what it was all about. The Museum officials co-
operated with the greatest kindness and no trouble seemed too
much if it rendered some useful service. The other requests
for the collation of Arabic texts were an awful sweet for no-
body could find anything and it was only after intermineble
searching that the items were located and the colletions
could be made,

We lunched one Seturdey with Mrs. Elgood out at her home
on the road to the Pyramide, end heard a great deal of the in-
side news, ©She gave us a copy of her husband's last work,
that on the Later Phtraohs, which Blackwell published after
his death., She said he would have wanted us to have a copy
end so she had saved us one. It must be very lonely for her
out there £ll alone, but she comes into town & good deal, and
seems as actively interested in things as she was in the
thirties., We were also to have lunched one day with George
Rentz, but when the news ceme that Ibn Sa'ud was seriously ill
he was celled suddenly to Dhaharan and we shall have to wait
now till he comes back. We have heard rumours of a curious
strike ot the plants of the 0il Companies there, The workmen
are refusing to come to work at the plents, not beccuse they
have enything against the Company, but because they object to
the regulations imposed by their own Government., Probebly the
ideo is that if they do not work the Government will lose its
oil revenues and be compelled to take notice of theilr griev-
ances. To me, at least, that seemed something new in the way
of strikes.

We have seen Creswell who has returned from his vecation
much better, and full of enthusiasm to finish off volume three
of the magnum opus on Islomic Architecture. Next week we are
to go to tea with him at his flat, and will teke up the ques-
tion you committed to me concerning the filming of his Bibli-
ography. On the surface there seems to be no opposition to
the idea, but the report to you about the project will have
to come in November after we have seen ‘the state of the Bib-
liography and have talked with him at some length about it."

"Meybe those atom bombs did do something to the world's
weather., At any rate we have never known such weather in Egypt.
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